THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN,

299

only a few short extracts. She saysi—
I often wish that some of the cavillers
who are forever sneering at Christian
Mjssions could see something of their re-
sults in these isles, But firat they wounld
have to recall the Tiji of ten years ago,
when every man’s hand was against his
neighbor, and the land had no rest from
bar%;&rous intertribal wars, in which the
foe, without respect of age or sex, were
looked upon gnly in the light of so much
beef; the prisoner deliberately fattened
foi “the slaughter; dead bodies dugup
that had been buried ten or twelve days,
and could only be cooked in the form ~of
puddings; limbs cut off from living men
and women, and cooked and eaten in the
presence of the victim, who bad previ-
ously been compelled to dig the oven, and
cut the firewood for the purpose; and this

not only in time of war, when such atro-

city might be deemed less inexcusible,
but in time of peace, to gratify the ca-
price or appetite of the moment.

“Think of the sick buried alive; the
amray of widows who were deliberately
strangled on the death of a great man;
the living victims who were huried be-
side every post of a chiefs new house,
and must needs atand clasping it, while
the earth was gradually heaped overtheir
devoted heads or those who were bound
hand and foot, and laid on the ground to
act as rollers, whena chief launched a
new canoe, and thus doomed to s death
of excruciating agony;—a time when
there was not the slightest security for
life or properity, and no man knew how
quickly his own hour of doom might
come when whole villages were depopu-
lated simply to supply their neighbors
with fresh meat.” .

“ Now you may pass from isle to isle,
certain everywhere to find the same cor-
dial reception by kindly men and women.
Every village on the eighty inhabited
isles has built for itself a tidy church and
2 good house for its teacher a native min-
ister, for whom the villago also provides
{ood and clothing. Can you realize that
there are nine hundred Wesleyan Churcics
in Fei, at every oneof which thefrequent
services are crowded by devout congre-
gations, that schools are well attended;
and that.the firstsound whichgreets your
ear atdawn, andthe last at night, is
that of hymn singing and most fervent
womhiy rising from each dwelling at the
hour of family prayer.”

Again—¢T think it mightstartle some
of our sleepy congregations to find them-
selves in a Fiji Churth,

“To say nothing of largely attended

weck evening services, there ave on Sun.
doys three regulur services, beginning
with a prayer mecting at 6 a. m. Each
of these is crowded, and a large number
also attend Sunday-school in the after-
noon, and many prove how attentively
they listen to the teacher by repeating
on Monday the whole substance of the
sermons preached the previous days. ”

Again-—“One thing which strikes us
forably in all our Jealings with those
people is theis exc«-ling honesty, Day
after day our gowls were ex; osea in the
freest mannor, ‘wore especially on Sun-
days when fo - eral hours ot a crea-
ture temains i. "« house where we hap-
pen to be stay i .. whichis left withevery
dour wide opers 141 all our thines lying
about. Boxe i dbags which a:e known
to contain knix ¢+ and cloth, and all man-
ner of telpting t «asures stand unlocked
and yet we neve lost the value of a pins
head.”

Other extracts m’ht he given but space
will not permit. Iu our day we are of-
ten toll that the gospel is losing its pow-
er, that the religion of Christ is old fash-,
ioned and that the Church will soon be
superseded and it is painful to the last
degree to read review articles written by
learned College professor and ministers
of the gospel provin the realjty and val-
idity of the claxms of 510 Christian Church.
Where do we find the best argument in
support of our blessed religion®—in books
and magazines?—in pondorous volumes
and quarterly reviews? No—weneed but
point to the achievements of the past, to
the great bistoric facts of Christianity
and to the work that the Church is doing
today—here we have proof that must sat-
isfy every honest inquirer, What the
church needs today to establish her claims
is a fresh baptism of the Holy Ghost, a
Pentecostal shower.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
A. F. Tgompsox.

“THE WAR IS ENDED.”

Glad news! 1t was short, decisive, and
glorious—as all wars, if the dire necessity
exists, onght to be. Noarmy of the same
size has ever entered and retired from the
field, doing its work so hervically, behav-
ed so well, and done 50 much in a time
50 short. 1t is the brightest flash in the
page of history. The canse was suffi-
cient, and the pur’-bment swift and ap-
palling to the transyressors. The massa-
cre at Alexandria called onall the naticts
to avenge it, for innocent blood wasshed.
But England only came to the rescue. and




