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Baster Services.

No festival of the year is of such universal
acceptance as Easter. For Christians it cele-
brates the Reaurrcction of our Lord from the
tomb and hence the fultilment of the long line
of prophecies and the establishment of the
Church of Christ on the realization of the
greatest of all human hopes, says F. F. Galway
in N. Y. Catholic Review. For the pagans of
antiquity, as well as, perhaps, for thoge modern
pagans and nature-worshippers, the agnostics,
it is the festival of spring time, the season
when all exterior nature, after the winter
period of storm and sterility, puts vn again
the appearance of life.

The Fiaster festival in this cominon aceord
of all men in its recognition, symbolizes the
fact that the Supctnatural which the Catholic
Church, as the organization of Christianity,
emphasizes, is not tue contradiction or destrue-
tion of nature, but the completion and ennoble-
ment of it. The Christian religion, in other
words, is not hateful or indifferent to Nature,
for if what is meant by Nature is merely the
unconsctous portion of God's creation, and all
creation glorifies and praises the Croator.

In tiuth no men have had so vivid a love for
the greatness of God as shown in the works of
His hand, as the saints of the Christian
Church. Their lives andthe traditions of their
lives teem with examples of how these wiso
and holy ones of God were able to find ** books
in the runmmnyg brooks, sermons in the stones,
and good in everything.” Every heresy, on
the other hand, has bLeen false to Nature as
well as to the Supernatural. Asan instance,
there is that predominant form of Protestant
error, koown as Calvinism, which has en-
deavored to make it3 votaries believe that, as
a consequence of Adam's transgression, man's
nature is so wholly corrupt that every thought,
word, and act of the merely natural man is a
sin against God the Creator. It was one of
the suddening effects of this terrible perversion
of the truth, that all love of the beautiful in
nature or the artg, at one time seemed wholly
to have perished among the millions of unfor-
tunates who had become impregnated with it.
The only man of English speech sincerely a
believer in the awful tenets of Calvinistic
Protestantism, who ever produced a poem of
more than passing interest, was John Milton,
and his grandest work leaves as its strongest
impression the apotheosis of Satin on his high
throne in Pandemonium. That German
masterpiece, that other great poem of Protes-
tant misapprahiension of the truth, * Faust,”
like ** Paradise Lost,” though more bitter, be-
cauge of its predominaut note of despair, seems
to degrade Nature ns irredeemably contamin-
ated by sin.

*¢ This is the day which the Lord has made ;
let us be alad ~nd rejoice therein.” Foritis

the¢ v.: . :ommemorates the sublimnest of
all t - which Nature yielded to the
Supe - . - hon the earth yielded up the
Rede e tomb, an act prefigured from
prehi g by the religious joy whici:
allth - - { the earth seem to have dis-
playe: ime of equal day and night
when place the most pleasant of
all the - ¢ fthe seasons.

* Thesoe us they change. Altighty Father, these
Aro but the varied God.  “I'he rolling year
18 full of T'hee. IForth in the pleasing upring
‘Thy beauty walks, thy tenderness aml love,
Wido flush the fieldy, the softening aiv is baln;
Echo the mountains round; the forest smles;
And every senwe, and every heart s joy."

It was on Easter Sunday, which the Span-
iards call Pascua de lores, the Pusch of
Flowers, that one of the C(atholic discoverers
and oexplorers of this grand Western world of
ours first saw what is now the most southerly
of our Atlantic States, and he, accordingly,
named it Florida- - the aster land. Indued
all Aneriea itsell might, without any undue
straining after offects, be appropriately named
the Easter land, for it seems to be destined
under the Providence of (iod to be the land
where the religiong, moral, and pohitical resur-
rection of nmn 18 to take place from the
false conditions and circumstances by which
his  progress, both natural and super
aatural, has tco often been hampered in the
Old World. Tt 1s* the land the West." the
dream of the withered past and the hopo of the
flowering present. aster of 1892 marks the
astronomienl beginning of the vear in which
the whole civilized world will unite to recal!
the magunificent devclopment of the New World
within the four centuries that have clapsed
since the Catholic Colsmbus with the aid of
the Catholic Queen of Spain, and the prayers
ot his dear old friend, Friar Juan Berez, tade
it known to civilized men and prepared the
way for that illustiious army of brave. en-
lightened, and zealous explorers to complete
and fill in the discoveries which he began--
Amerigo Vespucei, Vasca da Gama, Bilboa,
Magellan, Cortez, the Cabots, De Soto, Ponce
de Leon, Verazzani, Jacques Cartier, La Sallc,
Marquette, Hennépin. They and the mynrads
of Catholic Christinns of all races, languages
and social conditions who bave lived and toiled
in these four centuries past in our glorious
America, have been the instruments n the
hands of God of making Awerica the scene of
the thorough resurrection of man under the
unfettered influences of the religion of Christ.

+« Hail, victor Christ ! hail, risen King!
‘T'o Thee alone belongs the crown,
Who hast the heaveuly untes unbarred
Anddragged the Prince of darkuess down !'*

Holy Week at St. Michael's Cathedral.

The impressive ceremonies of Holy Week
were carried out this year at the cathedral with
more than usual pomp and splendor, winle the
large attendance and reverent manifestation of
faith and piety on the part of the people, jave
striking evidence of a well spent Lent.  What
added so much to the imposing and nnpressive
giandeur of these beautiful ceremonies was the
improved condition of St. Michael's cathedral.
The entire renovation and decoration of the
church have been 2 wonder and a joy to all
who love the beauty of God's house, but never
did these most arlistic improvemnents appear to
such advantage ag during the salemn services
of Holy \Week. If the perfection of ecclesias-
tical architecture is the measure of its aid to
highest worship, then the interior of St.
Michael's cathedral comes very near highest
perfection in ecclesiastical art.

The ceremonies of Xoly Week began with

—— e —— T X 0

tho blessing of the palms. iy Orace the
archbishop pontificated and blessed tho palms
frow his thione, Aftor the blessing ho mado
an impressive and mstructive address to the
congregution on the significance of this beauti-
ful ceremony, und then with lns assistaut
priests, distributed puling to the people. This
distribution euded, the procession began.  Led
by the crogshearers, the acolytes, choristors,
altar boys und ofliciating priests, Very Rev. J.
J. McCann Fr. Willizms and Mr. Winterberry,
formed mto line, and bearing their palm
branches iu thewr hands, moved towards the
church door, the choristers chanting the Puere
Iwbreorum as the procession moved . His
Grace the Archbishop with lus assistant priests,
I'r. Campbell and Fr. Ryan, closed the proces-
gsion. The procession passed out the main door
of the cathedral, and this door being closed the
chonsters of the boy's chowr sang outside the
door the Glert Laus, to which the choir with-
in the church responded. The hymn being
ended, the sub-deacon strikes the door with the
cross, the door 13 opened, and thie procession
moves in and up the centre aisle to the sltar,
where the solemn High Mass began.

The touching ceremony of 1enebruy began on
Wednesday evening. After an interesting ox-
planation of the service by Fr. Ryan, the choir
of priests in the sanctuary began the chanting
of the psalms of matins. The Lessons on
Lamentation were sung miost effectively by
Rev. Fathers Rohleder. Willinms, and Tray-
ling , the choir in the organ gallery teking up
n  subdued harmony the touching retram,
Jerusalem convertere, &e.

His Grace the Archbishop presided at the
evening service on Wednesday and on Thurs-
day mormng solemnly pontificated at the holy
mass and the blessing of the Loly oils, having
as assistant priest Very Rev. F. P. Rooney,
V.G. ; assistant deacon of honor, Very Rev. J.
J. McCamn, V.G., and Rev. Fr. Ryan ; deacon
of the mase, Rev. Fr. Williams; sub-deacon,
Rev. J. Trayling, and about twenty priests of
the diocese veated m chasuble to take part in
the solemnity of blessing the holy oils. Rev.
J. L. Hana was master of ceremonies.

Phe service of Tenebre was again held on
‘Thursday evening. His Grace the Archbishop
presided, and Fr. Willinms proached a most
impressive sermon on the Holy Eucharist.
After this sermon came whet seemed to us the
most solemn and cloguent incident m this week
of solemmties. ‘I'he greas church was crowded
with most devout worstippers. The altar of
repose or repository, where the Blessed Sacra-
ment g kept for adoration, on Thursday wasat
the altar of St. Joseph m the side assle, and
was really the most beantiful of the mm.xy.such
we have seen. At the end of Ir. Williams'
sermon, the urchbishop, accompanied by the
clergy, went to the altur of repose.  His Grace
kuelt for a few moments in udoration. Then
e arose, turnad townrds the vast throng of
worshippers, all on their kunees, and in words
of tenderest piety and most touching eloguence,
asked the prayers of the people first for the
Church of God and the vicar of Christ, that
the kingdom of God may be extended on earth,
and that this Sacred Heart of Christ may rule

clawtinued on page 178,



