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of the temporal affairs of the church,
and demonstrate the inexpediency of
conuecting it with the ministerial of-
fice.

The duty and the privilege of the
church in this matter was to look out
from among themseven men,and choose
them to this office. ‘There is a striking
propriety manifested in requiring the
people to select these office-bearers,
‘The apostles themselves were cminent-
ly qualified to make the sclection; they
were inspired with the gift of discern-
ing spirits, and were able to tell with
infullible certainty, who among the
members of the church would most
faithfully discharge the trust reposed
in them. But they refrained from au-
thoritatively interfering in the appoint-
ment,  While they maintained the pre-
rogative of their own office they scru-
pulously avoided infringing the rights
of the peaple: thus giving the sanction
of God to the dictate of rcason, that
the community which fills the treasury
ought to manage its distribution. Be-
hold a remarkable feature in the sccular
economy of the church, exhibited in this
act- Whileits inspired rulers ordainau-
thoritatively its order they leave unim-
paired the great principles of human lib-
erty,andcallsallits converts tothe unfet-
tered enjoyment of them. Ilow far have
those branches of the church departed
from the rules and practices of the apos-
tles, wholeave the laity nothing buta
blindand passive subjection! The con-
sequences of such usurpation have been
most pernicious to the progress of the
Gospel. A callous indiffercnce to its suc-
cess,or an infantile imbecility in promot-
ing it, has grown upon the church, its
priesthiood s its only ageuncy, and the
sinews of its membership have become
shrunk and powerless.

While however the apostles in call-
ing npon the members of the church to
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sclect these sccular oflice-bearers, left
their natural and inherent right umn-
fringed, yet in the excercise of that spir-
itual authority with which Christ had
invested them, they explained and de-
fined the qualifications requisite to the
office. The church were to select men
of honest report—of reputable char-
acters and standing in soctety—men
attested for unimpeachable integnty
andunswerving partiality. For wherever
a trust is reposed, there ouglt to be val-
id reasons of confidence, that the mwur-
maringsof thediscontentedand theiasin-
uations of the jealous may be silenced.
They were to select men full of fiuth
and of the Ifoly Ghost. For as office-
bearers in a spiritual commumty, cven
though their special duties were pure-
ly secular, it was right aud necessary
that they should possess the spintual
character, that their faith in the doc-
trines of the cross should be fully es-
tablished, and that they should have
obtained that abundant grace then so
richly enjoved, and so essential to thar
uscfulness. They were to select men
of wisdom, without which the greatest
purity of intention cannot prescrve
from ecrror and injurious measures.
This was a necessary qualfication fur
deacons, even in reference to the sumple
seculantics of the prinutive church; tur
cven then, they had to deal waith the -
terested and the prejudiced, to silence
their murmurings, and to diftuse the
hallowed atmosphere of the celestial
world over transactions wlnch i ther
own nature bore the mean impress of
time. Ol!what wisdomn, what piety,s
needed to preserve the temporal affiurs
of the church from sinking to the level
of purely worldly transactions; to pre-
vent the play of human passions amidst
scenes consecrated to eternal interests,
and hallowed by the preseuce of the
Deity.



