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e that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
¥ feed, shall doubtless come agan with rejorcing, bring-
ing his sheaves with him.

&  °The theme ofthe inspired ode from whichthe text
3: is taken, is by universil consent, the retarn of the
4 Jewish exiles from Babglon. It may therefore be
cansidered as one of the latest compositions in the old
¥ Testament: that portion of the inspired volume hav-
ing been completed soon afler the event referred to.
'I‘hc date of thic and other inspired songs reminds us,
that,so long asthe Holy Spirit conlmucd the prophetic
gift in the church, he prompied the utterance of grat-
itnde and praise, and of the instructions of heaven.
¥ ly wisdom in song.  And as these sangs dwellt on the
varying dhpcns.nuom of Providence towards the
¢ chureh, this may betaken as an intimation of the per-
. petual obligation of the chureh, bath to make use of
1 song in the worship of Go.l, and to vary the themes of
A . hers songs with the vary iag aspeet of his Providence.
¢ The Paim bafore ns in afew masierly strokes,
§ if we sy apply w it the lanzuage of common criti-
Ecmn, sels forth the glorioas event of Israel’s restora.
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The eestacy of the emancipated Jews, the amaze-
ment of the Heathens themselves, and their acknow-
legment ol the hand of Gud in the deliverance of those
whom they had despiscdand oppressed are the circum-
<tances, which the inspired poet hastouched on in
describing this cvent. A short prayer for the comple-
tion ot Israel’s deliverance, with a reflectivn or two
inthe way of a moral make up this beawtiful Psaim,
‘Che moral is contained in these'words: * They that
sow in tears shall reap injoy” v.5. The last verse—
our Text, is just an expansion of this thought, after
the way ofthe Poets of inspiration “He that goeth
forth and weepeth bearing precious seed” (or as we
would rather read with the margin “bearing the sced
basker”) shall douhtless come agzain with rejoicing
(rather “with singing™) bringing his sheaves with
him.”?

This is amaxim of very general import; it has
much the same mraning with that saying of our
Lord's. “Blessed are they that wourn for they shall
be comforted.” ‘The peaple of God may take itto
themselves in all the afflictions which befall them in
the way of duty, as o promise of coming deliverance
and joy. [t <cems however, from the terms in which
it is expressed 10 hive a special application to the
Minisiers of the Kingdom of God in their trials and
discourazements. A~ we read it,we are reminded of
the parable.ofthe sawer. “ The sower" said Jesus

“Soweth the seed” that i, he is the Minister wao Is



