
THE MARITIME PRESBYTi,'IAN.

for the glory of* Goil and thc plaspcrity
cf Hie cause, ail the bleesinge ani privil.
eges bcstowed upon us. Tho day of
reckoulng is coiug ; are wc prepnrlag
for its approach ?

TIF M"NEX OF VnIIe1TIAi ulviUU.
Regardiug tho inanner in vihich Churs.

tianu are ta coutribueo for roligiaup aud
benevolent purposes tho Ap)ostie' laye
dvin tho principle: "lUpon the first(day
of the week lot every anc of you lay by
hum ini store, as God bath préispercd hini."
Thlo timo for makixg the coi,,,,ributiou is
tIns cloarly pointod out and by it vie are
taugît tw(% important lassous.

1. That thie laying neido muet bo doue
SYSTESXÀTICALLY.

It le not left. ta 'each- mazt ta decido
vihen, or hoiv, ho le ta give. It muet ho
done overy 1;ortl'a day. There muet ho
eystem. As God bas Bet apart 4% speclal
day for -prai o and prayer and fer :Bible
reading.andreligious instruction, sa Hoe
las Got'aparý a day on vihl Ets people
are -ta bring their offerings for the Lord'e
treasury.

2. It must ho done
DEVOTIONALLY.

[t le ou the day set apart for viorship.
Mon ehould> viorship God la their giving,
Most meu seem ta think -that they con
,worship, God ouly in pralse and prayer ;
and, ns a connequeuce, they dissoclato
giving aid warahip. The direction cf thc
Psalmist-is: "IBrigau offorlng and camte
inta Ie ecurte. 0Oworship the Lard- in
the benuty cf holiness "-Ps. 96: 8, 9.
No Jew wun allOW04 ta appear before the
Lord om-ty.handed. HoÉ vias commannd-
ail aiways ta bring an. offering. Thd
Apostle -Paul la hie èpistle t6 thre Hleh
revis (chapter 13; 15, 16) tell lià reail.
crsI "tb offr the acrifico:.of praiseeQ'o
coitlnually, that le -the;fruit. of' Our, ls
giving thaliks la Hie <Chlüits> ) ip t
butlie dace notap Èýth&ioj "o:pit ta do
gnad and ta cammilicato fo'rget »otý. fY0e
-pojth guéh eaerifieeé (ld ie wéll îleastd;"b
Ho telle hie Roman readere ta "iprest
thoir badieà a livingsc~l~b4 n ac.

Iy boliovcd thaft lio could worship God as
acccptably viitlî bis gold and silver and
in dolng good to his fellow nien, as ho

holin bi ingiug and praying. Indoed
the ma.n whod dace ot worship the Lord
b y liberni contributions of monoy accord-
img ta his moans is not in tho position to
worslîip Him nccoptably with the heart.
Tite dcgreo of liberality le *a fair test of
tho dogrco of spîrltuality.

TUF. PLACE FOIL CIIISTIN; GIVING.

Tho place ichere tho offoring le to bo
iniAdo is indicated. Regarding the ivordB,
"Lay by hlm iu storê," Dr, llodge in
hie cammentary me y: "Tho viords do
ujgt mens ta lay fqj «t honte, but lay by
1lrnzàe?f. Tho direction is. fothing more
defluite thart, -le 1dmt place byhinwf, L. e.
let hini tako ta himef vihât he m eans to
give. What he vins ta do with it or
ivheroar ho ivs to, doposit it isu-nt express.
cd." Tite Dr. le of opinion that the place
of deposit, ivas same common treasury.
Reniembering that the Iaying-by lin store
-%vas douc on the Lard's day, that it was
doue as an aet of Chiristi=n'worehip, that
the Jews lad beeu accustomed by, divine,
appoiutment ta bring-their offeringa with
them iuta the temple of -the Lord and
that the early Christians: had a commun
treaaury juta which theythrowthelrcon-
trihutions, vie -are warrauted in -the con-
chimion that the bouse. of public praise
and prayer vins the plice vihere the public
offering of gold n i lver aud copper
ehiouldl 1o ' nade. Il our Chda.tian people
viould but t.hus assoolate, their giving
viith their pmyhîg, -ve viould net have
an empty -Church. treasury. nor rwould
there ho sa mnany Iruiticeseprayers and Bo
muchleicusn.mockery inourSabbath day
sern-ce", We 'would-nat.have men sling..

"'Were«the wvile i-ealm, af natute mine
*That viere apreseut far-tço aell"
and at the sanie tme glviuig one, fivo, ten
or t*eniy cents for the Hame or Foreign
Mission, when they should givo one, five,
ten or twenty dollars.


