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THE CRITIC.

CALL AT 163 BARRINGTON ST.

ARD REE OU'R 8TOCK UPF

Gold, Silver & Plated-Ware,

A full line of all classes of these goads, |
Cheapest in tho market  The best place in \We have been in the Laundry Business
town for securing Xmas Presents, over twenty years in New York and St

New Willws, | Mo flone and Wil g sl by e sinGion
SEWINC MACHINES.

care will be sute to be satishied,
Goods called for and dehvered free of
All fimt.class machines, now eelling at very eatra charge.
low rates.  ‘Phis in the seazan to buy.,

TELEPHOXNE (:53.
' MAX UNG.R,
ROBT. WALLACE. X

PROPRIETOR,

DAVID ROCHE,

HOUSE, SHIP AND ORNAMENTAT, PAINTER
Importer and Dealer in English and American Paper
Hangings and Decorations.

AGENT FOR C. & T. £. POTTER'S ENGLISH PAPER HANGINGS.
2834-ARGTY LE STREET-236

Tngar's Staem Laundry,
[ & 64 GRANVILLE ST

HALIFAX, N. S.
85~ Branch at 15 Barrington Street.
Chipman Brothers,
HALIFAX.
. MR
NAILS, IRON, STEEL, SHA PFOR'D BROS'
l'c"x\.'l‘ (’l'n‘, (:LASS, ((Z(f.’lhc Agentsof the popular gradenf O, Address

,  MAYFLOWER.
WHOLESALE HARDWARE
AT LOWEST PRICESR. Liveroool Wharf. Ha]ifax. N.S.

IDEAL SOAP,

The largest bar and best value in Canada.
WE GUARANTEE IT TO 8I¥E PERFECT SATISFACGTION.

WM. LOGAN, - St Johm, N. B.

SYDNEY COAL, VICTORIA COAL
ANTHERACITE COAL.

For PRICES and TERMS of SYDNEY COAL, Address

CUNARD & MORROW, HALIFAX,
AGENTS GEXNERAL MINING ASSOCIATION, (Lanrew)
And of VICTORIA COAL,

S. CUNARD & CO.

AGENTS LOW POINT, BARRASOIS, AND LINGAN MINING €O, (Livirsn.)

& Locs! Requirements of any of the above COALS supplied by

S. CUNARD & CO.

. e - eme ma———

AOIR, SON & CO. _wau Papers.
MAMMOTH WORKS WHOLESALE ONLY.

MANUFACTURERS OF

-

We have just received a very large

Bread, stock of this Scason’s choicest Canad-
Biscuit ian and Awmecrican designs of
?
Confectionery, Room Papers and Blinds.

b rmtSyrups ,th. ? ete, Samples and Price Liats on application to

Salesrosm—128, 130 and 1324rgyle St T €. ALLEN & CO.

HALIFAX, N, 8. HALIFAX, N, S,

LETTERS TO A COUNTRY FRIEND.

Dear Friend,—1 am pleaced to have tho sssurance which your letter
gives, that you miss and long for the companic :hip of your old friend.
And 1, as tho days and weeks pags by, find that i-<tead of missing you loss,
1 miss you mora and more, avd am moro and mor. convincod that, as I said
in my last lelter, no one else can lake your placo with me.

1 continuo to follow the same pursuits, to miugle with the same people,
take the same walks, in fine keop in the same ruts genorally, sud twight
consequently be expected to miss the cld companionship more than you
would, who have new occupations and now surroundings in every reapect.

Ono who has companionship with the groat minda and tho good of all
ager, through their works, or who * in tio love of Naturs holds commuuion
with her fisable fuorms,” and

 Fiuds tongues in trees, books in the runniuyg brooks,
Sermond in stones, and good in everything.*
is, howover, compuaratirely indepondent of other companivuship, at least can
find rolace even whon deprived of that of dearest frionds,

Our old friend, the captain, says his better hulf tells him that a married
man should not wiss or loug for snyone bat his wife. 1 demur tothis. No
wmatter how intelligent, or wise, or entertaining, or how perfectiy adapted to
each other any couple may be, there must bo others who could add to their
stock of knowledge, give them vsluablo ideas, or present the old in new
lights and dresa.  The captsin’s wife is a very fine woman, a very superior
woman indecd—a Christian lady (what better cau I siy of her?) And ho
is a good fellow in his way, and io no way cvinces bis sense more than in
his appreciation of his “ dear littlo woman, the very best and wmost capable
woman in the world, sir.” Novertheloss, there cinnot be much of real
sympathy botween this pair. 1le cannot and does not fully appreciate her
—she i« far away above and boyond bim, intellectually and :esthetically,
while ju his pursuits, beating, horse-racing, ote., etc., she takes no hearty
ivterest,

To us it is incomprehensible that two people so utterly unlike each
other as theso people are, should have chosen exch othor from out of their
very large circle of acquaintances,to be wedded companions and friends for life.

Neither you nor I can comprohend the possibihity of friendship, or happi-
ness in companionship, wedded or unwedded, withou! mutual eympathy, or
harmony of thought, opinion and desires,

Perhaps, indeed I am sure, that many would regard the captain and his
good wife as affording an instance of * true marriage,” in which

* Each fulfills defect in each.”

Many men, wany mwinds, and woll it is that 'tis so.

1 am pleased to know that what I wrote in my last about the treatment
of diphtheria has been of sercice through you to your neighbor's family.
“When or whete does the drug treatment come in?” Whenever and
wherever it is the best treatment.  The intelligent physician will not hesitate
to employ whatever treatment will, in his opinion, be bust cilculated to
restore heaith.  The empirics] employnient of any trcatment is most ropre-
hensible.  Geueral rules or instructions for troatment are of little if auy
real servico, indeed they aro apt to be worse than useless without a thorough
knowledgo of the human system in health and disease.

Balance the circulation. This is tho only direction of unjversal applica-
tiop, and it must he followed discretly, as [ have endeavorel to explain.
Some time in the future Ishall try to reply to your inquirics concorning
digesiion and assimilation. Coucerning land drainage. If you have con
veniently accessible ard good Iand, that does not require artificial drainsge,
I would recommend you to put your cultivated crops there next sesson.
Draining is expensive work, requiring practical experience and skill, and
you had better wait until you have studied the theory and the practice, the
latter on other farms, (specially »t our Experimental Farm and Agricultural
School. I telieve that land dminage pays. The soils that most need
drainage are the most productive, as a 1ule, when drained. Clay soils, for
instance, which are, as you kpovw, retentive of moisture, therefore cold and
late, are strong soils, containing practically inexhaustible stores of plant
focd, are retentiva of applied nanutes, and when properly drained, so as to
carry off all surplus water, are far superior to naturally dry soils, which aro
comparatively deficient in plint food, and are not retentive of applied
manures.

Then, again, water that stands in the land becomes unfit for the use of
plants, favors the growth of vegetable parisites, and in evaporating carries
ofl' heat from the soil, occasicning enormous wasto of solar heat that should
be expended in warming the soil.  Drained soil admits freely the fresh rains
charged with waimth and vourishing gases, and the purifyiog aud invigora-
ticg stmosphete.  Strange as it wmay scem to you, drained land will stsnd
prolonged drouth better than undrained land, because tho former is rendered
loose and porous or spongy to a considerablo depth, and, like a sponge,
holds a great deal of surplus moisture, which ascends by evaporation and
capillary attraction, and is absorbed by tho dryer upper soil. Then, again,
the aimosphere, which is aiways maore ot less charged with moisture entering
fiecly as already stated into the porous drained soil, carries with it and leaves
a great deal of moisture. It has been alsn proved that drained land i3 at least
3 degrees warmer than undrained land similarly constituted and situated,
and that crops growing on drained land aro much loss liable to bo injured
by frost than crops on undraiued land.

Cole's system, which ho terms * Tho New Agriculture,” effects all that
ordinary drainage can, and at the sare time conserves the water in the drains
to muisten the land as required. I shall cndeavor bricfly to describo this
system in a future lotter.

This i3 already n long letiter, time's up too, and I must leave many
questions unuoticed and many intercsting subjects untouched.

Good-byo ! peace and prosperity be with you and yours! S.C.



