JuLy, 1893

\Ve had business advertising from all the villages
in the county, for the paper had a large circle of readers
in cach, and a certain authority, in virtune of repre-
senting the county seat. But a great deal of our
advertising was of patent medicines, as the advertising
still is in the country papers. It was very profitable,
and so was the legal advertising, when we conld get
the money for it. The money had to come by order
of court, and about half the time the order of court
failed to include the costs of advertising. Then we
did not get it, and we never got it, though we were
always glad to get the legal aduertising on the chance
of getting the pay. It was not official, but was made
up of the lawyers’ notices to defendants of the suits
brought against them. H it had all been paid for,
I am not sure that we should now be in a position
to complain of the ingratitude of the working-classes,
or prepared to discuss froms it vantage of personal
experience, the duty of vast wealth to the community;
but still we should have been better off for that money,
as well as the money we lost by a large and loyal
list of delinquent subscribers. From time to time
there were stirrng appeals to these adhereats i the
editorial columns, which did not stir them, and again
the most flattering offers to take any kind of produce
in payment of subscription. Sometimes my brother
boldly tracked the delinquents to their lairs.  In most
cases 1 fancy they escaped whatever arts he used to
take them; many died peacefully in their beds after-
ward, and their debts follow them to this day. Still
he must have now and then got money from them
and I am sure he did get different kinds of “tiade.”
Once, 1 remember, he brought back in the tail of his
wagon a young pig, a pig so very youny that my
father pronounced it “merely an organization.” Whe-
ther it had heen wronght to frenzy or not by the
strange experiences of its journey, 1 cannot say, but
as soon as it was sct down on the ground it began
to run madly, and kept on running till it fell and
perished miserably. It had been taken for a year's
subscription, and it was quite as if we had lost &
delinquent subscriber.

V.

Upon the whole, our paper was an attempt at
conscientious and sclf-respectful journalism; it address-
ed itself scriously to the minds of its readers; it
sought to form their tastes and opinions. I do not
know how much it influenced them, if it influenced
them at all, and as to any effect beyond the circle
of its subscribers, that cannot be imagined, cven in a
fond retrospect.  BBut since no good cffort is altogether
lost, T am surc that this endeavor must heve had
some tacit effect; and I am very sure that no one
got harm from a swmcerity of conviclion that devoted
itself to the highest nterest of the reader, that ap-
pealed to nothing base, and flattered nothing foolish
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in him. It went from our home to the homes of the
people in a very literal sense, for my father usually
brought his exchanges from the oflice at the end of
his day there, and made his selections or wrote his
editorials while the houschold work went on around
him, and his children gathered about the same Lump,
with their hooks or their jokes; there were apt to be
a good many of both,

Our county was the most characteristic of that
remarkable group of counties in northern OQhio, called
the Western Reserve, and forty years ago the popu-
lation was almost purely New  England in origin,
cither by direct scdl.ment from Conuccticut, or indi-
rectly after the sojoutn of & generation in New York
State.  \We were ourseh es fiom southern Qhio, where
the life was then strongly tinged by the adjoining life
of Kentucky and Virginia, and we found these trans-
planted Yankees cold and blunt in their mannoas;
but we did not undervalue their virtues.  They formed
in that day a leaven of right thinking and fecling
which was to leaven the whole lump of the otherwise
pro-slasery or indifferent State; and 1 suppose that
ountside of the anti-slavery circles of oston, there was
nowhere in the country a population so resolute and
so intelligent in its political opinions,  They were very
radical in every way, and hospitable to novelty of all
kinds. I imagine that they tested more new religions
and new patents than have been even heard of in less
inquiring cominunities.  \When we came amony them
they had lately been swept by the fires of spiritualism,
which had left behind a great deal of smoke and
ashes where the inherited New  Englind orthodoxy
had been. A belief in the saving cfficacy of spirit
phenomena still exists among them, but not, 1 fancy,
at all in the former measme, when nearly every house-
hold had its medinm, and the tables that tipped out-
numbered the tables that did not tip. The old New
Yotk Tribune, which was circulated in the county
almost as widely as our own paper, had deepiy school-
cd the people in the economice of Horace Greeley,
and they were ready for any sort of millenium, religious
or industrial, that should anive, while they lovked
after the main chance in the meantime.  They were
temperate, hard-working, hard-thinking folks, who
dwelt on their seattered farms, and came up to the
County Fair once a year, when they were apt to visit
the printing-office and pay for their papers.  In spite
of the L2nglish superstition to the contrary, the average
American is not very curious, if one may judge from
his reticence in the presence of things strange enough
to excite question; and if our craft surprised these
witnesses they rarely confessed it.

They thought it droll, as people of the simpler
occupations arc apt to think all the wmore complex
arts, and one of them went so far in expression of his
humorous conception as to say, aflter a long stare at



