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tfli~t tliuis a dloubt inigla exist lis to fts ussîmcatiqtuity. After
hcairing (,his rouîark, 1 ciXpt( ila nluttO {X'glelt to tho 111i110 of a
eandie, %vlion it ý,ave ont the odeutr of buî'tri animal mîattcer ; and On
iuuueiLrsiuig another fragmnît iu Iiydroehî brie ticid, aftor ~Vecuo
il soft gclatiloiîs titibsta nce, îearly the Bhzo of tlio or'iginal fragment,

%isleft. lCuiowiiug fuit weil thiat M~. i)elesso tind M. Lartet would
eorffially agree ou the morac of Uic 111os4L sertupulons1 inivesLti-
tion of everv met produced in vWi(Oilco ou tlisg reetiy-ngLittitd
question of the -mxtiquity oF Mati, 1 comnnîniented te both oà 01111
whiat 1 have sgtated abovo respecting thiis boue. 1 rccivci inunedi-
t'ýely answers 1'ronî theni ; and these, w'ith ttîeir banve, I now givo,

, ý only because of their contiination of the opinions they, florinerly
expresscdl, buit as contaiuing somle additionail roîmîrkls of nluch
iuiterest.

li. I)etesse, in is lbtter diItO( tho 19th instant, Says.
<''fli specimen of the rib whicli 1 gave yout was incontostibly

fotud ini a sand-pit (miblonière), w'oî'e it wis associtctd Nvit1î the
bones of aimals no long er existing in the country-as, for exaînple,
tho J3caver. 1 would observe thait the presence of' gelatine eau iu
no0 way b>O opposeà to tho autiquity of that x'ib. 1 have ouly.just
now broitght to a conclusion a long serios of rescarclhes by which 1
have, shown that boites evcn of a, higli autiquity stili retaiîî a, notable
prop)ortion of organic inatter. If yon take the boucs of~ an Icldkýyo-
sau. frein the Lins, or of rep)tiles f1roru the ueelak yoli wili.
easily saListy yourself that. iii spito of their great antiquity, they stil].
contain a very notable proportion etf orgauic niatter. Ooprolites front
the oldest formation contain it. On the other baud bones coinpa-
ritively recent, such, for instance, as tiiose found iii caverns or in
tray'ebled niaterials, have no grent amouint of orglnie natter. Ili
brief, th)e prteservation of orgauic matter iii bones is very irregular;
it depends on the nature eof the rock iii which thoy are round> nt
least quite as inuch as ou their antiquity.

-<I pronounce neo opinion as to the nature eof the instrument that;
had been employed in sawing that rib, for I mnade no0 oxperiludnts on
the subject ; but 2if. Lartet, whose caution and sagacity are known to,
you, mnade a special exaniinatiou of the question along wvith eminent
physiologists; and they hiad no doubt that; the rib had becen cut by a
Sharp flint."

M. Lartet, iii bis botter dated the 22ud instant, states as follows:-
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