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A VICTIM.

Yesterday we announced tho death of Jolus B, Leeperance, a
paino familiar to overy old member of the commumty, but ar the
timo wo wera not aware that the last three or four mouths ot tus
lile wero epent at tho county poor-house, and thut he died «
maniac pauper.  Such, however, was the casc, and 1t affords but
another evideneo of the cold.heurtedness and selfishnesa of this
world, and the value that should be attached to -vorldly fricnd.
*hip.

John B. Lespcrans ¢ cane to s ety at an carly day from
Canads, u young man of talent, that bude fair to do well i the
world.  For some ycara he attended strictly to busmess,und every.
thing prospered under hix guidance and contrsl.  He became at.
tached to the Ameniean Fur Caompany, and soon amassed a smal}
fortune, married nto nno of the oldest and most respectable Freneh
fanilics, and gettled down Jor life.  Ehis addiion to St. Lows wus
ono of the most valuable cver made. and if managed properly,
would have y'elded an almust wexhanstible revenuo; but the
flowing bow! and fashwaable hiv isve many allurements to win
the virtuous and prospervus frum the even tenor of their ways,
and Leaperance becamo a worldiy mnan.

His fortune, acquired by years of mdustry and hard labor, was
spent in less tung thun he was employed 1 making 1ty hus old
friends and assuciates, ar xoon as his property was goue, became
urel of his socicty ; his wife was snatehed from him by the band
of death, und even his relatives, to whom he had betore lonked
for support, now furzovk and cven shunned lim.  Housclese,
friendlors, and bankrupt in purse, he rambled the city fur sume
year or tore, gamning a scanty sustenance from the cold hand of
chanty, until at last, ne an act of kidoess, he was sent to the
cohnty farm as a common pruper.

Here he remained for somic tune, uatil at last tus badily wfie.
mitics and tho knowledze of hiv wrongs dethroned reason, und
death put an end ta the further miverics of the muaniae pavper.
He died and was buricd, but of ulf his former friends und asso-
ciates, of all who had m years of prospenty enjoyed his friendship
and shared his bounty, only three could be found withng 1o attend
lis body toits last restng place. * ‘Thue hved, dicd, and was
buried, the warm hearted Lesperance, whose dissipated hfe and
nuscranle end should serve as a warmog 1o all young men —
New.York Journal of Commerce.

ANOTHER VICTIM.—LXECUTION OF SMITH.

Ata very carly hour yeosterday morming, large aroups of peaple
weee to be scen making therr way towards the New Jal, the
place appointed for the execution of Smith, a soldier of the Rifle
Brigade, fur shooting Exastwoud, & private s the same segunent.
The number of persuns assembled to witness the searful scene
must have been over 3000, a lurge portivn, we are ashamed to
say, being women and ehiidren.

A few minules before 1) o'clack, the prisaner was led from the
celin to the scaffold, preceded by the Shenff, and other officers of
justice. The unhappy man was stiended duning s fast mo
ments by the Rev, Messrs. Grasseit and Matchell, Mansters of the
Church of England.  The prisoncr mounted the scaffuld with o
firm step, and scemed to survey the muftitude nround hin with
much composure of mmd, but-lie did not speak.  He then knelt
dowa upons the drop, ond the ropo havmg been adjusted by the
cxecutioner, a praycr was read by Mr. Grassett, wn which the
nnsoncr scemed to jomn with feeling.  After having engaged for a
few moments in devolion, the signal was given by the Sheriff,
the drap fell and the unhappy man was faunched into cternity.

Wo are assured that Smth, for some days previous to tus cxe-
cution, gavo strong cvulence of duep and sincere repentance for
the crime which he committed ; be freely acknowledged the jus.
tice of the punishmeat awarded to lim for his enme, and secmed
to regret that he did not plead gislty at the Bar of Justice.  He
stated to the mumster who attended him, that he would not have
committed the murder had he not been under the wmfluence of
strong drink at the time, a fact which was not steted at hus triul.
It appcears that he had taken three glasses of andy, und some

control aver them —Toronto Globe.

On this, the e, of Mwoutreal, makes the following re-
moiks :—

We wiil vay notling at pregcut on the policy or unpolicy of
capital punishinent.  "There will be more bangings soon, and we
mav then deem it expedient tr wite on the subjeet.  But wo
wish to dircet the attention of wur icaders to the stalement mado
by tho wreiched man whaso Lls was tuken {rom hane sust week,
According to s own confosron he cotmmiited the dreadful deed
under the mfluence of intoricating hguors, e had tsken * threo
ginsses of brandy and some beer** u fow minutes before.  Under
the exertement of the maducauge t.xture hus passiuns becauns un.
controllable.  ‘I'he nurder of lus comrade was lus next act, and
that was follow ed by his own disgrracful death,

Now, funk at our own Pulice Reporta for the fast week.  Forty-
six persons were brought befure the Magidrates: fweaty.s'x of
themn were *“drunk nnd disordesly,” and camnardy dealt with
aceordingiy. .

Drunkenness is not on the dechne my Montreal.  We aro in.
formed, an the wther hand, that many persons who have taken
the pledge within the st tadeemonths, lnve ntaned to ther
old habits.  Vigoras cfturts should now be made by the fucnds
of tempersnee,  We learn from the Temperance Adrocate that
the subject is under convideration m the proper guaricr.

Wo present these facts to the serions consideration of overy
wellawisher to fus country, wheither eonnccied with the Tempe
rance society or tot. “Fwo other vichms have been offered up to
the dem n Intamperance,  “The plague is raging. It s doing its
deadly work, m every corner of our land, every day, and cvery hour,
Mulutudes arc swept away in als devastating progress; and
amongst them are tv be found swee of the myst gified and
pronsmg of our Ciuzens, whuse talents wnd sccomphshments
rendered thesn the chum of every circle, and fitted them to take
the lead in every public, pintanthropre movement.  The two in-
stances mentioned i the preccding cxtracty, ure only a saple of
the cvil that is done; they arc only two of the wreeks that have
been discovered flvauny dowan the stieim of ntenperance, but
there arc thousands besides that deft past, sud escapo obscrvation,
What is to be dune to put a stop to it ?

Let us be wmoderate, some are replying,  But this s preciscly
what we have been dung. or trying to do, for mauy yeurs.  We
must give the advocates of muderation full eredun for sincenty,
and adrmit that they ha¥e been futhfully cndeavenng to practise
moderation themsclyes, and snculeate it upon others,  Yet, under
tas very system, the evil has grown up, and reached ls present
appalbing magmtude. A few may tamper with ntoxicating
drink, 1 the dauly vse of 11, wathuut beng hurt thereby ; but the
gencrabty will not do so;, and, the custom be sull  kept op, 1t
is obvious that tulttudes will be wnsuared. We muaintamn,
there 18 no safcly for the public, shott of fotal abstuence ;
und cven there, the safely is nut absolute but only corpara.
tive,  The drnking usages of saciely sow the seed out of
which intemperance grows. W hen two individuals begin to fight,
for diversion, there 1s great danger that they will soon fight m
carnest i and when two indwiduals resort to the wine cup, or the
punch bowl, for fashion, or for frolic, there 13 & siumiar dan-
ger that they will soun do so from the love of at.

With respect to the ncreasc of .ntemperance in this city, al.
luded 1o by a contemparary in a preceding cstract, we hope that
this statement should be accomnpancd wih some qualifica.
tion.  ‘There s not sv much mtemperance now, as in former
years, bul we must confess it hizs been on the nereass smnce the
appearance of the cholera in July last.  The discontinvance of




