202 THE SOLPIER AND THE SURGEON.

recruited from medical students, wlfo might be trained for the
medical service. I might add that all Canadian militia is
“royal” since 1814; therefore, the proposed title of the corpsis
in accordance with fact.

2. I think it is essential to good work, by the medical
officers, that they shall receive instruction in their special duties,
and that they shall be proficient in company and ambulance
drill. The same remark applies to the non-commissioned offi-
cers and men of the regimental medical staff. For this pur-
pose I would advocate the establishment of ambulance schools
of instruction on the plan of those in operation in London and
in New South Wales.

3. Medical officers, like combatant officers, should pass a
qualifying examination within twelve months of their appoint-
ment, which should be provisional, and not to a higher rank
than that of a lieutenant, and upon promotion to field rank.

4. Each military district should have a principal medical
officer, in most cases a permanent officer, but not necessarily in all.

5. Medical officers should be given control of transport and
supplies for hospital purposes, food and medicines, and authority
over all connceted with the hospitals in camps of instruction or
during other service in the field.

6. On all field days the medical department should be exer-
cised in their special duties, a certain proportion of men being
supplied with tallies describing the nature of their supposed
injuries, and ordered to fall out from their companies to be
properly dealt with by the medicsl officers and bearers. Col-
lecting and dressing stations should be formed in the proper
manner and instruction given by the p.m.o. of contending forces.

7. A reserve of medical officers might be formed, to include
those who have served, but who for various reasons have been
obliged to drop out of active connection with the force, and
of medical men of established reputation, who would be
willing to serve in time of war. This arrangement would give
them seniority and would assure the department of the best
surgical skill.

8. The Red Cross Society proposes to keep a register of
nurses who would be willing to serve in time of war. Their
names might be noted by the Militia Department.

9. A knowledge of the first aid to the sick and injured might
be diffused by the medical officers, by means of lectures, nnder
the auspices of the St. John Ambulance Association among the
officers and men of the force.

These are some of the suggestions I desire to make. Some
will meet with approval and some with dissent. They are
offered with my most earnest wish for the welfare of the
soldiers and surgeons of my beloved native land.



