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OPINIONS OF TIIE PRESS.

Notwithstanding ghe acrimony which has been exhibited to-
wirds the E.onomist by a portion of the public Press, we are glad
to find that the views we have expressed are making w. v even
amongst those who profess to be unfavorable to Free Trade.
Grumbling, it is now admutted, will not serve us,  To grumble
when the cisis is arrived, is mere childishness.  If we wish to
preserve our commerce, we must make the most of the altered
state of aflairs, amd put ourselves in a position to compete with
New-York for the carrymng trade.  This view of the question is
the one taken by the editor of the Quebec Gazelle, in an article on
on the subject of the trade of the country. To the opinions of that
writer we atlach considerable importance 3 and we are very glad
to find that he takes so ratwnal a view of our resources, and of
our abjlity *“1o staud alone,”—The followmg is the anticle t—

{From the Quebec Qazette of 2Wih May )
THE TRADE OF CANADA.

An extract from the Montreal Gazelte, contrimng & communicatios on the subject of
the future course of the trado of the St. Lewrence, with somo remaths of the editor, wail
be found 1 tns doy's Gazette.

Tlus suljyect acquires a new interest from the lato fece trade measures of the Butush
Governmout, and tho United States bonding prujects for Canada amports end exports.

Under the present system, tho trade of Canada was finshing sts way to the Unted tates
northern soa ports. ‘I'hat tendeney will be accelerated uodar the contemplated measuses.

‘The questions w reality will be—Shall the trade of Conada employ Brtish or Ameri-
cab shippiog T Shall shail it chuefly go by tho St. Lawrenco or the Fudson, sud the just
profits of mereantie ogency vest in Canada or the Umited States ¢

Ihe St. Lawreace has the advantage of greater factlities for navigation ; but its outlet
to tho sea s more difficult and dangetous than the outiet of the Hudson from New York,
whicls leads by a shost distance to the sea, throughout the year; nithough the navigation
ofthe New Yourk canals and the Hudsun is civsed by sce neatly us long as the St. Lawrenee

Tho St Lawcence bas the sdvantago that shipmients nay be made at any port on the
Great Lakes, acd goods imported thare, with but one trambspinent, w lorger vesseis than
by New York. LY

Tho Hudson reute hes the advantage of clicaper fresght and insurance from New York
to Buropo than from the St. Lawreazo,

The propused bondimg system of the United Stztes dues anway with Do disndvantago of
New York and other Umited States ports frum heaser duties on unpostation than m Ca-
nada, but the delt recently cantracted i Canada, and the mercuning expenses of 1ts Go-
vemment, aro greatly daminsshing this disadvantage of New York,

‘The protectiun gnen to nmports from Canada  the United Kingdom has probably
contnibuted to ntroduce a less mtelligent, active, and cheap eonducting of business than
1 the United States, wlich must opesato as o disadvantsge to the trade of the §t Law-
tence, althuugh it may hve been agrecuble and even profitable to thuse concerned in it

The retaining the trade by the St. Lawrence by Batish shop-owners, British mer-
chants, and penoas engaged i thoe trade and andustey of the tuwns along the St Law -
tence, will now depend on the inteld e, achivity, and cheapness with which the pro-
duco of the several localitics alung the River and the Lakes can be tanported o war-
hets beyond sea, and the returus received an these dulszent loealities. Al unnecessary
burthies on trade vught to bo dumnished or removed as quickly as possible.  ‘I'he, pro-
vince is involved an dabt, which wiki tale ohoul two hundred thousand pounds annu-
ally, chicfly out of ths trade, fur antercst alune, whicl 18 a heavy buithen, besides s
contributivns to the overgrown and still increasing culonial expenditure, for which it can
hardly be sand an cquivaleat 1n scrvices 1s tendered ; all dues and charges ought to be
reduced and kept at tho towest poesib'o rate, as the only sure means of mamtaunng the
competition with New York nad the United States scaports.

Wth the trade gues the tevenue, nearly the whole industsy of the fowns, and the best
market for a great pant of the produco of tho farmer which cannot be disposed of at a
great distance.

With the cessation « f the export 3ad impart teade by the St. Latwrenes, the producers
along its banks, would s ave to dopead on only one set of deslers and egeats, wso, anta:
mily would become mo ¢ exacting tu their charges, notwitlstauding indisidus} compe-
tition.

It would be unwise . us to fold our arme and 1a1l **in good sct terms ™ against Bric
tish leguslation.  There could bs no compact between the colonsts and the Legislature
ofthe Empure schick has a2 all times expresaly rescrved o atself the regulation of trade.
1 th's power lins been erroncously cxercised, 1t may be shewn, aod we ate bound to be—
licve, that st will be renedigd,

With proper excitions on our part, wo arestill better off than we would be if the inha-
hitants of the banks of the St Lawsenco were entirely depeadent on the tradens of the
Umited Stales seaports, and subject 1o theie laws and thewr burtbeas; bLut ** true allege
ence,” like common honesty, never raises & question of INTKRXST a9 an cxcuse for is
vinlation,

In the Pilot of the 27th ult. we find a very just statement of the
ohjects which the Free Traders of Montreal propose. We are
oblig2d to the cditor of that paper for his advocacy, and trust that
he may be the means of removing some of the misrepresentations
which have been circulated against onr Association and its ob-
jects.  What these objects are the Pilof thus explains—

* What then do Uieso frco traders aim at } et the Canadian people und d~—let
tucir reviicrs meet them with arguiment, if they are able,

**They desire that the carrping trade of tho St. Lawrence should bo thrown open to
the wotld, 30 2hat by lenscning the cost of freight the cities of Qucbec and Montsenl may
Lo coabled to competo wath New Y otk for the trade of the West—thicy desize the abohtion
of Impesial duties undes wiich the Canndian consumer s taxod,ns we have shown clece
wheron thisnumber, £15 on every £300 of glassthiat ho uses and nearly three fanthings
on every pound of sugar that he consumes, and in like propotiion on nearly all fmperted
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atticles, Such aro some of the objects of the mon who are rovilod by the anonymous cor.
respondent of the Qazette and by the Courter. If * tho great hody of the merchants "
are opposed to such views, then it ouly proves that they ase grassly ignorant of the ttue
int rests of the country, and moro cspecially of thew own. It us highly probuble that
many or even all the free teaders may think the people of England nght i demanding
the repeal of tho Corn Laws, hut 1tis untruo that they have ever demanded such ropeal as
@ measute forthe advantogo of Caneda, On the contrry they have enly come forwasd,
when thosuccess of the new scheme was beyond a doubtto advocate meusures calculated
to save the Peovince feont impediog rusn.  Such aro the facts, and wo defy any of the
opponents of tho freo tzade meastres to corabat thew wath argument,™

Even the Montreal Herald is compelled to give in, and confess
that something must be done in the way of Free Trade to keep
up the commerce of the country. The editor of that journal
snyg—

“ We concerve there are three modes of rehief within the power of the Imperial Logis-
Taturo. Iat, ‘I'he renussion of the intercst on the capital expended on our pubuc works
2nd, The entire repeal of the duty on out cxports of graw; und Ird, The removal of ol
commercial restrictions m fusone of British mansfuctures, and sume modification of the
navigation fows, by which foresgn stupping may be permitted to transpurt our produce to
the home markets *

These are good signs. All that is required is that the public
mind should be thoroughly aroused, and that the fallacious idea
should be abandoned that protection can be kept up in Canada
when it has beenrelinquished in the mother country.  What we of
the Economist seck todo is, to show the mercantile and agricultu-
ral communities their real position. Let them once understand
that, and we have no doubt that means will be found to keep the
trade from flowing wto other channels.

Oxk oF THE Errecrs or Dirrerextial DuTies.—We extract
the paragraph below from an anticle which has appeared lately
in the Montreal Pilot. It exhubtts one of the effectsof differential
duties in raising the price of a necessary article of comfort. It1s
the same jwith many cther articles quite_as important ag glass.
The public, indeed, have no idea of the price 1ey pay for ¢ pro-
tection.” They magine the advantage to be all on their own side,
forgetting that tf Great Brtam affurds advantages to the Colonles
in her maiket, she claims advantages in return.  If Loth sides of
the ledger could be made up. it would be found, we verily ve-
lieve, that the loss the Colony sustains in the way of * ditlerential
duties *? more than counterbalunces the “advantages she receives
from protection :—

A few days azo we were anfurmed by enc of our merchants that ko had just paid
£100 duty on L3509 worth of foreiga window ginss,  OF this £100, £25 was Provincial
duty, and £33 Impenic).  Now it must be obvivus that o fotegn window glass can
compete with Brtsh with such a jprotection, e semorval of the Impenel duty would
cughic the consumer to obian lus g'nss 13 per cent. cheaper  Mcenatime Canadian cone
sumers are paying L£15 to the manufacurers of Bitiuh guass on every L1060 uscd in the
Provigee.”

A Coxtrast.—Let those who think well of protection and pro-
hibition look to Spain. In that great, but wretchedly soverned,
kingdom, protection and protubition have brousht into existence
one hundred thousand armed smugalers, who sometimes are an
overmatch for the military ; the country swarms with brigands
robberies are frequent, and wtappears that three hundred thousand
people are depending for a living on iliieat trafic.  Custom-houses
produce comparatively little, aud the nation is bankrupt.—From
this picture turn to Holland, a country freer from cominercial
restraint than any in Europe, except Switzerland, where they
have no castom-houses at all.  In Holland, persons and propenty
are sufe, land more vajuzble than in Fngland—thero are no poor
rates, no beggars, as goverument employs the idle, whilst the in-
habitants enjoy a high degree of comturt, civilization and wealth;
and Switzerland, with obvious disadvantages of climate and posi-
tion, carries on a prosperous trade, and boasts a happy, brave,
contented, and independent people.

THE ARISTOCRACY AND THE CORN LAWS.

——

The following is an extract from the speech of Sir R. Peel, delivered m
the House of Commons on Monday, the 4th of May :—

* The nobic lord says that a Minster of Eagland would do well to adopt the language
of the Minister of France, if he would sec the advzntage of upbolding g terrstorial ars-
tocraey—th~ mmntenance of a tetntonal anstocracy being essential o the preservation
of the Conscrvative principle of legislation.  Now I am disposed to adopt the doctrine of
that Freach Minister—of M. Guizot. 1 believe it to be of the highest impartance that o
territorsal etalocsacy shouid bo upheld—and that in no country is it of greater impor-
tanco that such should be the case than in this country, poculiaz fur its constitution and
the character of its peoplo {chaen). Itrast that in England a tertitorie] nristocracy,
invested with just powers and authority, will long be maintained, I am convinced that
it 15 esacntial 8 the purposes of good government, and 1 am alio convineed that n uimely
concegsion in a certain state of public cpinton agd of saciety would bo the mest effeetual
way of mamtaimog the legitimato authonty of atetnitorial anstacracy (hear, hear ; and
f T thapght that the ¢ s of this prot was tial to the mai of
that ternitonal aniatacracy, I ahonld sec in that fact o very strong reasor for the presesva-
tion of protection : but I must see whether 1t be for tho real interest of the torritorial
ar slocracy to atiempt to maintain its authority by continuing restrictions on our com-




