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g{«.{ﬂ;{.};’thommedouu Room ""u’;g' 13| sternation in the ranks of the Mercier party.”
eeeaeee amene armeee v wvesen seeens s M1

taries. The Toronto Empire makes the statement that Mercier’s long series

.... 3,4]0f corropt acts will soon be clinched by the most compromising transaction

ever proved against a Canadian politician, It says: ¢ A letter will be
produced in the hand-writing of a leading member of the Cabinet entreat-
ing a colleague to commit nothing short of a crime agaiost the state, and

8

5 . .

7 | the writer nleo requests his confrere to take care and destroy certain tell.
9

o

tale documents in coppection with the matter the Hon. geatle-
man was secking to arrapge.  \When a photograph of this letter is given o

Cier wmees asee cere e emees sseon lo,}}) the people whom Count Mercier has so deceived, the Empire promises s

how! of indignation from one end of Canadato the other, and universal con-

Mr. Geo, Johnson has issned bulletin No. 3 of the census of Canada,
and as it deals with the population of the eastern Marltime Provinces we
have given it special attention. Mr. Johnson delivers himself as follows:
““The caunses for this decrease in the average number in families are: 1st,
the dccay of early marriages, and 2ud, the increasing tendency to celibacy.

R, , ablished overy Fridsy, at 161 Hollls Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia The first cause is the effect of the increasing complex conditions of life ; the
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

They ars makiog jokes on Cansdian politics in the United States now,
S forgetful of the adage that those who live in glass houses should not throw
SN stones. The following found its way into an Ebnglish paper: * He sees
B miltionsin it. American burglar.—¢ Got a good lay for the winter, Bill
N Sccond ditto.—* Best on the Continent, me boy.” First ™ to.— \Wot er
B yon gonto to do?’ Second ditto.—* Goto Canada and go iato poitics.”

2 These two worthies should know that the Rogaes March i3 being played %or
B the.benefit of dishonest Canadian politicians.

The United States and Chili may now make up tbeir difference over the
B gttack on October 17th on American sailors of the craiser Baltimore in Val-
B paniso. Senor Montt, Chilian Minister to the United Statee, haa laid
3 befsre Sccretary Blaine icformation received from Sznor Penira, the Chilian
B Minister of Foreign affairs, with regard to the trouble, which explains how
8~ was that it occurred, and states that four men, three Chilians and one
Ambrics, have been indicted, and proposes that they be punished accord-
jogto law. The mills of the Gods grind slowly, and diplomatic proceedings
ste Jong and tedious. It has taken three months to amrive at an explanation
ofthe brawl that so discomfitted the Balfimnore men.,

It is good news to hear that it is thought the epidemic of La Grippe is
paAst its wo. ot in Germany and other parts of Earope, but when we thiok of
thenumber of those who sre rendered /iors ds conbat by its onslavghts in
-orecity by the sea, we find it difficult 1o realize that others are not falling
viclims to so great an exteot as recently. It isindeed 2 scourge we are
s#tcted with ; bundreds of our citizens have been housedacd laid up by
it, dnd the worst of the disease is that people do not fuily recover for 2long

} {ime. Everyone who has been sfflicted with it knows what tortore it is,
¥ and those who have escaped feel thankful for their mercies. o trust that
2  allsuffering from La Grippe will recover soon, and that more seasonzble
westher may speodily prevail, when doubtless the atmosphere will be more
baalthful.
3

{ Mr. Mercier and his collesguos will have 2 hard time to pass the scrat-
izy of the new commission which is to make inquiry into the disposal of
oertain moneys. The new commission is composed of Judge Mathien,
g Donald McMaster, Q. C., and D. Mzason, who will be assisted by the fol-

ward Lolie, advocato, and Austin Moaher, of the Toronto Empirs, secre-

second is due to the spread of education which enables females to become
better wage-carners and, therefore, less interested in marriage.” If Mr.
Johnson had aaid the increased tendency to celibacy and the better educa-
tion of women caused fewer families, it would be reasonable, but the aver-
age number in families can scarccly bs affected by this cause, althongh it
certainly is by the decay of early marriages. We think oar astute statistician
may be right in the latter, and if so the country is all the better for it.
Ou: grandmothers frequently married at seventeen, and raised families of
from ten to fifteen ; now we rejoice to say our nation’s womachood is not
80 severely taxed, and even if our populstion does not .ocresse as fast as it
once did, every man in the country will be glad to know that there is com-
pensation sowewhere, and our women are able to epjoy their youth before
they take up family duties. Itisreally a pity to see 2 man mistakiog his
vacation as Mr. Johnson is doing, and the country paying for it too. We
have seldom secn a more ludicrous official publication tban this bulletin
number 3.

The message of President Hsrrison to Congress 2 few weeks since con-

tsined an aooouncement that raised our hopes 2s to the early reference of

the Behring Sea dispute to arbitration almost to certainty, but it now appears

that a serious hitch in the negotiations has occarred, and it looks as if the

Unit=d States was trying to avoid a fair and cquitable settlemert of this

issue in which Canada is so deeply interested. Asis the way with our

neighbors they lay the blame of the preseat difficulty on Lord Silisbury.
The Trihune, chief organ of tho administraiion, which made the statement
as 10 the hitch, did not stste what it was, bat speaks in a spread-eagle, anti-
British style of Lord Salisbury's request for some trifling slteratinons in the
arrangements for a settlement. The news from Eoglaod oo the other hacd
is more cheering. Sir George Baden-Powell has started for Washiwopton,
and at a spsech made before his d=parture stated that the two governments
had agreed t> a basis of arbitratio.s un the seal question.  {t is sincerely to
bz bopad that sll will come out right, far this qassiioo his bzzu unsstiled
for so long, and there is a probability that if no: setiled before the noxt
scaling season serious trouble may result. It would bz a reflecion on the
civilization of the latter end of the ninetesnth century should 1ngLorions war
be waged over the control of an open se2 by two of the earth’s greatest
nations,

The epidemic of bomb throwing and similar dangerous actions which
began some little time ago, has in 2 mann.r prepared us for the news that
the police bave discovered an orgenized gang of dynamiters, or a socialist
or aparchist club, at Welsall near Birmiogham, Eoglaad, whose systematic
industry is the manufacture of infernel machines. Four leaders of the con-
spirators have been arrested, 20d a2 pumber of documents ehowing the
cxtent and objects of the association have been seixsd. The bombs were
inieaded, not only for the purpose of extorting maoney from ricn men, but
several crowned heads of Europe were in danger had the conspirators gone
undiscovered. Walaall has been the centre of the anarchist propaganda for
years, and many lecturers have held forth socialist doctrizes to the club.
The actions of 2 solilary crank can bs undsratood wher he undertakes these
methods of watfare, becauso we know his mind must be unhinged, but it is
difficolt to realize that an organised band of murderers, or intending mur-
derers, can exist and calmly pursue their wicked ways. The police will
have a difficult piece of work in dealiog with these fiends whose names ‘sre
as follows: Dacken, leader of the club; Victor Kailes, clatk ; Frederick
Charles, a moulder, and the wife of Kailes. Itis reported the latter hag
turned Queen's ovidence. It is to be hoped that some means wul be em”
ployed to provent their doing sny mischief in fatare,

- gviug officers: Mesus. J. Belleau and George Staat, Q. C.s, with
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