~

longing 10 it, from ifs fizat being named amongat ~aen, wniil the
prosent. hour,

(156)

The 3nd vf thess Aecta of Parhament, in Ist Flizabeth, chap~
ter 2, which re-euacts the former act, and adds to' the severity

It is not, by any means, when we are examining into the ori-|of tts provisions. The 3rdis 13th Elizaheth, chapter 12, re-
gin, and the pretended unalienable rights of this Church; 1t1slating to the arucles of religion]; and excluding {from all sharo

nat, by any means, uanccessary to Juok well at the canduot and
character of thuss parliaments, who passed the soveral Acis,
by which the Cliuich was made. Tt was mamfestly not made
by Curist and Ins apustles, It i3 certain that it was made by
Aots of Parliunent; but, if thuse who composed those pavha-
mants, bud beon won resemiling the fathers of the Chureh ; if
thoy had been men of acknowledged proty and disinterested-
nuwd, thoir character woulll have thrown a sort of lustre over the
thing that they had made; but when we find them begin by an
act of plunder, wo great as to he almoatincredible ; when we see
themn remain Cathulics till this plunder became in dauger, by
thy existence of that religion ; when we see them tutn Protest-
unts, and make the Church and its Prayer-book, and sscribs the
success of the undertaking to the aid otven them by the Holy
Ghost ; when we afierwards see them abolishing this Prayer-
buok, declaring it to have been schismnatieal, supplicaung a Ca-
tholic queen to foterfere with the Popo for pa:tlun for having
made it; when we see them actually recetving absolution fior
the Pupe’s legate, for having made this book, the making of
which they had ascribed to the aid of the Holy Ghost; when
wo see thun afterwards resrecaut and re-apostatize; when we
sco them re-enact the Common Prayer-bouk, re-entorce 1t upun
the people ; aad, especially, when we see this remarkable cir-
cistaice ; that, when they had to suffer the™ Catholic religan
to take its coursa ; when the object of theit enactments wus, to
resturo that religion, they had no penalties to0 nflics; no coms-
pulsion 10 exercise ; no fiues to impose, im order to drag the
people to the Church ; but that, when they had their Prayer-
book Church to established; then they had fines, forfertures,
imprisunment for life, to inflict ; and everything short of imme-
diate death, in order to secure any thing like compliance on the
part of the people, -

Thus was this Church established, not, as her defenders pre-
tend, by the reasvnablencss of the institation itself; not by ns
own ‘* mherent beauty and simplicity,”’ as the fat and impudent
pluralists tells us; not by the pretended ¢ reform of abuses”
which its justitution effected ; but solely by Acts of Parliament,
of the most severe and cruel cheracter; and executed with the
most savage barharity. The authars of these Acts wure triple
apustates; by far the most shamele ss” apostates, the inost bare-
faced, the most unblushing, that the world has ever seen. The
orizin uf this Church, then, is not only to be found in mere Acts
of Purliament, but in.Acts of Parliament causing sheer furce,
badily coercion, puins and penalties, at every siep, tu be used ;
this is'the maiu thing to keep in view, when the end of aur in-
2uiry is to be, whethcr it be not now proper to taka frum this

shurch the protection of the State.

‘These are the Acts of Parlizuant to be attended to in a par-
ticalar manner ;-Crst, 2ad and 3rd Edward the Sixth, chapter 1,
second, 1st of Elizabeth, chapter 2; third, 13th of Ehzaberh,
chapter 12, The first relates to the waking of the Comwmon
Prayer Book, by Cranmer aud his assocsates ; aad here we must
stop a moment 10 inquire-a litle what this Craumer was. We
know that he was Archbishop of Canterbury, st 1he ume when
he wmade this Prayer Book, ~ The whole of the history of this
iman ; of dll his hortid decds, and those of his u#s3ociates, is to
be fyund ja my * History of the Protestant Reformauon ;" but
as wo arv now speaking of that famous Church, of which he
was the founder, and or that Prayer Book, of which he was the
principle’ author, T must give, ruspegting him, an extract from
that book ; for, without knowiug who and what he was, wc
shall not have all the merits. of this Church faitly befure vs,*

Now, not one of those facts can Lo denied; but, at the .very
leas}, we know jhas he was ag aposiate, a perjuver, and a mur-
derer ; and, we know that the Act which eaacted the Prayer

ok, tells us that he was at the head of those persons who,
“with the aid of the Holy Ghost) composed that Prayer

N - . i *

Book... : o
- V¥e omut, this extract op Cragmer, laviog glven it jn .3
s ‘nbum‘s*l. (R - = m . . b on N

w the tithes. or any other Church property, all persons who
will not swear 1o, and subscribe, thuse articies,

Theso Acts of Parlinment huving been rend with due care,
vou sce clearly ¢ huw there eante to bo an Establithed Cliurely,!
and you ave ablo to auswer at once the question, whether this
have any rights or can have any rights, vther than those which
1t dersves from Acts of Pathawent.  ‘Flus is now a matter of
tho greatest possthle unportauco, for nuw, atthe distance of
two hundred and cighty seven veurs trom the time of passing
tho Act ot Edward tho Sixth, which first made the Church
and ths.Prayer Bouk, the Pucliament, (sull suting at Weste
minster) has tv discuss the questin, and is now actual'y, ine
decd, engaged in the discussion of the question whether the
Clureh stands on prescription ot on Acts of Parlivmnent. I
have laid before vou the Acts by which it was made ; by which
1t was created ; from wluch 1t eaotirely sprung. and had its
teing ; and I defy any sny man to discover any circumstance
whieh can give it a pretence for claiming any nght not founded
on these Aets of Parhament,

W hat a Parlizgient can do, a Pa:liament can undo. If there
he property of any sory that a parliament can tske from one
sott of persons, and give 1t to another sort ot persuns, a parlia-
men can take that same property again, and dispose of it in u
similar or 1 any other manner. This, Parsuns is what you are
so much afraid of now ! I, for instance, would ke away tho
whule of the property from you, and dispose of 1t in anuthcr
manner ; vthers would not go so fur, but vou have cunnirg
enough to perceive, that, if onee a beginning ts made, no one
can tell where we areto end  Thereiore, 1t is, that you and
your paniizans conteud that you hive a nght of prescription,
guch us & mau has to an estate, purcly private ; that your right
of possessivn is beyond all the inquiries of law, aud that a
Patlisusnt must be @ tyrant aud guiley of rapine, if by its acts
1t alienate any pars of your property.

'Thase who hold this ductrine, forget its incvitable effect on
the tiules of all hie hulders of abbey lands, und all the lay
holders of ithes.  ‘There ate very frequently, lay holders of
ublations, too, but for clearness and simplicity’s sake, I will
confine mysclf for the present to the Juy tithes. These tithes
which &ce now deewed private property, wero taken from the
Church, wuere taken fiom the paroctual elergy, and granted 10
the king, aud by hae granted to private persons; and thus were
toially alienated from the Churck. Do vou sav that this was
not xu act of rapme ! Do you suy that the Pathament had no
rightful power to do this ! Do you say that this law was con-
trary to the rights of presciipuion, and the faw of God ; and that
therefore, according to the waxims of our law, it was no law
at 3lj but a0 actoi rapime?  So said the people of Engpland at
the ume ; and the people aclual}iy refused to vield their tithes to
taymen, pleading the law of Gud § denying that any Parhament
had aright to pass a law, authonsing Jaymen to receive
tithes.

But thuse who had passed the Jaws which tork the tithes from
the Church and the poor, and put thewn into their « wn kands,
soon tound the means of compelling the people 1 submit 10 1t,
whother it were rapine, or not. The Act 27th Henry the
Eighth, chapter 20; after stating, that, ¢ divers numbers of
evil dispused persons inhabited in sundry counties, having no
rcapect to their duties to Almighty Ged,” &c., had “ sabtraete
ed, oc withheld parts orthe whole, of their tithex, under pre-
tence of their tithes being demanded by Iny-persous, proceeds to
enact vatious punishments for such substructing, or withholding.
Five ycars aftorwards, wheu the secund grest Act of plander-
ing the monasteries had taken place, another Aet was | assed,
sull morestricily enfurcing the yielding of tithes to lay-persons.
The accusation against the people was stated thus, n ther
preamble to this Act: ¢ That the peaple, not regarding thei
duties to Almighty God, subtracted aud withdrew the lawfyl
aud dccustomed tithes of cora, hay, pasturageand other sorts of
tithes angd oblations, duye 10 the owaers, proprietors, and prsses-

{sors of parsonages, vicarages, and other ecclesiastical places ;
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