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But there was again another age which dciibcrate]y, and with-
out any sense of absurdit.y, regarded the acquisition of a Latin style
as the main end of life. And, again I ask, what was the resuit ?
IlIt was, ", as Bacon says, Ilthat mcen began to hunt more aftcr
words than after matter," falling into a vanity of which Pyg-
malion's frcnzy is a good embleni.I" But the excess of this,"
continues Bacon, in words to wbich I ask the earnest attention
of our University authorities, Il is se justly conteniptibie, that ns
Hercules, when he saw the image of Adonis, Venus's minion, in
a temple, said ini disdain, «'Nil sacri es; ' 8 there is nonc of
Hercules's followers in learning, that is the more severe and labo-
rions sort of inquirers into truth, but ivill despýisc tiiose 'lelicacies
and affectations as indeed capable of no divineness. "
................................................. ...........

Once more, and lastly--to whiat country docs the reader sup-
pose that we must look for the greatest outburst of fecundity
and facility in the production of Latin Verse? Few, I suspect,
would be likely to truess that the palm nmust undoubtedly be
given to Portugal. Yet se it is. -Not even the Il Musie Eto-
nenses,"i supplemented by ail the otiier nugoe canoroe of the
British Muse, eau pretcud to equal in bulk and magnificence
the seven quarto volumes, publisbied in Lisbon in 174â, wbicbi
contain the mouldering rernains el' no lcss than fifty-nine illus-
trious Lusitanian pots ! Alas that so miany of these"I illustrions "
should ho consigned to oblivion in the obscure limbo of a
1corpus ; " alas that the world of Il taste " and Il style " should

be unconseious of what it om-es to Mendez Vasconcellos, or to
Diego Fayra de Andrada; alas that in its Philistine ingratitude
it should have forgotten Fig-uuira Durani, whio was an epic poet
at sixteen, and who improvist'd before his exaininers Il The
Temple of Eternity ; " or F. de _Macedo, who tells us in bis
IMyrothecium Morale" that le Lad writton 2,600 epic pocms,

110 odes, 4,000 epigrams, 4 Latin comedies, and 150,000
impromptu Latin verses! IJow mucli was tho world btter for
these Goliaths aiuong nioderu Latiiu poets? And wbiat benefit
accrtied to Portugal from its not vcry noble army of' imitative
versifiers ? Why, a gain the very 2rc-erse cf that whieb the argu-
ments of our lassical comiposers would bave led u~s te expeet,
viz. a literature the poorest and theo most jejune of any country
in Europe ! Their Latin Versc.writing was, it appears, as
useless and deceptive as the iridescence on the surface cf a very
sballow and a very stagnant pool. It was (if 1I may borrow an
expression from Guibert, the good and eminent Abbot cf Nogent
sous (Jouey, who in bis autobiography bias bewailcd the inanuer
in wbich he was led astray in bis yonth by the temptations
incident to the study of Latin Verse) a Il ridiculous vanity."

I do not for a miom3nt inean to say that our age bias mun to
the same ridiculous exccss. Thank God, our modern educatiorn
lias involved many hetter and rieber elements than this. But
I do say that our extensive Lati:i Verse systemn is a useleFs and
unfortunate relie of training of this sort. And train ing cf this
sort, is let us hope, irrevocably doomied. Those who now dling
te it will sooner or later beforced to 'give it np. .And if thoseê
of us who have given it np make soineie istakes ini our early
attempts te substitute a botter training ini its place, we may at
least console ourselves with tbe tbougbit tbat, unlcss we are
guilty of deliberate treacbery, it is ioupu)ssible for us te repre-
duce a system equally pernicions and equally infructuous. The
social forces are ail arrayed on our side. In this age, more per-
haps than in any other, we bave a rigbit te deniand as an
essential element in the education cf our youth something
broader, deeper, more human, more useful, less sclfish, less
exclusive. We require the kuowledge of' thinys and net cf' wrds;
cf truths which great men bave te teil ns, and not cf' the trieks
or individualities cf their style ; of' that wbich sball add to the
treasures cf human knewledge, net of' that whicb. shahl flatter its
fastidibusness hy frivolous attcmpts at reproducing its past
elegancies cf speech ; cf that wbieh is b&t fer buman ,souls, and
which shahl make thom greater, wiser, btter ; net of that wbich
is idly suppesed to make them more tastoful, and refined.-
Very soon we shahl have secu and heard the last cf this card-

castle-building upon sand ; let us strive in ail earnest and
thoughtful faith to rebuild, net on such weak feundations, but
with broad bases and on the living rock, semne great and solid
structure cf enuring mnasenry, which shal h hereafter amcong
those things which cannot be shaken and shaîl remain.

1reeep1s for Youth.
As, in the succession cf the seasons, each, by the invariable

laws cf Nature, affects the productions cf what in next in course;
se, in bumnan life, evcry period cf our age, according as it is well
or iii spent, influenceýs flic happiness cf'that which is to follow.
Virtuous yeutli gradually brings forward aceoniplished and
flourishing mnanhood;- and sncb manheod passes cf itself, without
uneasinoss, inte respectable and tranquil old age. But when
nature is turned eut cf its regular course, disorder takes place in
the moral jnst as in the vegetable world. If the spring put
forth ne bicssoms, in sum mer there will ho no beauty, and in au-
tumn ne fruit. Se, if youth ho trifled away witheut imiprevement,
înanbeod will ho contemptible, and cld age miserable. If the
beginnings cf life have been " vanity, " its latter end can be no
other than vexation cf spirit."

* * * * * * * D5 * ** 

Tho self-cenceit cf the yeung is the great source cf thoe.
dangers te which tbey are expo-cd;- and it is peculiarly unfer-
tunate, that the age which stands most in need cf the counsel cf
the wise should ho the most prone te centemn it. Confident in
the opinions w1hich they adopt, and in the measures whicb they
pursue, they scein as if thoy understood Soloiuon te esay, not,
éWho knowet, " but, Who is ignorant cf, Ilwhat if; gecd fer

inan aIl thcy days cf bis life ?" The hiss te ho nimed at in, in
their opinion, fully apparent. It is net the danger of mistake,
but the failure cf snccess, which they dread. Activity te seize,
net sagacity te discern, i8 the cnly requisite which they value.
- IIew long shahl it ho, ere the fate cf'ycur predecessers in the
san-ie course teach ycu wisdom ? Hew long shali the experience
cf ahl ages continue te lift its voice to you in vain ? Beholding
the cecan on which yen are emibaîked covered with wrecks, are
net those fatal signais sufficient to admenish yen cf the hidden
rock ? If, in paradise itself'. there was a tree which haro fruit
fiir te the oye, but miortal in its effeets, how nch miore, in this
fallen state, mnay sncb dccciving appearances ho expected te
abeund! T ho whole state cf nature is new becomne a seene cf
delusion te the sonsual mmid. Ilardly any thing is wbat it
appears te ho. And wbat flattors most is always farthest frem
reality. There are veices which sing areund yeu, but whese
stiains allure te muin. There is a banquet spread, wliere poison
is in cvcry disli. There 18 a conch invitcs yen te repose;- but
te shumber upen it 18 deatb. In sncb a situation, "hc ont high-
miinded, but fear. " Lot sebricty temiper your unwary ardeur.
Lot wisdoui ho the offspring of reflection ncw, rather than the
fruit of bitter experienco heeafter.

* * * * * * * *c * e * * * * * *

0f aIl the fellies incident te youth, there are none which cither
deforin its pros unt appearance, or hlast the prospect of~ its future
presperity, inore than self-coneeit, presumption. and ohstinncy.
By checking its natural progress in i mprovement, they fix it in
eng1ç immaiitumùity ; and frequently produce misebiefs, which eau

nover bc ropaired. Yet these are vices tee cemimonly feund
ang the young. Big with enterprise, and elnted by hope,
they reselve te trust for succcss te noue but themselves. Full
cf theim' own. abilitics, thcy deride the admonitions which are
,giv2-n thcm hy tlheir friends, as the timiorous suggestions cf age.
Tee wise te learn, tee imnpatient to deliberate, toc forward te be
restrained, they plunge, withi procipitant indiscretion, into the
rnidst cf ahI the dangers witb w'hich life ahounds. IlSeest thcu
a young man wise iu bis own cenceit ? There is more hepe cf a
feel than of' him.

In erder to render yourselves amiable in society, corrcet every
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