
that the present ereation was not eut ofW abruptly from the proceding one, but that,
on tII6 contrary, it dovetailcd into it at a thousand different poiTats, wve are led also
to knowv, that any scheme of'ree inci'hation 'vhiJh ývou!d separate betwveeti the re-
cent and the extinet existences by a chaotic Uulf of death and darkness. is a sheme
whieh no long"er meets the necessities of the race. Thiough pcrfectly adcquate forty
years of agon, it lias been greatly outgrown by the progress of geological diseovery,
anud is as T have said, adequate no longer; and it becomes a not; unimportant mat-
ter to determine the special seherne that would bring into completest har-
uionv the course of creation, as now ascertained by, the geologyist, and that brief but
sublime narra~tive of' its progyress which fornis a meet introducetion in Iloly Writ to
the human family."

Proma the present titne up to the timps represented by the earliest Eocene forma-
tions of the Tertiary division, day bas sueceeded day, and season lias followed sea-
soi), and that xîo clîasm or hiatus-no age of general chaos, darkness, and death-
lias oeeurrcd, to break the uine of succession, or check the course of' life. Ail the
evidence runs counter to thec supposition that inimediately bef'ore the appearance
of nian upon earth, there existed a chaotic period w'hichi seperated the previous from
the present creation. Up tilI the commencement of the Bocene ages, if even th on,
there was no such chaotic period, in at least whlat is noiv ]ritain anld the E uropean
continent; the persisteney from a higli antiquity of some of the existing races, of not
only plants an d sheils, but of oven some of the miammiferious aniiais, such as the
badgrer, the goat, and the wild cat, prove there iras flot; and any sulhenle o? recon-
ciliationi ihieh takes sucli a period for granted must be deemied as unsnited to the
present state of geologie knowledge, as any schemne would have been forty years
ago 'whieh took it for granted that the îritings of Moses do Ilfix the antiquity of
the grlobe.""

Hie next disposes o? I'ye Smith's view, one which however lias never re-
ceived rnuch countenance eier aniong Theologians or Geologists.

The selieme of' reconeiliation adopted by the late Dr 1?ye Smith, though. save in
one partieular, identicai, as 1 have said, with that of Dr Chalmners is nuade, in vir-
tue of its single point of difference, to steer elear of the difficulty. ]3oth sehemes
exhibit the creation recorded in Geriesis as an event ivhicb took place about six
thousand years agro; both deseribe it as begun and compieted in six natural days;
and both represent, it as cut off fromi a previously existing creation by achaotie po-
rincl of death and darkness. But 'while, aeeording to tlue sebemne of Chalmers, both
the ]3iblical creation and the previous period of death are represented as e.oexten-
sive with the globe, they are rcpresented, accordingy tothat of Dr Smith, as limited
and local. Îhey may have extended, it is said, over only a few provinces of Cen-
tral Asia, in v.lic, îvhen ail was lufe and light in other parts of' the globe, there
rei.!ncd for a tiute oniy death and darkness amid the wclIterings of a chaotic sea;
u hit b, at the Divine commiand, iras penetrated by liglit, and occupied by dry land,
and ultimiately cre the end o? the creative îveek, became a centre in wvhuch certain
plants auîd aniials, and finally muan hiuinself', ivere created. .And this sehenie, by
le-avingy to the «eologipst in this country and elsewhiere, save mayhap in somie un-
known Aisiatie district, luis unbroken series, certainly dcoes flot conflict ivith the
fficts educed by geologie discoverY. It virtually removes seripture altogether out
o? the field. 1 must conress, hovwever, that on this, and some other accounis, it bas
faiied to satisfy nme. 1 have stunîbled. too, at ef.he conception of a merely local and
limitod chaos, in 'wbich the darkness would ho so complete, that irben first pene-
trated by the lighlt, that peuetration could ho described as actually a 2ak7ing or
creating of hghlt ; and that, irbile life obtained ail around its precincts, could yet bo
thornugiy void of lire. A local darkness so profound as to admit no ray of liglit
scemq to have fallen foi a tume on E gypt, as one of the ten plagues; but thbce vent
was evidently iiraculous ; and no stu d nt of natural science is entitled to have
reenurse in order to extricate hiniself out o? a difliculty, to, supposititious, unrecord-
ed miracle. Cre-ation cannot takze place ivithout wiratle; but it ivould be a stran'ge
reversa of aIl our previous conclusions on the suhject, shouid ire have to, bold that
the dead, ilaýrk,blank- out o? iricli reation arose iras miraculous aiso. And ifre-
j ectiu- miracle, ire east ourselves on the purely natural, ire find that the local dark-

rueses ependenit on knowvn causes, of wirbel ire have any recrinitoy ee
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