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) N Calgnvac,  « - Religious stiinceilanp. :ln’t ll;loum, are matters ofgnir questiol?. and will pro-
~ ARttty AAAAAe e S e A I ive rise to considerable debato ; but it is of
— C{E‘,“B}&l’:{%{f?is?&“w REFORTS TO CONVOCATION. ndvn{\tfge to the Church that thoy should bo brought
Date§ Date ¢ MORNING. EVENING. “3 Convocation met last ween :0 receive reports from | forward frankly for discussion, and .hat they should$
8 X;at—.n xis;n—uiﬁ{'zxmp 5,Acts ‘l" wnnzg ?J?t:nl its committees. It was undorstoud that it was nota | fot bo put aside as unsuitablo or impmol;cuuc. il
M. g:st.m.r ANt Beclus. 24~ — fa' ol s bibgaae meeting for Jiscussion, and the busiucas was main- ﬂ‘lcy have been faitly oxamined. With referenco to
Yo' e J}gl-_: g:‘_’ﬁ "":_“ % 1 1y confiaed to the presenting of these reparts, though 'l'vrvign Missions, tho reports aro more genoral —
LR ' e & 0‘_— o :l'_.ohs some other subjects were alluded to in passing. 1t | Tho committee of tho Yower House sirongly urge
C) ol - - . - 8l al—— 9128300 | 50 5nc of the anomalies of the presont position of Con- | the furmation in every parish of o Missionary Asso-

© The Athanaslan Creed t0 bo used . vocation that it should be able to meet and transact | ciation, and cxpress a wish for the further extension
m—— T business and reccive reporte, but, that though mat- | of tho Episcopato abraad.
Poete. tors of dcep concern to the Church and to society Another repart of some importance is ono fmiﬁﬁa
N ~+ - ~=~{ are under discussiva in Parliament, it should bo ob+ | Committee of the Yower House on lay-cooperation.
COUNTRY WORK SONG. liged to lease them out of its list of subjects for con- | It was appointed to consider ** the best means for
sideration. The Divorce Bill was probably in the | obtaining tho counsel and co-operation of the laity
BT REV. EDWARD HOTPFPER. thoughts and on the lips of raost of its members wheu | 0 the Chu:ch in Anoual Visitations or Diocesan
G and awsy! they met last week ; but tho forme of their meeting | Synods, or in ary other medes that moy be deemed
Tho sun shines brght, bareiy allowed on or two of them to show thatthey ( expedient.” The questions with which tho Com-
Work in_the day, wero aware of its existence. But such are tho limi- I mitteo was charged must be felt to border cn,
Sleep in the night. tations under which Convocatio. meets at present : ( though %oy do not necessarily jnvolve. tho mora
While sluggards slecp and we do not quarrel with the selfrestraint and | importan. one of the presence of the laity in uny
“Tho rank weeds grow , judgment thatlead its members to acquiesco in them. | general Synod or Aasembly of tk> Churck ; they,
Harvests rhey reap The reports presented to Convocation will bercad | ina manner, feel the way wwards it, and exhibut.
Who plough and sov. with interest, and may becomo important startiog- | on a smaller scalo somy of the difficulties which will
Drones 1mcrease sorrow , points for considerable practical measures. Two cs. | arise when tho larger measurce como to be discuss-
Lazily they ially will engage attention. On tho subject of | ed. Tho report of the omuu.itce, which was not
Leavo till to-morrow Eﬁme and Foreign Missions, committees were ap. | 2 ubanimousone, is cautious and general, and, like
Work of to-day. painted by both Houses, who have, while consider. | the measures wiiich it suggests, of a tentative cha-
Wretched the shirkers ! ing the questions referred to them, met in confer- | racter. It specifies four oceasions where laity and
Joyous are we,— cnce, but have prepared their reports separately. | clergy might consult ar.' discnes matters of interest
Happy the workers, With respect to action at home, both recommend ) to them as Chrisuans aad Churchmen—Parish Ves-
Healthy ond free. measures of a missionary character of a larger and | tries, Ruridecamal Msetings, Archidiaconal and
Farmers go singing freer character than we have bad bitherto. They Episco_pnl Visitations. ‘The laity who would con-
Forth to their farms, agree iu thinking that the Parochial System, thuugh | sult with the clergy woald be, in the first case, the
Glad they come bringing of the utmost value, and indispensable as the basis | rarishioners in general—in the other threo the
Sheaves in their arms. of all other measures, needs something Lesond it to | churchwardens and sidesmen of the parishes. There
Hoping the sower meet tho wants of a population which bas outgrown | can bo no doubt that in calling attention to the op-
Sowcth the seed , it. Thbey urge the appointment in each diocese of | portunities afforded by Visitations of greater inter-
Joyful the mower abody of Preachers, specially chosen for their work, | course between lay officers of the Church and  the
Moweth the mead. . to go about the diocese wherever their services may | clergy, and in suggesting the expedienpy of culti-
Smoothiy the plough be needed and called for, delivering scrmons of ' vating} “cro carcfully and systematically those op« .
Turns the sud over, courses of sermons un special subjects or at epecial  portutt ies, «tho repazty hasmade a wers salmabldheara
Row after row, scasuns, aad otherwise giviog temporary Lelp where | suggesiion. Bat it is to bo observed that tho report?
Covcring the clover. in any parish some object out of the comion may | whils suggesting the imiportance of calling the ?ni:y
Soon the corn springs, demaud an unusual effort. They suggest additional | of the Church very freely into counscl, and, per-
(Law is not fickle,) services fu. the poor and fur children—tho ercction | haps, into increased iufluence, leaves untouched the
Soon the heart sings of temporary mission chapels, of small cost, iu re- | serious question who are the ity of the Church.
Plying the sickle. mote and neglected districts—and free employment | 1t declioes all attemypt at any nccurate defimtion of
Borne on the gales, of the Cathedrals for short and popular survices, | thew, and considers them simply under the furm of
Souad, clear and sweet, adapted to the laboring classes. In all these puints | ratepayers and churchwardens.  There is no great
Threshers’ loud flails they reckon largeiy on the services of the proposed | impurtance in this, probably, as far as regards the
Lhreshing the wheat. Diocesan Yreachers. The commitice of the Upper | actual working of the propesed meetings.  But it
Threshers keep time House add a suggestion to the clergy to * substituto | is of consequence, as throwing light on the practi-
Steady and strong, for their more formal addresses frum the pulpit, | cability of representing those who are really the
Flailing the rhyme plain expositions of Gtod's word, and direct addres- | laity of the Church, with referenco o their being
Of a rustic song. ses to the conscience,” such as the least instructed | colled totake thoir partin a genera: C...rch of Engc:
Laughing the grain may understatid. The Committec of the Lower land.as.er.nbly. 'So far ll.le Committe ...s confessed
Leaps from the sheaves, House urge moro frequent Confirmations. Tho | that it is impossible to discriminate them. Two of
Falls as the rain Lower House Report further brings forward strong- | its members have, indeed, expressed their dissent
Falls on the leaves. Iy the necessity of a large increase both in the high-  from its rccommendations. Trey object to the
Hark ! how the mill, est and in the lowest prades of the ministry- | equnl promincnce given 10 the four kind of assem-
“Supshinc or rain, Strengthening themselves by some of the sugges- | blies spoken of. and to tho absence of any precise
Works with a will, tions of the Cathedral Commission, they present the | specification of their several spheres and duties, and
Grinding the grain'! basis of a plan for dividing dioceses, erceting new | point cut that the paramoant ymportance of the dio-
Round goes the wheel sees, and appointing coadjutor Bishops.  With res@f cesan Synod is lost sight of in the consideration of
Covered with foam, pect to the diaconate, they suggest the expediency | other meetings. which ought only to be regarded as
Oat comes the meal of drawing a stronger line between its functions and | subordinate and subsidiary to it. But tho chief
Ou its way home, that of the Priestuvod, and then of enlarging it by | ground of objection, at least with ono of them, the
Smiles tho old miller the admission of men selected more for their moral | Archdeacon of Worcester, is the point wihich we
In tho mill door, and religious character, and power of influencing | bave noticed above—the giving up. on the part of
Fills up tho tiller, others, than for their intellectusl qualifications | the Cummittee, of auy attempt to ascéertain the true
Thinks of the poor. 1 Both Reports speak strongly on tho importance of | Church laity. The Arcbdeacon thinks that **
Labor has song, increased association and co-operation in parochial | more just and true ropresentation of the laity may
Labor has bealth, work between clergs and laity ; Loth advise increased | be provided by wesns of a constiacncy of comma-
Labor is strong, altention to organizing, diocesan and parochial socie: | nicants.” This is a broad and clear view of the
Labor is wealth. ties for the purpose of collecting funds for home | matter. But it must be remembered that it is just
Sloth addeth sorrow and foreign missions : both adopt and recommend | as much clogged with practical difficalties. though
Uoder tho sao, the plan olready at work in some dioceses, of two | difficulties of another sort, as the oppesite view, that
Sluzgards 5‘1‘!‘1 borrow statcg annual collections in each parish, one for do- | takes for granted that any ratepayer is a layman ot
Woes which they shan. mestic objects, and one for missions abroad ; both { tho Church, and ooght to bo represented in her
Work addeth pleasures, look with favour on the weekly Offertory as a desi- | meetings. The question. however, is now fairly
Bringeth forth mirth, rable means, where practicable, of collecting for | opencd for consileration and discussion, act merely
Scattereth treasares theso purposes; both urge a greater frequency of | whether a lay * House,” or ** Order,” would boan
Over tho carth *l Church services, and especially of tho celebration of | adrsntage in a Church ascembly—discesan or na-
Up, then away ! tho Holy Communion; both allude to the impor- | tional—but what is the lay body which ought to be
Rbe sua shincs bright . tapce of *“a longer and more detailed body of | represented, and what cught to be the qualifications
Work in tho day! Church statistics,’” to be supplied by annual reports | of its sepresontatives.  Till seme cloar understand-
v Slecp in tho night! from cach parish to the Bisiop of the diocese. Some | ing and sgreement can bo come to about the latter
. Neo York: OQserver. of theso suggestions, relative to our Churoh system | question, it scoms cither unfair or unpractical 1,



