. m e e e P . . - y ——-

2 CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE. l

rated with cmblematic banners, and the choir-gallery tustefully
ornamented, was ocenpied by a seleet party of vocal and mstru-
mental amateurs, reudy to pour their harmnnizing influence over
the uescmbly ; and most efficently dul they do so, al » later perind
of the cvening.  ‘P'wo tubleg, extending the whole length of the
hull, stood in the midst, grouning under every vancty of cuker
thut culmary skidl and femnle taste could fashion or prepare,
whatat the gratefu! fumes of the tea.urn began already to vseend
and 611 the mr with the refreshing fragrance of the ** celestial
thrub.”” A wstant betore the mallet of the chairman was put in
requisition, the coup d'eil from the gallery was amueingly mdis-
cnbable ; every ©* eranny and loop hele” appeared already to have
bean occupied, but now the pressure grew nto an actuul scramble,
and lucky was ths swain who eould at length find for his protegé,
4 mgle sitting for two.”  The wanagimg comunitice exhuusted
themselves sud their rescurces with the devotion of martyrs § but
the stalwart yeomnen of the township of Tormto, hosever wrul
thewr fur campamons, praved of too subborn s wmould to be
*squeezed inta nothmpg,” und we are told seveial of them re-
turned to their homes without belng able to obtan admittunce.
Be this as 1t may, we can safely assert that enough were there to
sutisfy the woxt cager oxpectant, Bubes m arms, and sires in
second childhood, mautrons gruve and ma dens gay, decked
every vanety of costuine, © from russct gown to silken robe)
were crowded together in the most pleasing variety, and with true
republican dwsrepard of rank or stution; and fastidious ndecd
must be the eye that could not find some delightful sesting place.
 Beanty was there in all ats churms,
And freely lent its aid to ull.”

Shortly after seven o'clock the chair was assigned, Ly acclama.
twn, to Dr. Crew, who, on sssunnng it, addressed u few appro-
puate remnrks to the pssembly in is own peculiarly happy man.
ner. * He felt proud to bo called upan to perform this duty. It
wus the second time that it fell to hus tot o preside ata Rechabite
soiree, und, slthough the ane =t which he furmerly officiated left
the most gratifying remimscencee, he felt that this was an veea.
swn of surpassing ntercest and importance, and thal a great honour
h&d bren put upon im.  When he lookced on the denso array be-
fore Iy, he doubted of b own abiluy to discharge the duty
which devolved upon him with efficency ; but he relied on the
decorum of the company, and the aseistance of the managing
cotnmitteo ; and he believed his task would be rendered eusy und
pleasrant.  He had no doubt that & good deal of inconvenience
would be felt from the crowded state of the apartment; but he
trusted this would be cheerfully burac with on sccount of the
caure, which was one of paramoont exccllence, being, i fact, the
smelioration of the humun fumily. The Doctor alluded, feeling-
Iy, to the peculiat privileges enjayed by the peopic of this country,
_whcn such peaceful densoustrations as the present could bo placed
in contrast with the disturbed gathenngs of Conuncutal Europe,
which could only be held under *ie ban uf official condemnation.”
The chairman baving resumed his sest, the Indics pres.ding at the
tables began to dispense their bovnties, and the chor poured forth
u fevourile melody, which was succceded by eeveral picces exe:
cuted with much taste aund judgment. Indeed, without any in.
vidious distinction, 1t may be smd that the music, next ta the
ladics, was the greatest attraction of the evening.

Toa over, the chairman introduced to the meeting Mr. Richrd-
son, of Toronto, & vewran of the Temperance cause, who, in s
lucid and comprehenmve address, exhbited the eviis of intewiper.
ance snd the Leneficial influence cxerted by associations of this
nsture. He felt nn difficolty in addsessing the mecung, On
such a sabject he was not afraid that he shauld have too little to
say—his feur was he should have oo much, although he saw
uround him many others better gualified than hinself 1o crgage the
attention of the company. e was pleascd o sce so many pre-
rent; indeed the place was too crowded (a voicc—no, no.) He
particularly hailed the prerence of so many youny faces, and
augared well from this circumstance, as from the young must the
future champions be drawa and the ranks filled up. He had
travelled much of the conntry westward, and conld spezk {rom
cxperience of the progress of the cause;—it was gunmg fast
hold on the community and wonld ultimately presail.  This
house, got up with e much expedition, for temperance objects,
bore tegumony that the cause was no mushrenm growth. e
spoke of his own carly ndvocacy of temperance.  He bhad for.
meriy held tho doctrine of abstinence from distijled hquoss only,
but b had, for years, been persuaded that this ground was us-

built s fortress on the rock ol teetotalmm—the only safeguard of |
the cauee,  He nuswered objections held to socicuies hke this. It i
was strange, that i so cabghtened un age any one could be
fuund to urge vbjections to wstitntions o beneficul n therr ten. ,‘
dency; vet, such there were, and ho regretied (0 say, many per. |
sons of good imtcnlions and prety were among the namber, on the
sround of theie encroncinmg on the provinee of the gospel. ‘The
fa'lycy of this ubjection he illustriuted by cugent arguments, and |
concluded by cxpressing his belsef tiat sush mstitutsms were use- %
ful servants i the causeof the gospel, striving ta leud therr feeble
wd to sts nfluence i smehwrating the condition vl the hummn L,
famly, wud promotng the:s best anterots m this world and the '
oext.

Jeose Ketehum, Esq, of Butfalo, next addressed the assenbly
at considerable length, exputinting ou the «vis of intemperance
and the benefieral influence excercised by Rechabito Societies
whesever they exusted.  He ulluded 1o the exuaordnary march of .
the huinan mind in the present nge, and expressed hus behief that 1}
the general diffusion of temperance princples vould lead the
musscs to such a degree of mental developement, that discoverica
would mu'tiply iufimtely, and socicty ndvance to comparative per.
fection. He dwelt on the bleesings cnjoyed by tns Provmece—
the health, the peace, and the pienty wlieh prevailed. We had
a fino climate, nich soil, and goud government ;—and every man
might ho down in secunty and cnpoy the fruits of fus industry
undisturbed ; thus offerng a coatrast o oluer countnies for which
we should be thunkful. He alluded to the approach of the
cholera, and called npon drunkards 1o beware—they were its cer.
tain victims. He concluded with the apostolic cxhortation
“ Whautsoever things are, &c.”

Mr. Arnold, from England, was here introduced to the audi
euce, and spoke very energeucally fur & coustderable time, mter-
spersing Ins address with several suncedotes connccted with bis
own exertions mn the cause of lemperance; but we were unablo
to take noes of his speech owing to the pressn-c.

The Rev Dawvid Wright, in maving a vote of thunks to the
ladics for the great pams tzken by them 1w preparing viands for
the occusinn, offered & few appropnato teiiaths, «m@ was st.:ccet;do
ed by the Rev. W, M*Clure, who gave a very interesting and
clognent address, replete with hamour wnd information, He
would have preferred being permutted o decline the mvitation to
address the sssembly, but, having cotie so far tv attend the meet.
ing, it nught not look becoing an old tectotal er to leave without
olfering n f-w remrks, espremliy when it dovolved apon ban to
move a resalution expressive of the hearty concurrence of the
meeting, in the abjects of the Rechabite Soziety, and its best wighes
for their suceess It nfiorded hun infinile gratification to sco such
1 hundsom» building erected forn Temperance Association, und to
witness such @ respectuble procres’on of temperance disciples as
he hud scen to.dav. 112 dwelt on the progress of the canse in
Treland, whence he hud recently armved It had been formerly
tse procuice, it that country, io pat up =t laverns, figures of the
Saints, an ccrtain vccasious, and to have tham pamted on the
sign.boatds ; and he remembicred a poor fullow wh», on one vcea-
swon, afier havmg been * drowning the shamrock,” according to
.mmemorul custom, with rather too much devolion, was heard
cjacnlating, us he stond toftering opposite ene of these sacted
eff. sics, and almst sinking under all the unscnes succeeding bis
revels, ¢ Oh, birssed St Patrick ! what I awm suffuring for your
sake this bleased duy.”” It was deemed, as it were, an oct of
picty 1 those days to got drunk ; but thmgs had taken unothor
dircction mnce, and the s:gnboards which swung so long us at-
tractions to the tepruon, WerC how but reldom to be seen. In .
some instances the mnk-epers thamselves wero among tho first t0
abandon the traffic, turning therr capatal mto other chennels; and |
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one ay now travel manv miles without gecing » tavern or mect. !
iz a drunken person.  He wou!d urge on the Iadies the propriety

of forming R Jhabite Nocicties among themsclves.  They had |
<nch 1 lrewnd, ond the ancicat Rechabites weluded in thar .
gam® s the wiz s and daughters of the men that belonged to the '
ecer.  There was snother feature connccted with the sacicties |
i Ireland which, perhape, migis be serviceable to others hore to
mention.  He meant the efforts of the members o promote mu. .
tunl intellectunl unprovement. In Brlfast, onc of the members,
a hatter, taught the others Latin and German for a couple of:
hours two evenings in the week: another tanght hneal drawing ;

anothe gra mwmar, &a.  The Rev, geatleman, in canclysian,




