10 M1 ING RECORL

cloth to make an ordinary suit of clothes than it does
to make an evening suit the public would see the
joke; but it is taking advantage of the general pub-
lic 3 inocence of the stecl business to make a state-
ment equally absurd, regarding the material re

uired for the manufacture of ships’ plates. It
:jm's not require a specialist in elothing material to
see the absurdity of the first statement, but it Joes
require a certain knowledge of the steel indvstry to
detect the ahsplute absurdity of the second

“One would therefore reason that if they are
not sound and serious in the two reasons they give
for opening this mine they are not serious in the
m;’uqr at all.”’ .

‘It is saidl that an application is to be made or
has heen nuade to the mines department of the Nova
Scotia Government by the Dominion Coal Company
for permission to sink into and enter upon the land
leases of the Scotia Company in order to reach their
submarine leases in the vicinity of Bonar's Head.
We are aware that the Dominion Company’s en-

ineers have had under consideration for some
time the iocation of a site for a coal mine at that
place and judging from previous plans exhibited by
them, I have no doubt the location for a site will
be the oue best suited to hamper the future opera-
tions of the Scotia Company,

““The average height of coal in the old Sydney
seam in the district known us Bonar’s Head varies
from one foot eight inches to four feet six inches.
Phe cost of mining coal from a seam of this height
would be excersive. The coal must be transported
from the mise o the Canadian Government Railway
at or near Florence, thence by rail to Sydney and
from there by their own r.iiway to the eoke ovens.
The present tonnsge rate from Florence to Sydney
is one dollar per ton. Now with coal at their doo.
in the Watertord, Glace Bay and Port Morien dis-
tricts averaging trom six to eight feet in thickness
of practically unlimited quantity and certaiziy of
superior quality, one can be excused if one doubts
that the gentlemen who control the affairs of the

Dominion Coal U y have the slightest goﬁan
of earrying out the ic forecasts appearing ..
the Press.

My, Brown elosed the interview by sayiug there
WAS 10 USe disguising the fact that the Scoua Com-
pany is handicapped by the uniortunate faet that
theéir inside and outside leases are divaded by iater-
vening leases of the Dominion Uoal Company, sud
it 18 equiaily useiess to digguise the turther fact that
up to the tiume the L Coal Comp
haye not Showii any burning desire o better  the

have published the comment by one who withholds
his name, as he is a *‘suspect,” while a brother. We

Jomit the iat}or part of the reply as we do not think

that dny reference to the invasion of eapital—of 4
certain kind—should enter into the controversy.
““The interview with T. J. Brown appearing in the
morning issue of a local paper is perhaps the most
reiarkable contribution the publie has yet received
in connection with the so-called submarine contro
versy. An analysis of the interview shows that it
contains the matter necessary to refute any elaims
made by Mr. Brown. As the public has been receiv
ing conl areas, in homeopathic and heroic doses,
during the past year it would appear that the time
is opportunie for a little more frankness on the part
of the press and contributors.

Mr. Brown eyidently has a metive in giving the
public an interview such as this. Let me ask you
to examipe the matter of it earefully to see if he
has been entirely frank, He howls loudly about
the attempt of the Dominion Company to seek an
entrance to its own coal areas on the North side. He
‘ries to create the impression that this will embar-
rass the Scotia Company in its operations, At the
same time he states the coal in the area for which
they are making an application is too thin to oper-
ate, and even if it covld be recovered, it would not
ve suitable for steel making.

What is there to embarrass the Seotia Company
in the operations of any company in an area that
contains no commercial coal. Is Mr. Brown quite
frank? W'y the long drawn out howl?! Why the
“Mr. Cha', men 1 protest,”” attitude?

Again f, J. is greatly concerned about the cost to
the Do ainion Company of the coal it might secure
from chis low grade thin seam on the North Side.
Thi, is the first glimmer of publie sympathy the
Dominion Company has received from its friendly
neighbor for a long time, The long rail haul makes
T, J. shake his head and droop in sadness, He sees
good North side coal coming to Sydney instead of
going over the Scotia pier. The faet that turning
it into coke at Sydney will furnish hundreds of men
with employment, (and incidentally . J. with ben.
zol for his numerous fishing trips) hardly compen-
sates for its disappearanee in a southerly direction.
I fear if T. J. realized that the ‘‘long haul"’ is prac-
tically the same as the present haul from Morien,
his sadness would be profound, and, a chronic case
of melancholia developed.

Now, Mr. Brown, don’t yon think it weuld be o
good iden if you left the question of quality of coal,
cost of mining and trapsportation, and all other
i of t‘nh kind to the people who are going

deotis Loli.‘gnny § hituation an the matier; bat he
could not Ueneve that their sttitude jn the matter
wolld carry thew 1o the extent ol MAKIDG large ex-
pengitures in.a new field of operations, when they
huve at thei: disposul in Lhe Guace Lay, Moren and
Wateriord , eLOLIONS FespuEces 0L upworked
cost Which can be imined very much cheaper and is
wmuch better suited for .beir purposes.”

Ot course the wterview was too much for the
flesh and blood ot the Domumon ol Go's. triends
to SEplA aild Lhree BEYOral GhaMPIODS asked that T.
J. stand up to thew. We are coutent to give one
of the retorts as thre¢ again.t one is not the vode

of fighting bules we go by. We would like much to

to put their molurv into the ventyre?! These mat.
teu”were pvidently carefully investigated years

4go.
Oh, by the way, the si urg to this letter is
*‘Philogopher.’”” We would like to meet the chap as

it is hard to find a man who is a *‘ philosopher’’ and
takes interest in coal. Of course we all know
that the N. 8, cogl trade has a uine humorist,
but to have a philosopher as well, ‘‘cows a’. Se-
riously pur advice to all contestants is: ‘‘Gree bro-
thers, gree; there's nae so many 'o ye.”" We lay
down our pen, happy in the hope that some pne will
say of u-—"ble-od are the pepeemakers.'’




