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After several applications of trypsin within
the hour, a still futher attack may be niade
upon the local disease. -faving used more or less
freely most of the germicides, astringents and
antiseptics commended in the treatnent of diph-
theria, I have abandoned all else for a solution of
equal parts of the lincture of the chloride of
iron and glycerine. I have cause to consider this,
when well applied over the entirc extent of the
diseased surface, an alnost complete bar to
the progress and absorption of the diplitheritic
virus.

i. If the potency of the disease lies in the rapid
multiplication of bacteria, so strong a chlorine
solution is certainly indicated.

2. If absorption takes place through the abraded 1
surfaces and "moutis of lymphatics open," as
stated by Oertel, we would, from a p1 riori
reasoning, expect sonie good from the local use of
iron, while the glycerine may be somethiung more
than a mere vehicle, in liat it may by atfinity
relieve to sone extent the turgid capillaries of the
mucous membrane. The application should be
rnade frequently.

Let nie say, in urging the eflicacy of this agent,
that for two years I have not seen a case of
dipihtheria die where the whole of the false mei-
brane could be seen and repeatedly covered with
this solution, and where appropriate general treat-
ment was given. Thrice within the last week, and
nany times during the past year, I have seen

the characteristic menibrane shrivel up and be-
come detaclhed under the influence of the iron and
glycerine.

Wheni the local attack is out of reach of the
direct application by neans of the brush, or better
still, the cotton covered probe, the case is very
different.

When the invasion is in the naso-pharynx, or in
the larynx, the restilt may well be dreaded.
Even in such instances I believe the best pro-
cedure .is to apply the iron locally by spray,
and where possible by the cotton covered probe.

lie covering in of the diphtliritic patel with
tolu varnish, as recommended by Mackenzie,
nay follow the thorough use of the iron solution,
and is dotbtess protective.

Not only is local treatment important, but it is
important' to institute it early. The physician
should be called at once in every case where
there is a doubt. Parents should feel tlat they
are responsible for delay, and that delay is exceed.
ingly dangerous. Many cases, that during the first
twenty-four hours are easy to treat and curable,
are a little later beyond the reach of the most
skilful.

A few words as to general treatment. Here,
too, I have no sympathy with halfway measures.
First of al], in every case, I nearly always counsel
the adninistration of enotugh of calonel and
soda conbined to thorouighly evacuate the aliment-
ary tract. -It empties the cantal of any accuiMu-

ter aterial initimnite. irnnrfnnf cpj-rtihnc-

and with Ritter, though not to the extent to which
lie advocates it, I believe it lias a favorable in-
fluence upon the general condition. At least ià
cléars the decks for action. As soon as the
bowels of the child have been well nioved, and
sometinies not waiting for that, the internal use of
the iron and ,lycerine solution (the sane as
that used in the throat) iay be begun ; for- we
need not fear any chemical reaction. To show
that others are falling back upon this vel-
known agent, let me quote from an editorial in
a recent issue of the Xew Engand Medical

ont/d': " It is interesting and somewhat grati-
fying to note that after cach excursion into the
doniain of experimental medicine, the profession
invariably returns to the older and more effective
method of treating diphtheria, which consists of
tonic doses of the tincture of iron and a systeni of
extrenie nourislnient."

'l'o anticipate and antagonize general invasion,
the general as well as the local treatment should
be instituted early. Where the symptonis demand
I prescribe two drops of the iron and glycerine
solution for each year of the child's age, in a little
water every two hours, and midway betveen eaci
dose the diphtheritic patcli is to be touched or
sprayed with the solution. Thus there is an
opportunity for the ferric solution to be brouglht in
contact every hour with so iuch of the diseased
nenibrane as is in the pharynx.

,[ have not discussed much of the poiy-treamient
of diphtheria as practised to-day-nor have I time
to outline the emergencies which nay arise, as
i. had thought of doing. My object has been
to propose a plain and direct method of treatient
which any one may use and which is not an ex-
periment.

Many other remedies are often to be added.
Pilocarpine, when the skin is dry and there is
spasmodic laryngeal contraction ; quinine, when
the fever is excessive; steani from slacking lime,
when respiration is labored and the respiratory
tract dry ; and tracheotomy or intubation when,
the larynx is greatly obstructed.

Let Me, in conclusion, suggest that the physi-
cian demand of the people amîong vhom lie

practices that they call him at once wlhen
suspicious syniptoms are observed, and that lie
answer quickly, act promptly, and see that his in-
structions are implicitly obeyed. To treat diph-
theria is to fight a battle-there should be no
delays,. surprises, nor conpromises.-ledical
Digest.

HAMAMELIS IN THE TREATMENT OF
DISEASES OF THE SKIN.

Witch-hazel has long beeri recognized as a
valiable thera peutic agent, both for internai and
external use. For years it has been placed upon
the market by venders under various names, aniiid I
highly extolled for its nmedicinal action. I1n very',
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