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Professor HowAR, of McGill University; and one
on Obstetrics, by Dr. HOLDEN, of Toronto,and one
on Hygiene by Dr. BOTSFORD, of St. John. In
addition, a Gold Medal is offered for the best Essay
on Zymotic diseases. We anticipate a lively discus-
sion on many points of interest, which will doubtless
arise out of those papers. *We look forward to a
greater degree of activity in future in the Associa-
116, as general medicai topics will occupy the delibe-
rations of all interested in work, such as must tend
to advance the best interests of our profession in this
country.

The subject of medical education is a topic which
at every meeting of this Association, has received
well-merited consideration. Althouglh somewhat
wern, it is cf such vital importance that it cannot
be' too frcquentiy discussed, more especially when
we observe the present manifest disposition of the
rising generation to rush througli a course of colle-
giate study, and enter into the practice of the medi-
cal profession, devoid of that literary training, so
requisite in oder to develop those powers of
thouglit and observation so neccssary, particu-1
larly when matters of life and death arc concerned.

A profession that does not equal the age of its
educational mnachinery, that is niable or unwilling
to rcpresent its modes of thought and its forward
tendencies in its dennnds from those w'ho seck ad-
mission into its ranks, Cc:ses to be a profession; be-
cause it loses its clainis to a scientific character."

Great clangesare yearly taking place in tie pro-
gress of hunm tlought and human iudustry, and in
taci department of science, only those metlods are

ec:o0ixized, vhich rest on an educational basis. A
defective prelininary education, is the first and un-
doubtedly the great error in the present system of
medical education. There siould. be one standard of'
preliminary education exacted in all th eProvinces,fron
those who desire to ònter the medical profession. A
greater degree of uniformity now exists, than prior
to our discussions on this subject. So long as there
is a diversity of interest in matters educational, diffi.
'huly will attend the bringing about of that unifor-
inity which would be arrived at by a Dominion Medi-
cal Act. Important changes are usually slow in their
development, yet we look forward to the time when
ve shall have one chief educational centre, so guiding
and directing the medical profession of this entire
Dominion, as to build up an enlightened opinion, such
as the members of this Arsociation have at heart.
While recognizing the progress of nedical education
in each Province, and the marked ability of those
active in imparting a sound medical training, we

must await the spontaneous action of all, alike inte-
rested, to extend the principles of confederation we
now enjoy, so as to unite us as a profession, strengthen
our position as a body, and thusincrease oursphere of
usefulness.

There is a point to which I would now desire to
call the attention of this Association, viz., the advisa-
bility of having thoroughly trained female nurses. In
private as well as hospital practice we constantly ex-
perience a great want in this respect. In each of the
large cities having extensive hospital accommodation,
some system might be inaugurated by which those
desirous of beconing skilled nurses might avail
themselves of the facilities offered, and in course of
time, supply a deficiency now generally folt in the
practice of the profession. Such skilled nurses to
obtain certificates of qualification and fitness for the
position of bonour and trust. Every town and city
in the Dominion would gladly encourage the employ-
ment of such talent, and in that sphere woman would
occupy ber truc position, as the administerer of the
prescribed medicines, capable as she is of those sooth-
ing, delicate and kindly attentious so necessary at tie
sick bedside, and so cheering and gratifying to the
patient. Miss NIGHTINGALE bas thxus fully express-

ed her ideas:
" I think the Anglo-Saxon would be very sorry to

turn woman out of his own house, or out of civil
hospitals, hotels, institutions of all kinds, and subs-
titute men-housekeepers and men-matrons. The con-
trast between even naval hospitals, where there are
female nurses, and military hospitals, where there are
none, is most striking in point of order and cleanli-
iess."

In points of sanitary domestic economy, woman
carries off the palm, .and, by ber tidiness and clean-
liness, establishes a degree of order seldom seen with-
out ber. The checring look, the tender hand, the
watchful eye, and the innate powers of observation,
are snch, that many little necessaries for the sick pa-
tient are carefully thought of, that might escape the
sterner powers of the skilled and cducated physi-
cian.

The Sisters of Charity,"who officiate as nurses in
the Catholie hospitals of the Dominion, have, by their
skill, dexterity and general neatness, carned a well.
deserved Teputation. Why should not the Protes.
tant Institutions of Canada have a sisterhood alike
charitable and philanthropic?

The subject of inedical evidence in courts- of law
is one possessing no ordinary degree of inteiest. The
value of such evidence in questions involving the
causes of death, by unknown means bas been long


