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Sigurd ansiwcred nothing, but %.Ilkced out quickily. 'l'lie
mnia, seeing that.lie %vas detcrniiiued to enter the twii,
folloiwed cauîtiotisly and ai a. distance, wiing to sec whit
înighî Ihip1 peli.

It %ias eveulug :Is Sigurd etitcred jockjen. 'l'ie liltle
town, ovr>:iwdhi its grini fortress, %vas astir with
unuwonîed busîle. For the kilg's iarriage out the mot.-
rov had hroughît together mnau of ilie couuntry people,
%Vho, îlîoughl they loved not 121f, toved a pageant, and a1
holiday to sec it iu. And hesides ilîcîn inany soldiers
wecre there who talked niysteriotisly at street corners, and
scemled to have other business than i îerry.maýkillg on1
haîid.

Sigur(l passed tuiheeded throuigh the streets, keeping
bis face hid lu lus cioak, and avoiding ail points where
the crovd seemied large or curiotis.

Ucl %vas hastenmugé thus stealîhily down a1 by-strect
%vhich led towards Nifflheim, whieui lie stiddettly hccamec
aware of a *smiall group of nie» hefore hlm, under the
sha.dow 0f a high %vall, lu eager talk.

1-l hialed, for, by their cager gestures and cautious
lookS, lie judged Oient (0 he desperate mnie, whom i
wvould be wcell for hlmi t avoid railher thaîî illcî. WVith-
drawing quickly into ai deecper shiade, lie waitcd wvith in
platienice it their conféece should ble over.

As lie w:aited lie hecard thrni speak.
l)y this tiime," said one, II lie should have lcarncd

what is iii store."
CIIouibtless," said another. "IVet 1 arn glad it wvas no

earlier, for it ivili ail bc over hefore lie can prevent it."
Il 1f once dcad[* saicl thec first, "Sigurd cannot liclp

being the kiin, however mutchi lic uuay dislike it."
"Nav, lic dislikes îîot bciîîg king, but lie is so fool-

ishlv tend(er about lus brothcr."ý
'fil other laugalîed.
1"1*lerc are others, I trust, %vili not bie foolishly tender

%vith his brother this night. At what hour is the dced to
Lie doue ?"

IBy iiiidighlt."
At this Si.guid, -tylo liad heard it aIl, could îlot refrain

frot starting wlierc lie stood.
The nme» heard hmi lu an instant, and fiuîding thein

selves thus discovcred, ruishcd with onîe accord ont the
hiero.

lkfrc. Sigurd could drTaw his sword or offer aniv re-
sjist.uicce c Vas ovcrlpowcred anid lield fast by lus assail-
lni. wiio, for féar lie should cry aioud andl alarni the
toivi. ilirew'a cloak over lus heaid andi led hlmii off quicklv
to Il sle .

14cre, whieî Ihle guards caille oui and incîuired iwliat à
nalil mcaîîî, Th'lis ilna»," thicy s.aid, CI' wc 10% km o bc lu a
clent%- of tic k-ing*s. who lias coule disguised to îlîls town
to do Iiiiî sonie harni ; kcp hlM fast tii) tie liioriingý."

'l'lic gulard, wthout so riuel) as uîîcovcrilng Si-turd's
face. hurried liiii» throm-I the glaie, anîd brouglit hlmii to
a dark duingcom, int wliich they thrust Ihlmi. turling, tic
Lkcv tuvice li>oliiii .

Tlicn Sigurd <'ast Iiilînscîf on the floor iii despir.
To find hituisclf ilîtîs confmcid, alter aIlI the fatigues lic

liad suflcrcd and -.Il tlie perls lie hîad cscapcd, uvas fear.
fuI iidcd, the more so becauise lie kllcw lus brother wvas
close nt biand, anîd vet miust die wih no brothcrly liaitd
t0 licllp hlmi. For luiniseîf lic cared îiougîu. 'fict mcen
who hid casi hii ilicrc called tlîiîîiselves lus fricnds,
ait(d, as lic kîsie»', ontr- toil 10 kel hli frkst, bclicviiig
linii to bc a stramîger %vho iglit dis:closc tlicir plot. Wc
ail %vias over aîîd 12f (Icaî, tlîcv uvoîîld relcase Iîiîî anîd
jiercince discovcr wVho lie %vas.

Sigurd wislîcd lie iiiiglît die beforc the iorîing.
But precntly, as lie liy, lic licard n sousid of feet ont

the pavemenit without approacîing Il s dungeon.
The door slowly opcmîcd and a inolik stood before hixu.

'l'ie hope îlîat dawncd in Sigurd's breast as the door
opcued faded again as a gruff voice without said,

lDo thîy wvork qîtickly, flîtier. A short slîrift is ail
tice viliain deserves.",

'With iliat the door closed again, aud Sigurd aîid (lie
nionk u%'erc left in darkmîcess.

1I ani o dlie, thicn? aslced the lîcro of thec holy nman.
"'lis rcported,' said the nîouuk, Ilyoit seck tic king's

life ; ilîcrefore lu tlîe uiîoring you are t0 die. But,"
idded lie, sî.aiglower, Il you shall iot die, xii> lord."

Sigurd started, îlot aI the %vords, bîut ah the voice îluat
uittered tiieni.

Il %Vlo art thon ? " lie wvispercd.
"One veho owes tlîc bis life, anîd %voul(i rcpay tîxc,

in> lord. 1 ain lue %vlui Ilion sparcdst but latcly lu the
wood.'*

l1t the dark Sigurd could îîot sec bis face, hut lie ktewv
hl- s;poke uIl trutb.

CQtick," said the mnia, throwing off bis gowii and
lîood ; 'off uî'ith tIi> arînour, iii> lord, amI (toit these.
Thlere is noc tinlie to sae

For a moment SiCrurd paused, anmazed at the man's
Offer. Thlic the Iliouglit of Ulf decided Ilitil.

"Brave fricnld." said he, IlHcaî'cn bless you for putr
aid. For four bours 1 accept tliv deliverance and Lior-
rouv my freedom. If before then 1 have not returncd.
cal) mie a coivard and a kunave.

"Speak îîot or borrowiîig, nîy lord," said the in.
I-Icavcîi forbid 1 shiould require agaii the p.ior life thou

thyscîelrndst give nie."
CI>eace ! " said Sigurd, quickly castinîg off lus armour

aind covering Iiiniiself in the iiîoik's garb.
li a fe\% miomntis tic exchian 'ge ivas mnad e. T1heîî Sig.

uird, graspiîîg the hand of lus brave deliverer, pulled tRie
hood low Over bis face, anîd stcpped lu tme door and
kuiockcd.

'1lie guard iîtout t un)ocked tic door, and as lie did
SO the robber. crouclîig iii a d istanît corner of tic dun.

CIon c-ncd ]lis amnis aud sighied.
'I, lia Il. brave nionk." said tic guai-d to Sigurd,

latîghingly. "Th'lis villaiu likes îlot your ucws. 'tis cîcar.
\Yoti have doue jvour tabk, tic iicadsnîan siuaii soon do
lus.'

Sigurd said iuothiîig, but, %vith hicad bellt anid hinds
clasped. ualkced slowvly front the ce]] amuI on towards the

1-Icre nîo îîîaîi sîoppcd îiiîii, but soie miore devout
îliaiî the rest reuidered obeisauce, anid crossed thecîsIves
as lie paisscd.

Once ont of the castle Sigurd brcathcd freely, and witli
tlîaîkful lheart qtiickeîîcd bis pacc througli the fast cnîp-
Lyiuig sircets in tie direction of Niflîinili.7

A dlouble circ îiow prcssed ont huiîu. 'rie first oit ac*
comit of lus brotber's daniger, tic othcr lest lie hinîscîf,
in lis cfforts to save tic king, siouuld be detaiiued, aîîd

s0 uinah>le l> k-ep falîuuithWit the brave ilii lie lîad lefî
iii lus place in uIcl dun"eoîî.

lie îiiercfore pieàsedi oit wvit ail spccd, tinhecdd b>'
îîassCrsiuy, to whîloili tie siglit of a ilonkl lîirrying o1i
Soul1e muissioni of nîlercy %vas no %tratige îlîiug.

1i1 duc time, in the dlii twiligiîî, the castie of Nifilleiml
rose before liii. and lie réit îlîaî lus journey %vis necarly.
donc.

Lite as it %vis, thierc 'vas rcvelliiig going o in the pa-
lace. Kniglits anîd ladies crowded the halls. %yilst with.
oui, iii tlîe 011cr roins, persons of ait degrees congcre-
gatcd to îvitncss the festivities; and sbarc lu the hiospital.
ities of thc royal bridegrooni. For îlîoughi Ulf %vas lîaîcd
by ail, moie, cihler ilîrougli fear or grcediicss, failed iiot
wo kcep up a slioiv of loyalîy anud eve» unirth iii the royal
presence.

Sigurd entcrcd the palace uiuchîaleiged, and uningled
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