
111EJ CA NADJAN JOURNAL
NE; 1,W 1;E 1 1E S.

'No. LXI.-APRJL, 1S66.

,ON THlE AM.,OY COLLOQIJIAL DIALECT.

13Y W,. HENRY CUMM\INIG, M.D.

(1?cad hefore Mle Canadian Institule, 31.st M7JarcJi, 1806.)

This dialcct is spoken ini the city of' Amoy and tbe currounding
districts. IDr. Mcdhiurst, in bis Dictionary (printed at the Ilonorable
East India Coplaniy's iPress, -Macao, 1832) cails Lt tbe Fuli Kien
Dialect. But as the province of Folh Kien, though one of the
smallest, bias at lcast five distinct dialects spoken iwitliin its borders,
and as tbc dialect under present consideration is not that spoken in
and around the provincial capital Fnbl Chau Fni, Lt seems scarcely
entitled to the niane. -It lias been also callcd the Cban- Chau dialect
fromn tbe city of' Chang Cbau Fu, about twcnty-fivc miles ',-.W. of
Amroy. This city, coutaining about four hiundrcd thousand inhabi-
tants, is the capital of the district in wbichi the dialct is spoken called
bv Dr. Medhurst, the Fnbi Kien dialeet. Tbis dialect differs, in some
of its tones, as wvcll as iii vcry many words, fromn thiat spoken in Amoy.
As too, Amoy is flot iii the district of' Chan- Cliau, but in that of
Tsiun Chau, and as th2 Tsiucn Chau peculiarities arc for tbe most
part found in the speech of the Amoy people, tbc naine of this latter
district miglit more appropriately bc given to this dialeet. 1 bave
preferred, howerer, to caîl Lt the Amoy dialect, as tbat is the place
best knowa to Europeans, it being the port of both those districts.
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