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THE MARITIME PRESBY T AIAN.

for tho glory of Goll and the ptosperity
of His ccuse, all the blessings and privil:
~eges bestowed upon us. The day of
reckoning is coming ; are we prepariag
for its approach ?

THE MANKER OF CHORISTIAN GIVINU.

Regerding tho nauner in which Chris-
tians dre to contribute for rohgxuus and
benevolent purposes the Apostlo "lays
down the principle : ¢ Upon the first day
of the week let every one of you lay by
him in store, a3 God hath prospered him."”
The time for making the contvibution is
thus clearly pointed out and by it we are
taught twe important lessons.

1. That this laying aside must be done

SYSTEMATICALLY.

It is not left to--each- man to decide
when, or how, he is to give. It must bo
done evety Lond’s day. There must be
system. As God has set apart i specinl
day for praise and prayer and fur Bible
reading-and religious instruction, so He
has setapart a day on which His people
are-to bring their offerings for the Lord’s
treasury.

2. Tt must be done

DEVOTIONALLY.

It is on the day set apart for worship.
Men should worship God in their giving,
Most men seom to think that they can
worship God only in praise and prayer ;
and, as a conseq , they dissociat:
giving and worship, The direction of the
Pesalmist-is: “Bribgan offering and come
into His cenrts, O'worship the Lord in
the beauty ‘of hioliness”.—Ps, 96: 8, 9.
No Jew was allowied to appear before the
Lord empty»lmnded. He was command-
ed always to bring an offering. The
Apostle Paul in his épistle to thé Heb-
rews (chapter 13; 15, 16) tells his read

ers “%o offer the axcrifico:of praiseto God ]
conhnually, that is-the fruit. of our hps ’

giving thanks in His (Chtist's) ) natpe
butTie does not-stop theto, * # Bat to do

good asid to commiuiicate forget nof ; for'
;pleased >

w0ith such sacrifices God i is-vrell
He tells his Roman readors to ““present
their bodies a living sacrifice’holy and ac-

! coptable unto Uod." The Apostle evident-

|
(

ly belioved that he could worship God as
acceptably with his gold and silver and
in doing good to his fellow mon, as ho .
could in his singing and praying. Indeed
the man who does not worship the Lord
by liberal contributions of money accord-
ing to his means is not in the position to
worship Him acceptably with the heart.
The degree of liberality is ‘o foir test of
the degree of spirituality,
THE PLACE FOR CHRISTIAN GIVING.

‘The place where the offering is to be
wnde is indicated. Regarding the words,
* Loy by bim in storé,” Dr. Hodge in
his commentary says: *The words do
nqt mean:¢o lay by at home, but lay by
Innuzelf The direction is. hothing more
definite than, ket him place by himself, i. e
let him tako to himself what h2 means to
give. What he was to do with it or
where he was to.deposit it is-not express-
ed.” The Dr, is of opinion that the place
of deposit was some common treasury.
Remembering that the Inying by in store
was done on the Lord's day, that it was
done as an act of Christian worship, that
the Jews had been accustomed by:divine
appointment to bring their offerings with
them into the temple of the Lord and
that the early Christians:had a common
treasury into which they threw their con-
tributions, we ure warranted ‘in -the con-
clusion that the house of public praise
and prayer was the place where the public
offering of gold and silver and copper
should be made. if our Christian people
would but thus assooiate their giving
with their praying, ‘we would not have
an empty -Church. treagury. nor would
there be so many fruitless prayers and so
muclh solemn:.mockery. in cur Sabbuth day
sor.vices, We would not.have men sing--

ing—

"1 Were'the wlhiole realm of nature mm_e:
. That were a.present far too smiall -

_and'at the same time giving one, ﬁvc, ten

or twenfy eents for the Home or Foreign
Mission, when they should give one, five,
ten or twenty dollars,

.



