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finds a missionary who is inclined to be somewhat antocratic, just as
one sometimes meets o pastor who knows better than his chureh what
is good for them, but as a rule the whole history of foreign missions
is marked by constant deference to the desirves and opinions of native
churches, an carnest desire to make them as soon as possible entirely
independent of extrancous support and influence. Indeed, sifted to
the bottom, the trouble with many of these complainants is that the
missionaries are putting too much upon the people, in the way of their
own self-support, so that they are unable to give to their pastorsas large
salaries as a few—Dby no means all, or even many—claim as their due.

4. Perhaps the most serious charge made against foreign missions is
that they pay undue attention to education, to the neglect of distinet-
ively spiritual work. Here some, who honor missionaries and their
efforts, feel obliged to dissent from their position. They say, ** This
education is all well and wise, but so long as there are such wide
regions unreached by the gospel, it is not right to withhold the offer
of salvation to thousands, that a few hundreds may learn more of this
world’s wisdom.” In order to & correct understanding of this most
important subject, certain things must be kept in mind. The object
of sending foreign missionaries to any community is not merely the
conversion of a certain number of individual souls, but the develop-
ment of a Christian community, founded upon solid Christian char-
acter. Except as this is accomplished. there can be no permanence.
It cannot be accomplished without education. The native commun-
ities cannot give that education, forcigners must. In this all agree.
There must then be some education given by missionaries. The ques-
tion thus becomes one of degree. ILow much is essential, or rather,
how little can possibly meet the most urgent demands. Here it may
fairly be claimed that the churches must trust their missionaries.
Noue realize so keenly as they do the great need. None are more
fully alive than they to the heavy responsibility resting upon them.
None understand so well the shifting phases of the great problem of
the world’s evangelization, or are so competent to judge wisely how to
meet them.  A$ 7,000, 10,000, 12,000 miles’ distance, their acts may
not always scem wise, but the chances are that they are fully as wise as
the criticisms thatare passed upon them.  They may fairly claim, that
if they are worthy to be the churches’ representatives, they ave worthy
of their confidence, especially in so vital @ matter as this.

THE MIRACLES OF MISSIONS.—No. XI.
A WONDERFUL WORK IN THE WEST INDIES.
[EDITORIAT—~A. T. P.]
For years we have been watching one of the most remarkable of all
the missionary movements of modern times. It is remarkable for its
strange inception, its providential progress, and its unrivaled success.



