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stated that laudanum vas kept in searly every house in the city, and
expre-sed his opinion that it was not & paison within the weaning of
thostatute.  Several druggists gave evidenco to tho effect that.certair.
precautions were taken n scliing laudanum to partics with whom they
srere not acquainted, und tho counsel for the prosceution contended
that such being tho cass 1t clearly showed that they considered
it a deadly poison, and beeides, some of the medical men stated that
inst of death iting from an dose of laud wero not
of unfrequent occurrence.

The Pohce Magistrate decided aganst tho defendant, but his
¢counsel d ther of appealing 1n 1*us case to a higher
court.

If the druggists are to bo held to tho strict letter of the law w
regard to tho salo of laudanum, because it as a poisun in large doses, a
great roc v emicuce will be experienced by the pubie.  Any medicinal
sabstance 18 putson when taken an excessive doses as wol as ludanum,
20d we do nov seo shy the salu of tho latter shuuld bo protibited to
persons who houw ats use and its appropriate duse. 1t does not causs
imwdiate death, and 1y, therefore, not a deadly poson mitiun the
meanivg of statute.
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SUITS FOR MALPRACTICE.

The resulis of Suuts fur Maiptacuics are not only unfortnnate for
the Defendants, but also uendentaby 1y w the mediead profes-
sion, by smpaining pubiic cunfidence 10 the shait and ntegriry of us
mewhers,

Tho injustice which 13 sometimes done 13 not owing 1o mstakes
th law, us Jasd duwn by che judges, but o musapprehenston of the
facts by jurics, who aro noterwously stupd und unjust.

The foundation of tho labiinty ot the medical man for Malprac-
tice resty un the principles of  the law of contracts.  In assuming tho
Practice of his professton, be tuplies that he 13 possessed of ordenary
<Kl and that he walk use 1 wath il reasonable duigenco and care m
the treatment of discase,

Thee wiv 2oudeniony which are assumed e all trades and profes.
sions roquiring shill, and are no tore rygid and exacting in tho caso ot
the medical man than any other, but tho degreo of care and skuil ro-
uired by Jaw 15 1u propurtiwn to the delicacy and difliculty of the ser-




