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0 God our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be thou our guard while life shall last,
Aud our eternal home.”

We wigh all our readers a happy, busy, and
successful New Year in the service of Christ.

By doing each day the duties that come to
ug we sbhall be able to close the year with
feelings of great satisfaction.

Let us go into the New Year hopefully.
True we do not know what trials or sorrows
it may bring, but we do know that * ag our
day, so shall our strength be.”

This is a good time for self-oxaminations.
The merchants have been busy taking stock
and balancing their books to see f the past
year has been & successful one for them. Qhris-
tians should take time to sce whether tbey
are making progress in the divine life. To
fail e8 & merchant is bad enough, but to fail
as a Christian is terrible.

It appears probable that the F. C. M. S. will
receive the $150,060 which they set out to
rajse this year. The first two months of the
new missionary year brought in 817,186.43,
and theso months are generally poor ones
financially. Buat even if the 8150,000 are
raised it will only represent about 15 cents
per head.

Last month we referred to the reduced
prices which the Standard Publishing Co.,
Cincinnati, Ohio, are quoting on some of
their best books. They have since added
Pres. McGarvey’s works to the number, His
volume of ¢ Sermons * is offored for 75 cents,
This is & good book to read and lend.

We think it is quite ovident that our
churches are becoming moro deeply interestod
in foreign missions. The year that is now
closed probably holds a botler record than
any that has gone before. We would not
bave the churches do less for the work abroad,
but we wouid have them do more for the
home work., The contributions to the

American Christian Missionary Society have
fallen off during the year. This should not
be permitted to occur again especially, if we
expuet o contivuance of their timely aid,

We see by the Clhristian Standard that at
the Texus Christinn Lectureship two papuers
wora read on “ How to Preach Baptisw.”
The problem was, how to presont the subject
in & way that people would believe and obey
instead of bccoming offended and staying
away.

Great Falls, Montana, is a town of 15,000
inhabitants. A short time since, B. F.
Norris went there and found eighty scattered
disciples. Te is endeavoring to get thom
organized for work. These disciples could
not have been the old fashioned kind or they
would have gotten together and spread the
Lord’s table if a preacher rever found them
out, But many people who move into a new
place are apt to leave their religion behind.

A southorn minister write that owing to
the increase in their membership their chnreh-
housoe is too small to accommodate the people;
su they have purchased a lot in a central part
of the city and are going to build ““a grand
house of worghip.” Yes, thatisit. A grand
house of worship. These samo grand places,
in central parts of cities, have been ono of
the curses of Christianity. It wonld be
much better to put less money into grand
buildings and moie into the work of preaching
the gospel to the masses.

Don’t forget the printer and his bills. If
you have failed torenew yoursubscription send
the amount due. Address THE CHRISTIAN,
Box 56, St. John, N. B. We have told you be-
fore that all the profits from the publicaticn
of the paper go into the Home Mission Fund
Ls it awkward to send 50 cents. Iluw would
it do to send a dollar, 50 cents for the paper
and 50 ceats for Home Missions ?

When a mission Sunday-school is held over
a saloon the workers of the Lord and tte
workers of the devil are coming into close
contact. J. S Lawrence, a godly business
man of Cincinnati, opened a Sunday-school
in Central Fairmountin such a place, because
none’ other was available. The work has
prospered, and now a place of worship has
been completed and occupied. Havo faith
to start, bave grit to go on: then success.

Tho Christian Standard, having added
15,000 new subscribers to its Lists last year is
going to make the attempt to enter 20,000
new homes this year. There is no paper
among us more doserving of this wonderful
success than the Christian Standurd, and we
sincerely hope it will eunter as mauy new
bomes as it is ambitious to. It will bo good
for the homes. It will be good for the
"churches, It will be good for every good
work.

W. H. Book, onc of our Virginia preachers,
bolieves in equal rights. Ono Sunday evea-
ing, when tho weather was not stormy,
but & little unpleasant, he found that many

of his congregation had remained at home.
The following Sunday evening the people
wore out in large nnmbers, but Bro. Baok
thought it was his tura to stay home, and
did so. The people were of course dis-
appointed and indignant, but he informed
them that, as o member of that cougregation,
ho had the samo right to stay at howme as they
had. Tho attendance is better now. The
people learned the lesson

Those good resolutions of last year—how
have you kept them ? Did you break them
all or forget them all before a month was
gone, or did you keep them faithfully, and
do you find yourself better for so doing.
About the best resolution anyone who is not
a Christian can make is to determine to be-
come an earuest, steadfast follower of Christ.
And we hope and pray that many who from
month to month will read these pages will
consecrate themselves to the work of the Lord.

There never wasa time when we should
push howe missions more vigorously. This
new year can be made, and should be made,
one of glorious triumphs. But not without
hard work and sacrifice on the part of both
preachers and people, not without earnest
prayer and sincere congecration But these
essentialg are within our power. May all our
churches, for the salvation of souls and for
their own salvation 1oo, gird them for the
work.

———

It is & matter of sincere regret that Miss
Rioch was not able to visit the Deer Island
charches. But the violent storms during her
gtay in St John, and the prospect of con-
tinued unsettled weather, compelled ber to
foregs the pleasure of meeting with them.
But 1t was not as ueedfal that she should go
to Deer Island as to some other places, be-
cause the churches there have supported the
work liberully, and the workers well know
the nceds of the foreign fields. We wish,
however, thut they could have scen and heard
Miss Rioch.

Last month we announaced that a brother
had given 35,000 for home missions and an
equal amount for foreign. Stnce then an
unknown brother (or perhaps sister) has given
$5,000 for the work at home, and to balance
things properly, a friend of the work abroad
has given the same sum to it. It now
looks as though some of our people wore
learuing to give. May many others catch
their spirit. Lt is wiser to spend money for
the spread of the gospel thaun to spond it for
parlor ornaments or for personal adornmont.

The Christian Standard tells of a short
meeting held at Wayaesboro, Tenn. There
were two notable things in cohnection with
it: A mau seventy-two years old, who had
been an out-spoken infidel for many years,
called his children to his room, denounced
his infidelity. 1le afterwards made the good
confession and went the same bour of the
night and was baptized. Also, » young lady
desired to be baptized. Her mother was
strongly opposed, and just before the baptism
sent her daughter a note, asking her to post-



