Mar 26, 1874.7

THE VOLUNCEER REVIEW,

251

cavalry, the fire-nim having no bayonet.
Even at thns tima there wero to be found
stout old soldiers who poo poohed the useof
firerarms, and prophesicd their being soon
given up; snme objected to it on the
ground of its being.a cowardly weapon!
What would they say of the present tice arin
which kills ;uen out of sight? '

One remsrkable consequence of thein-
troduction of the file:arm tho graduul re-
duction of armour, until it disappeared alto
gether.

Of course, as the number “of infuntry
armed with the firesarm increased, so dul
the depth of tho formation decrease.

Ve have now arrived at the 17th century,
in the early part of which, Gustavus Adal-
phus, King of Sseden, appears in the mili-
tary horizon as a reformer  The greatest
improvemonts he seems to have made were
those equipment, and to a eertain extent, of
organization. o increased tho effeciive
power of iufantry in a great degree by in-
venting cartridges and pouches. Up to thut
timo tho musketeer had either carried his
poseder 1 bandoliers (sl wooden cases,
each holding a charge) or in a flask, having
another aud a smaller flask contaimng
prining powder, and bis bullets ina pouch.
The invention of cartridges enabled the sol-
dier to fire at least three sh.0ts for eyery one
ho could before. Doubtless somme of the
wigeacres of that period shook their heads
at this innovation, and prophesied (as was
done not long ago, swhen tho breech-loader
was introduced) that it would cause wild
firing and waste of ammunition ! Gustavus
Adolphus also invented a light gun—a 4
pounder—mado of cylinders of copper or
some other metal, strength:ened by bands.
These guns were, 1 believe, drawn by men.
He used them first at the battle of Luizen,
where he beat tho Austrians, who used a
heavy formation, hke the Phalaux. Gusta
vus himself using the old Romau metho.d of
the second line tilling up the intervals left
in the first line.

Gustavus also scoms to bave been the first
General,who ever thought of attacking in
winter, or securing his communications. As
far as actual tactics go, he did not make any
groat alteration, but scems Lo bavo used tho
ideas of Maurice of Nassau in a great mea
sure, e made one improvement m the
organization of bis army wihich added great-
Iy 10 its mobility.  Ile divided 1t nto i
gades ¢ two regiments each, inall 2,016
men. These wero ranged six ranks deep.
They fought in linea, within mterval be:
tween each, equal o their frout.

Thoe musketeers were now nearly three:
fourths of the infuntry,anl every oncofthem
uscd 2 vost : an improvenment wis made in
this rest by enclosing u thia rapier Llade,
called a Swedish feather in the shalt, wuich
flow out, on touching a spring. This
was used us a defence agsinst civairy.

In the early part of this (171th) century a
species of soldier was introduced, wno dil
Bood servico ut tirst—1 mean the Deagoons.
Dragoons were first used by Mansfeld at the
comm+~ncement of tho Thirty Years' War,
when they did really good service, as' long
as they preserved their original churacter
—viz, mounted infantry. Lhey wero in-
tended to gallop forwaid, dismount, and

leaving their horses in charge of a
few  of their number, act s infan-
frr. But this genius of soldier did
not succeed in the long run. It

was found that their colonels preferred
todrill-them and treat them as cavalry; and
when they did dismount to skictmish they
showed 4 marvellous inclination to fall back
sod got to their horses again. In fact thoy
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were exponsivo and bad infntry, and chenp
and bad cavalry. They geadually fell into
disuse, anid became swhat they wanted to be,
cavalry. ‘I'hey are said to have derived their
name from the fire arm they used, called
a dragon—: short weap mof Livge bore with
adragon’s head at the muzzle,

In 1635 the flint-lack was invenled, and
werd in Bngland in 1677, This of course
wits us great an i.nprovanent on tho sutp-
haunce as it had been on the myitch-lock,

Another great Umproveument was thein-
traduction of the btayonet,  The Swedish
fasther and rest had been discarded about
1660 in England, and the julautry soldier
was provided with a dagger, chick he stuck
into the muzzle of his gun. Uf course,though
this converte d tho gun into a sort of pike,
the objection was thit it had to be screwad
into the berrel and the man coukd not tive
again until it was removad ; moreaver it
1ok sHnetimie o getitin nd out Tuisbd to
rings being fastened on the socket of the
bayonet, which was then pat over the muz-
2ie.  In one of the Fiwn leis cumpaigns, our
25th reginent, whose bayoansts screwed 1,
were, greatly to their astonishment and dis
comfort, tired into by a French regimentad-
vancing to the chargs with fixed bayonets,
they having them fixed on with 1ings.

The sncket-bayonet was afterwards adop-
ted, and wes 1n general uso m 1703,

I happen to have a cnpy of the daily
orders issued by the Duke of Cumberland
Jjust before the battle of Culloden, and one
of them give 2 curious account of the tactics
of tho ilighlanders, and, in the directions
for opposing them ng mention is made of
the b.yonet. The order s quunt and in bad
Englisl, and ruus thus:— .

¢ Edinburgh, 12 Jan., 1746. Sunday.—Th

mnner of the Highlander way of lightng,
which tero is nothing s0 easy to resistaf
ollicers and men are unt prepossessed by
the les and accounts which are told of them.
They comuonly form their frout rank of
what they call their best men, or true Iigh
landers, the number _of which being always
but few when they jsin in battaiions ; they
commonly form teur deep, and these thigh
ianders lorm the front of the four, the rest
being Lowlantlers andd wrrant scumn : when
these buttiions come within a lirge musker
shot, or threesscoro yards, the {ront raulk
gires thar fire, and immediately throw
down their firelocks, and coma down in a
cluster with their swonts and targets, mak-
ing a noise and endeavouring to pierce the
body or battalion before them, hecoming
twwelve or fourteen deep by the time they
como up to the people they attack.  The
sure way to demolish them is «t three deep,
to firc by ranks diagmuily to the ceutre
when they come, the rear rank first, and
oven thit rank not tolite tlltiey are within
ten or twelve pacess butif the fire is given
at a distance you will probably be bioke,fur
¥yOu never gat tithn 10 luad another cartridge
and if you give way you mnay 2wve your {oot
for dead, fur they beity without a lirelock
or any load, no man with his arms and ac*
coutrements, &¢., can es2apo them,and they
aive no quarters; but if you will hut ohserve
the above directiong, they are the nwst dot
spicable enciny thw are.”

(To bo contnueil.)

London My 19, —Tue Czac went to Alder
shot this worming.  Lpe dsual crowls g
thered in tho streets tosee i, le returns
1o London this ulternvon. A state ball will
be given in his honer at Buckinghaw Palace
tonigh,
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Dusreiate Vanor oF THE ASHANTEES.—A
correspondent writes from the field: “The
Ashantees fought likedomons,  They were
present in enormous numbers, piuring in
on our gallant troops by thouswnds, yelling
and screuming hudeously.,  Although our
fire told on them immensely, they had to be
diiven (rom point to point, and even when
pashed out of the succassive villages, re
turned to the att.ck. In the thickest parts
of the brush they dimbed the trees n onder
to fire mre effecturlly upan our troops. fho
opder of advancs from Insarful was as fol-
lows s The nttack was inwde in the form of o
square, through the wid-tleof which ran the
min roud, anl the line extended nbout 300
yards on eitaer sile,  The 42n0d regiment,
preceded by Iord Gifford and his scouts,
formed the front hnewith twoof Ralt's guns
in the centre, Gordon’s lloussas in adense
cotner of jungla, It really seemed as_if
nothing but the failure of their ammunition
would drive tllem out.  Njw ut one point,
now another, along the hill crest they pour-
ed down cruching valleys. Life they counted
at 1o prico if only a white man could be
kalled It was the samo desperate obstinacy
weo had seen at Abrakeampr. They climbed
trees (o fire with more deadly effoct,but tho
mass just lay down and shot till shot them*
selves or short of ammunition.  Sie Archie
bald Alison, Brgwlier of the white troops,
declared he never came under a fiercer liro
in Indiz or-the Crimea.”

‘Tue Imsn.—In his mamoirs of the great
Indian mutiny, Sic lope Grant tells the
following capital story of an Irish regiment,
the 53rd.  *Tiis reigiment,’ says Sic Hope
Grant, ‘principally comnosel of Inshmen,
were o fino looking set of feliows, and equnl-
ly good handsat lighting. Theirdiscipline,
however,tvas not by any means perfect,and it
was difficult to keep them well in hand. They
had Seen lying under a bank of aroad which
afforded inadequate protection, and had in
¢ nsequences lost & good mrny men:  All of
a sudden, without & word froin any of their
ofticers, they rushed forward, and utterly
heedlose of all elforts to stop thom, mude
their wevaata the toll house, in a few min
utes cosaringg out the enemy. Tho Com-
mder in Catel was terribly annoyed, und
ridizng up to the regiment pitched into it
weil o gad theso wild lrshinen wero incor-
rigihla; whenever ho began to speak, alod
of them exctaim-d as loul as they coull:
‘ Three cheers for the Conmnder in-Chiof,
hoys " and at last ho himself was obligad to
go wway laughing.

The ArRavsas Qoestioy —A Little Roack
spectal s1ys 326 of Brooks' lett yastarday,
(May 19 anl acompany of Baxter's men
left. Brooks continues dotiant under receipt
of despatches from Dorsey anitClayton, at
Washiugton, to the effect that Beqoks will
be sustaned by Congress.

Roucuester, N.X., May 19.—~Tho Farmers
and Mechanics' Bank of this city closed 1ts
doars this morning.  Tho fiilure of o hoavy
dry g0ads house a few dayssiuco issapposed
t3 be thie immediate cause of the fatture.

15 Francisco, Miay 19.—A despatch from
Sin Francisco says thet Jehu Overend, wifo
and four children wose {ound murdered n
their housg,.  ‘There is no clue as (o the
murderers:



