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ZINZENDORP AND THE MORAVL&NS.

JEiE MoitviA CHTJRCH, whicli lias so long
stood iu the front rank of the Mission-

ary army, traces its history to the tino of
John liuss, the great apostie and Martyr
of l3oliomia, who eutered upon lis public
career in tho beginning of the fifteenth cen-
tury. In 1402, lnss liad comnmenced a
movemeut, the import of whicli ho himself
littie dreanmed. Following in the 'wake of
Wicliff, he placed the IBible above tlie author-
ity of IPope or Couna"l, and had uncolisciouz-
Iy taken the rond to the IRoformation. lie
was early joined by Jerome of Prague,
between wlioi and lâuss there continued
unbrokcen frieudshiip until the fiery ordeal of
the stake, sundered thon. IBut the fire that
con8umed the body of linss proved to bo
11C tho candle of 3oliemia." Within four
years of lis death the bulk of the nation
embraced t'ho faith for which lie dîed. is
followers were divided in sentiment. Onuj
party entirely broko with Rome and made
the Seriptures their ouly standard, wihile the
other maintained a nominal counection wvitli
thie Vatican. The former came to bear the
naine of 111Taborites," from a hili near
Prague wlhich they frequented andl which
bore some resemblance to t'he Scriptural
Tabor. In the year 1455 the Taborites
forined tienselves into a distinct churcli
under the name of The Unitas Fratrurn, or
United IBrethren. During the persecutions
of the seventeenth century the Brethren
were ail but exterminated; the few who,
survived were driveni into exile, ln the
beginning of the eighteenth century a few of
them were. still found in Moravia whero, like
t'heWaldenses of the Alps, they maintained
under great diffloulties a churcli organization
as nearly apostolical as possible. A fresh
revival sprung up among them, followed by
renewed pe.,secutiou. Most of them, there-
fore, iesolved to emigrate. Tliey souglit for
a place -%vhere they conld worship God un-
molestel, but that, was liard to find. They
were recommended te place tliemselves in
communication with Count Zinzeuderf, a
Gemman nobleman 'who liad recently pur-
chased a lai-go estate called Belthesdorf, in
Upper Lusatia, -wlo, on leaxning their dis-
tressedl CirOuMFstances, generously offered,
theni permission te settie on a part of lis,

estatt, which ho set apait for their use. This.
was the beginning of tho fainous Hernnhbut.

Nicolas Lewis, Count of Zindendorf, the
descendant of a verjr old noble family in
Austria,was born on the 26th Mayr, 1 700,near-
Nurnberg,,. lie haui the aclvantago of a pious.
home and was early instructcd in wisdom's
ways. Hoe said to hixnself, IlMy dear Grand-
mna kept me ten years in lier own ciainber:
My aunt lierrietta prayed with nie ninineg
andi evening, and passed the day ini accord
witli prayer. In niy fourtli year I bcgan to
seek God witli sucli earnestness as accorded
with xny childish notions." At that time he
would ivrite tender letters te the Savion-r
and would throw themn out of the 'window,
confident that the Lord would receive and
read them. When ten yearéa of age lie was
sent te the graminar-sehool. at Halle. About
this time, 1715, Ziegenbalgr, the Danish
xnissionary, came on a mission to Halle,
bringing with him soma baptized Malays
froni Malabar. This incident imparted to
his natUrally sanucline tempebrament a (110W
of enthusiasin. lus mind became bient on
active measures for the good of others.
With a few coirades, ].ie-niindled, lie
forined an association -which tliey named
IlThe Order of the Grain of Mustard Seed."
-a naine singularly appropriate te the work
in which lie was afterwards to engage. At
sixteen lie went to the «Unive:rsity of Witten-
be rg wliere lie cultivated, the noble gifts
which fitted hm, for honoiurable service in
the State. After a time lie removed to
Utrechit. On has jonrney thither lie saw in
IDusseldorf picture ga'leory a painting of the
Ecce Homo, witli the inscription in Latin,
-_"l This have I doue for tliee: what hast!
theu done for me?» lie was greatly im-
pressed by it, and lis mid 'was drawn'
lieavenward. lie liad just corne of age and
been married wlien tho request of the Mora-
-dans reached hùn. The littie colouy at
lernuhut increased year by year, and soion
the Count began to realize in these people
the materials froin wbicli lie was to shape the
the enterprize for which God had cliosen and
eudowed hlm. As tliey grew in numbers the
difficulty of.managing sucb. a mixed commu-
nity aiso iucreased, for aspiringr minds arose
among tliem that threatened the new founda-
tion -witli destruction through fanaticism,
sehisin, and confiet. zindendorf endiea-
voured te persuade theni te unite 'with
the Lutheran Churcli; but they said Il o.-

229


