Me. Toussaint of the Laval Normal School then spoke; he said. that
having been called upon by the 11 noralle the Superinteadent to fulfil
temporarily the duties of profeasor in the Jacques Cartier Norwal school,
he acceded the more willingly to his wishes, as it would give him sn
opportunity of being present und tnking part in the interesting ceremonics
of this day,

Those who bad preceded him on the platform had spoken of the impor-
tance of this institution and the beneficinl 1esulty which must be derived
from its establishment,  One of thew had veferred in strong terns to the
many difliculties the friends of education had contended with, it endeavor-
ing tu overcome ignorance and popular prejudices.  Another stated, that
the position of a teacher, a short time sinee so little honored, altho’ still
not an enviable onc, wonld soon become worthy of heing sought after
by men of education. 1e hoped, with all his heart, that such would
be the case, and in the name of the protission, of which he telt prond of
being a member, he thanked those distinguishied speakers tur their goud
wishes and encouraging language.

He felt thut the position of the schaol teacher was improving. The
want of the good teacher was felt every diy, in proportion as we pro-
gressed, and the commerce and industiy of the countyy beeame more
developed,  But where, it may be asked, will_he nequive the fitness, and
the knowledge necessary to enable him to perform his duties ? The Nor-
mal school, which we are met to day to inaugurate will be open to him
Let him come if he sincerely wish to devote hunsetf with efhiciency, to the
education of youth, (Applause.)

1 have not been in the habit, said Mr. Boudrias, of speaking befure so
distinguished an audience as the one now assembled here, but having
been appointed to the honorable situation of teacher of the model school
attached to the Jacques Cartier Normal sehiool, | consider that 1 ought
to give an account of the manner in which I shall endeavour to aegnit
myself of my duties,

I do not take a false view of the task which I have undertaken | 1
know that it is a diflicult one, but I have every reason to hope that the
experience in the art of teaching that I have already acquired, together
with the conrage with which I shall endeavor to petform my duties, will
enadle me to overcome many of the difliculties [ shall have to encounter.
1 shall give to the pupils committed to my charge a practical and com-
mercial cducation ; reading, writing. aritwetie, and hook keeping, the
‘last of which, will be specially attended to.  Who, in whatever position
hie be placed, is ignorant of its usefulness? Ave not all the operations of
a business man based upon calculations? Adgebra, will not Le neglected,
history, geography, linear drawing and geometry will form important
branches in our course of instruction. ‘The art of speaking currectly our
beautitul language ; method, or the application of principles to rules, and
finally, the art of imparting to others, what the pupil-teachers have them-
selves learnt while in this institation,

Professor Delaney said,—Of the importance and necessity of the
institution which 1s being inaugurated to-day, there can be but one
opmion. For some years past the want of such an one has been
felt, and the rapidly mereasing mportance of our young and prowis-
ing country has daily rendered that want stll more sensibly felt,
whilst the lately direct communication established between this and
the mother country, and the vastly mcreased facility for comner-
cial enterprize resulting thetefiom, have rendered the establishment
of such an institution not only of vital importance, but even ot mdis-
pensable necessity. ‘I'rue, we have had nstitutions wherein the
minds of youth could be trained, and habits formed, but the expenses
of such, precluded a large nunber from participating in theiradvan-
tages, and thereby rendered them a « dead letier,” asit wete, to
the generality of our people. That the people of Canada lauek neither
educational enterprise, nor educational estabhishments of a high
order, requires no proof ; but that these establishments do not meet
the wants of the great mass of the people is equally plam.  In this
country, as in almost every other, the um{orily of the people receive
their first rudiments, if not their entive education, m the clementary
schools ; hence the necessity of having those based and conducted
on the soundest principles. It is preity generally admutted that the
sueeess or faiture of any undentaking depends much on the principle
adopted at the outset.  Of education this is equally true as of other
things. By those who are opposed to popular education it might be
argrued that we have had good members of society—men who have
become influential, aye, and even who have descrved well of their
country, whether native or adopted, who have had little or no edu-
cation.  The truth of this assertion I shall not question. Such has
been the case, and always will be the ease in new countries, where
there is a wide field for enterprise.  However, in passing, 1 would
say to those who so argue: ask those mdividuals if they ever
deplored the loss, I might almost add, trreparable loss, of a good
education, and, whether they have not been specially cautious that
their children should have a sound education? That the rising youth
of our country, wha in a few years will be the people of the coantry,
require to be instucted, tramed up, and formed, no one of sane
mind will deny. No matter what may be their talent, no matter
what may be their genius, or natural ({ualilics, if they are not drawn
ont, trained, and polished, they are only as the precions jewel in an
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encrusted mass 3 and as Jong as it remains so enciusted, one of
infinnely less value, yet polished, will be preferred.  Who will so
instruet and train thew, that they may be able to compete with
those around, and keep pace with the progiessive enhghtenment of
the present age? [Uis for the very puipuse of edueating a class of
Teachers, who will so tiain and form ox}ncx.s that the present estab-
Ishment bas been called mto_ existence. It is weedless to observe,
that justruction differs materially fiom educition. A person may
be rarely instiueted, yet far short of beinyg educated. It has been
truly said that to educate is to vitulize knowledge.  The true secret
of teaching with sueeess, lies not in having a sufficient stock of
knowledge.  ‘The teacher should have fully and distinetly in his
md, the whole course of instruction, not only as regards the sub-
Jeets to be taught, but also all the best modes of teaclhne, that he
may be ready and decided in vivcying his method accosding to the
peculiarities of the mdividual mimd that may come under his care.
To suppose that aperson will be successtul as an nstractor of youth,
who does not study the mt, and who has not those studies properly
direeted, is to regaid the professton of & teacher as an anomaly to
all others.  Who, [ ask, having a chuiee, would willimgly call in
the aid of any professional man who. neither by reputation nor
experience, imtroduced his profession with any degree of suecess?
Yel, we hesitate not, in many iustances, to confide our childien to
the care of those who are whelly mespertenced m the education of
youth, and who are to be their mioded and swde.  Many, who have
sacriticed their fortunes, and the greater part of their hfetune in
endeavouring, morally speaking, to ameliorate the condition of the
people, have sometimes discovered in the end that the grand secret
fay in the education of the young. Education being, then, the great
pomt, the next thing which enraged attention in this onward march,
was the plan to be adopted.  ‘The plan of popular education being
once agreed upon; the great end to be attzined was a class of
teachers who should carry out that plan successfully 5 for it became
at once evident that o carry out an uniformn system of instruction,
there anust be an uniformity of system amongst the teachers.—
Hence the projection of Normnal Schools, with their important atten-
dants, Model Schools, in conneston with each. The design of these
Nonnal Model Schools, it I may be allowed the term, is not to
supersede the ordinary Model or Elementary Schools, but to afferd
an opportunty to those who are m tramung, in the Normal Schools,
of 1educing thesr theory to practice after the most approved m:thod,
thereby rendering themselves efficient and practical, as well as
theoretical teachers.  Of the nnportange and advantage of Normal
Schools to & country, much might be said. However, I shall con-
tent myself for the present by quoting the opinions of two able
advoeates of public iustruction.—The Minister of public instruction
in France, sad, ¢ It cannot be too often repeated, that the Master
makes the School.—Piimary instruction depends altogether vpon
corresponding Normal Schools.  The prosperny of those establish-
ments is the measure of the progress of pranary elementary instrue-
ton.  Normal Schools form, m every department, a vast force of
light, scattermg its rays i all directions among the people.  ‘The
Normal School has rendered immense service to the country ; it has
given us our best instructors 5 it has waised to a consaderable extent
the love of popular educanon.  The teachers who come from Nor-
mal Schools are infimtely supenor to others.” The other, who
tanght, and was afterwar .2 D. D., said:—¢ [ have once taught
schoul, 1 believe with tolerable acceptance to my employers, but
tiough just fiom college, I found myself deficient m the first steps
of elementary hnowledze, 1 bad studied all the mathematics
required at Cambridge, but T did not know how 1o come to a young
nund so as suceesstully to teach notation. 1 had read the classics,
but could not teach Loy how to construct a single English para-
graph. I found mysclt wantig i that highest of arts, the art of sim-
plilying things, so that children could grasp them.”  Ile fanther
adds ;—¢ From my own experience, 1 venture to say that no liberal
profession falls so far short of its ebjects as that of the instructor.
Teachers need specific preparation for their work, and this very
preparatton ts what Noumal Schools confer.”

That Normal Schools have rvealized the most sanguine hopes of
therr founders or projectors theie is ample living testimony 3 and
none, perhaps, more tangible than the Irish Normal establishment.
Not to vaunt too much, [ believe that the teachers trained in that
establishment, and the schoois conducted by those teachers, will,
if they do not excel, at least compare respectably with apy other
teachers and schools of the same class, either on the old ‘or new
continent. A greater nussion has to be fulfilled by ours, than those
Just mentioned, inasmuch as the two languages (French and
English) will be taught in the same depatment. Of the importance
and necessity of u knowledge of these two languages, the most
widely diffused on the face of the Gloke,~whether to the commer-



