
OS TRE OFICE or IJEACONÇS.

u? the temnporal afihirs of thc cintrcai,
amui demoustrate the iniexpedieîîcy of
coniîectiîîg it %vitli the ininistcrial of-
lice.

Tite duty ruid the privilege of thé
cliurclî ii titis matter %vas to look out
frontu ainong theiesevcn încn,and choose
tlicm to titis ofie rîiere is a striking0
propricty nianif'estcd in rcqîîiring the
people to select tiiese ofice-bearers.
Thie apostles theniselves %verec minont-
]y qîialificd to niake Uie seleetion; theiy
%vere inspired with the gift o? discern-
ing spirits, and werc able to tell %vith
inf'ullible certaiîity, iviio among the
inembers o? the churcli %vould Most
fuithfülly discharge the trust reposedl
in them. But tliey refrained front au-
thoritatively iliterering lin the appoint-
mnent. WVlile tlîey maititained the pre-
rogative of their own office they sera-
pulously avoidcd infringing the righits
of the peoiple: thus giving the sanction
of God to the dictate of reason, tliat
the consniunity wlîiclî fils~ tie treasury
ouglit to Maniage its distribution. Be-
lîold a remarkable feature in the secular
econonmy oftle cliurcli, exliibited in titis
act. WVlile its inspired rîîlers ordain au-
thoritatively its order tlîey leave unini-
paired tie great prineiples of hiumait lib-
crty,andcaUlsallits converts totie umiet-
tered enjuymecnt uf thern. IIow farx have
those branches of the cliorch departed
front Uic rules and practices or tic apos-
tics, Wvho leave ice laity nothing but a
blind and passive srubjectiomî! The con-
sequences o? such usurpation have been
Most perniclous to tie progress of the
Gospel. A calions indifflerence to its suc-
cess,or an infantile imnbecility in promot-
ing it, h=a. grown upon the ebturcli, its
PriesUiood is its onily agemicy, and the
sincws o? its membersliip ]lave becomîîe
slirunk and powcerlcss.

wVlile îosvcver the aposties in Cali-
ing tipon tic nuenibers ?tlite chircm to

select tiiese secilar office-bearers, let
thecir îîatural amd inlierent riglit uiînn-
fringcd, yet iii the exercise of thînt spir-
ituial authority with %vhîicl Christ liad
iuîvestcd thern, they explaiicd aîîd de-
fiîîcd thie qualifications reqoisite to the
office. Tite cliorch %crc to select mencî
of lionest report-of reputable char-
acters and stanîding in society-îîîeîi
attested for uuîimpeachuable intcgrity
and uinstwerving partiality. For wlierever
a trust is rcposed, thuere ouglît to bc val.
id reasons of' confidence, tlîat, tic mur-
murings o? the discoiltented aîîd thie insini-
uations o? thie jealous May bc silenced.
Tlîey wcre to select mn fou oÇ faith
and of the IIoly Ghîost. Foi as office-
bearers in a spiritual communîty, even
though thiri special duties Nvcrc pure-
ly secular, it wvas riglît aiid nccessary
tlîat thîey should posscss the spiritual
character, tlîat tlieir faitli in the doc-
trines of tie cross siîould be fuIly cb-
tablished, and thuat they should ]lave
obtaincd tlîat abondant grace tlien Eu
richly eîujoved, and so essejîtial to tlîeîr
usefulncss. They were to select in
of wisdomn, wvithiuut wlîicl tlîe greatcst
purity o? inltention cantiot Iîrese:rte
front error and injurious iiensures.
Titis wvas a uîecessary qualificationî for
deacons, eceîi in ref'crence to the simple
seculatities o? thc priirîutive chiorci;- t'ut
e'weî tlien, they hadl to deal %% Ait Uie lit-
terested aîîd thic prejuidiccd, to sîilence
their niurinuriugs, and to difflsse t1w
hiahlowed atnîosplîcrc o? the celestial
%vorld over transactions %% lnch ii their
own nature bore thic menu iimnpress ul
tiîne. Oh! uliat ivisdoin, wliat piety,is
necded to preserve tîme teniporal nifairs
o? tlîe cliorcli froin sîiîking to tic le% cl
of purely worldly transactions; to pre-
vent thicplay o? humait passions nminidst
scelles couîsccrated to etermal intest.
zand liaUlowcd huy the presemîce of tit
DcztN.


