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Iloping that tho foregoing account of my
naval exporienco at Mobile may be found
intoresting by your readers, and with great
personal estoem, I romain rospeot{ally
yours; |

J. D. Jouxsrox.

VOLUNTEER FIELD BATIERIES.

I'ho following letters on this subject, ro-
ferring to Lord Elcho's letter, which was
published Inst week, have appeared in the
columns of soveral of our contemporarics.
Letters on the subject from Colonel IIwr
court and Major Ray will be found among
our own Correspondence, and we havo made
some remnrks on the wholo controversy ina
leading article :

To the Editor of the Times. Sir.—In your
number of this day Lord Elcho pleads for
the Volunteer Field Artillory, and argues
that it would have been wise to give that
class of our Volunteors an oppoitunity of
showing what they could do during the pre
sent Hampshire Campaign, oven at the
charge to the public of 100/, per gun. fle
justly retanrks that if Volunteer Field Arul
lery {s to be discouraged by the War oflice,
it is time to decide whether it Lo advisable
to retain that description of force at all,

Now, from the frat, many experienced
officers of Artillery doubted *the wisdom of
attempting to create so elaborate and com-
plex an arm as Field Artillery out of Volun-
teers, howover intelligzent and zealous they
might ba as individuals.

Without going as far as an old Peninsular
officer of the Artillery, who used to say that
g perfoct shaft driver was the most per-
fect of God’s creatures, and more difficult to
find than a Lord Chancellor,” it is apparent
that a body of men, many of them, itis be-
lioved, gentlemen, unaccustomed to groom
ing and working horses in harness, cannot
be cxpected to do and endure through a
campugn all the rough and hard work of
looking after a pair of horses, and driving
over all kinds of roads and ground where a
gun can possibly go. They maydrive toler-
ably under certain ciccumstances, and with
hired help trom men accustomed to horses;
they may get through their duties incident
to a Brighton Review or do a wecek or two of
campnigning ; but could a battery with such
drivers be depended upon for conunu mce
of such work before an cnemy. ,

Thero nre more questions than that of the
efticiency of the drivers,

Unless the horses are efficient, and kept
permanently at the command of th. Volun-
teers, it is not to be conceived that these
Volunteer batteries could ho fit for service
if called out at short notice, which 1s the
case to be provided for.

Again Volunteers may learn to work their
guns respectably and fire blank cartridges
at asham fight, but is it to be looked for that
they can havo practice enough, and recewve
anstruction vaough, to fire round shot, can-
aster, and shells, and fix fuzes under fire
avith the requisito accuracy and rapidity ?

‘Thero are also the dutigs of foraging, en-
carping, bivottacing, and gotting tho guns
-out of difficulttes. and tho ceaseless work of
kecping the whole matérial of the battery in
good order.

Above all, there is tho question of the
efficiency of cho officers for without duly
q:laliﬁed officers & battery can be of little
valw,

Wiih every respeet for tho officers of Vol-
unteer Attillery, they can scarcely be effi
cient unless the greater part of the instruc-
t'on given to the officers ot tho Regular Ac-
tillery bo deemed superfluous.

How can it bo oxpected that tho Volun-
toer officer can havo that knot ledgo of the
tactics of infantry and cavalry, of tho best
choice of positions for tho activn of his guns
of tho mode of attacking fiold-works by ar-
tillery fire, and of many other branches of
the avt of war which go to make a good com-
mander of a field battery 2 In truth, sufii
ciently good field artillery cannot Yo impro-
vized cannol be got togothor in o hurry, and
if mefficient, may bo little more than an en
cumbrance to any army in the fiela.

Lord Elcho estimates that an army of 40,-
00U men should have 130 guns, I'his soems
to bo somewhat of an 2ver-estimate—120, or
threo guns per 1,000 mon, would bea ve-y
full proportion for o British army, for itis..
well-established maxim, the better the in-
fantry the smaller the proportion of artillory
they require. Assumiog that 100,000 men
is the greatest  stile force thatcould be
ianded in this«  try. we may well consider
that 336 guns, o more than aro requisite
for a dofensive army of that amount, consti
tute a very satisfactory provision of Field
Arullery in ttmo of peace, and in cuse of

yUoneral Wilford thinks wo iy

but, with all due respect for Colunel Iar
gourt’s opinion, and th it of {Royal Artiller
13ts, who are also iudlined to the nothing
like leather view of thes guestion, T ventuto
again to express a liopo that taxpayers
aud economists will 11 2t allowjour Yulunteer
Field Artillery to be kaocked on the head
until it ka8 been fully and publicly tested
in tho surest way by actual work in the field
in the manwuvres of 1872, If tho Ist Mid

dlesex Volunteer Field Actillery (Coloncl
Shakespoar's) have attained to *acredit

able state of eflicioncy,” there can bo no
reason why a sufliciently highstandaed, hav-
ing Lieen attained by one Liigado or battery,
others should not bo furced to wourk up to
tho satne standard by mihing  their exist

enco dependent upon thew so doing.

I remain,
Your oliedient servant,
Ercno.
St. Jaunes's place, Sept. 26

To the Edilor of the Tmes. Su .~ Mjor
learn to
work our guns respectably, and to fireblank

danger threatening it would be probally | cartridge at a sham fight, but doubt the pos
easter 1o oxpand that forco of Regular Ac- | sibility of our ever being able tu ** five round

tillery, 80 as to increaso the number of bat
teries wo now possess by urawing upoa the
garrisoa Artillery, than to prepare for the
tield thoroughly efficient batteries of Voluu-
teers.

The Volunteer Field Artillery desetve
tho greatest credit for their zeal, patriotic
oxertions, and for the pecuniary sacrifices
they mako, but they seem to many miliary
observers to be attempting impossibilities
under the circumstances in which they are
placed.

{ am, Sir,
Your obedient scrvant.
1. N, Wirronn, Major-General,

Winchester, September 20,

To the L8utor af the Tunes. Siv:—1 must
ask the fitvor of n small space in your paper
to correct & mustake mnto winch Colonel Har-
court has fallen as regards thoe comparative
cost of Royal and Volunteer Field Artillery.
Colonel Harcourt says, in the Tunes of to-
day, * 1 believe Lam giving more thana
personal opinion when I refuse to admit
that ¢ half a loaf is better than no bread,”
if the result is that. for an expense of 15,-
QUVZ, wo are to have 100 half-trained Volun-
teer field gans fnstead of seventy five Royal
Artillery guns.” His mistake anses from
his haying taken the figures 75 as they or-
iginally appearved in wmy published letter,
without having regard to the sense, context
and other figures of the passage upon which
they bore. Iad he done this, ho would at
once have seen that the figures 75 ought to
have had a dot between them—as I subse-
quently explained in & note to the Zimes—
and that, instead of reading as 75 guuns, they
should have read T-5, or 7§ guns. Jcan
hardly believe that Colonel Harcourt, or any
Royal Artillerist, will maintain that 73 Royal
Artillery field-guns could hope successfully
to encounter in the field in actual war 100
Volunteer field-guns such as Colonel Shakes-
pear’s which, I am glad to see, Colunel Har-
court admits to be ** in & state of creditable
cfficinney.’”” He ncvertheless thinks that

tin the name of economy and common }

senso’ Volunteer Field Ariillery would
have been better dispensed with, and he
ends his lettor by an expression of opinion
that any further Government assistance
ghould be given to the Volunteer Garrison
and Movablo Siege Artillery, Itis, perhaps,
avt unnatural that on the principle of no
thing like leather, a garrison gunner should
take this view of Volunteor fField Artillery,

shot, comistor, and shells, and to lix fuzes
under fire with the requisite aud rapidity.”
"C'liis opinion is somuwhat unfortunate and
damaging ‘0 his whole argument, if what
ins been stated in the United Service Insti

tution in reference to the relative use of
arms be correct, and not having been con

tradicted, it may bo assumed as true,

«Evarywhere the Regulaws, the long con
tinuous servica corps, aro beaten by the
Volunteers.”

¢ The scientific corps, the Regulars of the
Artillery, aro beaten by the Volunteers.”

As to Lhe fixing fuzes, &e.—why, from tho
nalure of the operation, both Regulars anl
Volunteers learn in the same school of in- ~
oftensive target practice, a target with a ro
turn feu d’enfer being inadmissible, even if
invented. I believe there is no doubt that
tl's Volunteer gunuers have beaten the Re-
guiars; I can only say, speaking personally,
I wish they had not, but the success is only
the resuit of the law of nature which gives
greatest power to most thinking men, and
is unavoidable. L

To reply to General Willord soriatim
would necessitate an amount of repetition
which would be wearisome; so I will go
straight to my poir. with definite ideas.

I do not want 40 pounders, such as wo are
threatened with, because their weight is ex-
cessive, requiring eight horses todrag them;
all the details about them aro ctumsily
heavy for inland service, and tho tmmuni
tion must Lo carried on another curirge. I
understand 50 rounds only accomprny each
gun in tnat carriage. But two 12-pounders,
each carrying 33 rounds on their own car-
riages, will travel very well indecd with tour
horses each, as I saw one doing nt the ** But
tle of Fox Hill,"* but to please my appnnents
I will say six horses each.

S5 we have one 40 pounder, two carriages,
40 rounds, #ad 14 horses, against two 12
pounders, two carriages, 66 rounds, and
cight or twelve horses.

Now, as a good blow from one or the other
would shut up either, and uas the elevation
ap to 1,500 yards is in favour of the smaller
gung, and up to 3,000 yards tho larger hias
not as mnch as ono degresin its favour, it
is reasoriable to believe that with half the
number thetwo 12-pounders wou'd lick the
40-pounder out of thoe field in no time.

Wo want then. the 12 pounder breech-
loading Armstrong gun, which is an exceed
ingly good gun, and which is shortly tobe
obsolete. Give us that, let mo then cquip



