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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1118, 1886,

PUBLIC NOTICE.

Pustic Notice is hetehy given that & peneral meeting
of he stockholders of the PazssyTERIAN i\‘i\\} Co.,
Toronto, will be held in the Offices of the Company, 3t
York Chambers, 9 Torooto Steect, Toronto, on the 11th
Febroary, 1886, at 10 s.m., for the election of Directors
and the trapsastion of peneral business,

By order,
Geo. 11. Rolunson,
Mcmﬁn

Toronto, Jan. 213t 1856,

. o remater —

Woulb Rev. Duncan McMellan kindly send
his address 10 this office ? :

For lack of space we are obliged to hold over
an account of the mecting of the Commuttees of
the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches tlat
met in Knox church, Ottawa, last week, to con-
fer as 10 the practicability of devising a plan for
co-operating In the prosecution of mission work.
A most satisfactory conclusion was armved at and
a numberz of resolutions, to be submited to the
Assembly -and Conference, unarimously and
heartily adopted.

Toe Rev, P G, McGregor, 1)1, Agent-of
the Church and Treasurerof the Schemes, Past.
en Section, dicd ‘at hig-residence, Hahfax, on
Friday morning, the sth instant.  The news of
Dr. McGregor's death will be recelved with pra-
found regret throughout the Church and wher-
ever he was known.  We shall glve same
pasticulars of his life and labours in a future issue,

WE are very glad to notice that the DPublic
S¢hool Board of "Teronto has decided to restore
the Bible in its caurety to the schools under fts
care.  The debate that took place in the school
board upon the yuestion of the Dible v4, * Scrip-
ture Lessons” was most Interesting and signi
Geant.  In view of n recent manifesto from the
compilers of the * Senpture Lessons’ we shall
return o the diseussion of the subject, * 'Ihe
Mible in the Schools.”

Tue Onario Government was waited upon
by a deputation from the Alliance in regard to
certain additions to the Crooks lacense Act In
the dircetion of making that measure more cffec-
tive. Most of these, a3, for example, the fusther
reduction of the number of hicenses, especially in
citics and towns, heavier penattics forbreaches
of the law, earlier closing, the licensing of rooms
as in England and not of the whole house, and
the removal of screens, ¢ic, 1n bar-zooms, are of a
p:aclical character, and ought to be made law,

They will aid in the more complete * corralling ”
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‘I'HE same deputation urged uponthe Govern-
ment the reassumption of the responsibility of
. enforcing the Scott Actn countics where it is
+ now ot issoon %o be in operation.  The past re-
cord of the Ontario .Governnient 1n the matter
1s good, and the deputation was gratified by the
statement of the Premicr that License Commis-
sioners and Inspectors would again be appointed
for Scott Act countics. It is to be eamestly
hoped that the Government will see its way clear
also to appoint police magistrates in all such
counties, With the police magustrate, instead
ol justices of the pcace, appeal is ruled out,
and the punishment of the iilicit trade In tiquor
thus facilitated.

It 1s publicly announced that an attempt will
agan be made at the ap})roaching session of the
Dominion Pathament to force the obnoxious becr
and wine clauses into the Scott Act. The Ontatio
Branch of the Deminton Alliance has resolved to
meet the petitions in favour of these amendments,
undersiood -to be already in circglation and
lazgely signed, by counter-petitions.  ‘These will
be sent out, it 18 expected, almost immediately,
and ought to attain to'an enormous signatire.
There is but one sentiment among the supporters

amendments, il passed, and no effort shéuld be
spared to give such sentiment emphatic. expres.
sion. In all honesty the Scott Act, soon to be
so widely in force, should have a fair trial in its
integrity.

His Grack Arcunisuorl.yncn, of Toronto,
through the columns of the daily press (His Grace
kas always the enfrk to the daily press and seems

| welcome, though strangely enough his hosts have

never 2 word 1o say Lo him editorially) harangues
Protestants, and as- " their sincere- {riend and
well'wisher ™ begs them not to believe implicitly
as true every assertion or quotation of so-called
Catholics or of - Protestants against the Catholic
Church. The peculiar character of His Grace's
logic may be seen.in the.following sentence:
“ People have condemned “as-idolatrous and
wicked many of her-doctrines and practices
according- to -their own peculiar: views and not
according- to the views taken by the Catholic
Church,” or, in other words, it alldepends on the
way you ook at a thing whether it is right or
wrony. ‘This may be very fine casuistry, but it is
not the truth: His Grace oflers the old.and
worn-otit apologics for idolatry and Matiolatry,

ives a clean bill of spiritual health -to ali the

opes—the sad victims of historic truth—asserts
with almost hidicrous equanimity that the Papacy
is the keystone in the arch of the Christian
Chuich, has a fling at.the new Revised Version
—in His Grace’s eyes all English versions are
bad——artfully strives to make -2 point in favour
of Roman Catholicism from thé diversity. of Pro-
testant forms of worship, boldly avows that these
differences arise from ‘ignorance, pride and
sellwill ™ and calls ‘the Protestant sheep to his
fold’ b{: telling them. that *during these latér
years there have been many noble-examples of
men searching humbly: for «the truth,” that
' duchesses, earls, marquises, peers of the realin,
gentlemen of distinction’ both in the army and:
the navy,” and'we sup in the volunteers also
—are “swelling, prodigiously ” the number of
converts to the Catholic Church, His Grace’s
invitation to Protestants to ailow the Romish
hierarchy to do all their thinking on spiritual
matters will fall on deaf cars. It.is not worth
while to expose 16 our readers the fallacies that
lurk In every sentence of His Grace’s manifesto.
Meanwhile a numberof writers, prominent amony
whom we notice Dr.'Laing, of Dundas, have, in
view of the Archbishop's letter, addressed a word
of council to the Roman Catholic laity, and in
turn nvited them to examine the grounds of
their faith and practice in the light of Scripture
and history, and to learn just views of Protestan-
tiam from Protestanisthemselves, "We would be
glad to know that our Roman Catholic friends
would read these replies and ponder over them
We rather fear that 2 * bull™ will be issued for-
bidding the faithiu} to look into the papers for
the next few days and that the lamp of truth in
the hands of Protettant- defenders of the faith
wiil not get beyond His Grace’s palace door.

of the Act as to the fatal character of such]

“YE DID IT UNTO ME."

O Chnstisns belleve what  Jesus  says?
“Most certalnly,” Is echoed In response
by almost cvery ono whose ¢ye catches the
seemingly profane query. Why. then ate they
not rcadrcr to take Him at His word? Why
should it be necessary to mako so frequent,
such constant, urgent, importunate appeals on
11is behalf when He ls to be sent to the mission
field that 1le may * preach the gospel of the
Kingdom,” when He needs the shelter of a
home, when e hungers and thirsts, and those
who say they are His, put Him off with a com-
plaint about the ‘“hard times,” when, aged or
infirm, He Ia dependent, it may be almost
whotly, on the bounty of thote whom 1le has
blessed ?  As has been well said .

#\Werethe Lord Jesus visibloe with us as with
the disciples in the land His blessed feet wade
holy, many would diligently seck Him and
lavish upon Hhm the tokens of adoring love.

“Homes like that of Bethany would welcome
Him. Marthas wouald carefully entertain Him.
Marys would anoint Hishead with very precious
ointnient, or like the woman who was a sinner,
pour the perfume upon His feet, after bathing
them with tears of penitent sorrow.  Rich men
would receive Him into their houses, and like
Simon the 'hatisec giwve Him a dinner-party, or
like Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea be-
fiiecnd Him in trial.  Greater multitudes than
those of Galilee and Judea would follow Him
now not metely to receive from Him but af pos.
sible to give to Him. To have sheltercd His
weary hcad from the dews of a single night, to
have quenched His noon-tide thirst by a cup of
cold water, to have nntigated His ({istrcss by
walching with Him one hour, would open in
the heart a spring of unfailing joy, and sweeten
a hundred fold the hope of Heaven,"

But is He notas really here as if we could
sec Him with our eyes? s He not herein the
Ybrsons of those who are His? Especially, is

1c not ever present in the persons of His am-
bassadors? “Now, then, we are ambassadors
for Christ,” is what Paul says of the ministry,

Could the country be called loyalto the crown
that would neglect or refuse to maintain its am:
bassadors as befitted their station? And espe.
cially so when the ambassadors are in their
declining years, when they had spent themselves
and their all for the honor of the King, and the
extension of the Kingdom.

Why should there beany lack in the-store-
house? There will not be, if, in the spirit. of the
gospel, we give as frecly as we have reccived, if
wc'mtic\'c that precious word of the Lord Jesus,
“it is more blessed to give than to.recéive,’
The time is drawing very near now when it will
be seen whether the Church is willing .that her
munisters in the poorer ficlds should be partak.
ers of her plenty to the estent of what will se-
cure them the common comforts of home, and
Phext Sabbath's collection will show how much is
thought of the disabled veterans who have stood
on the.walls and watch-towers in former days.

We speak a werd, for Christ's sake, on behalf
of the"Augmentation and the- Aged and-Infirm
Ministeis’ Funds, which unaccountably seem to

should be.

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY WORK.

HE Rev. R, G. Wilder, himselfa veter:

: an missionary and one of the most enter.
pusinf and exact of misstonary statisticians, in
the Missionary Review, of which he is the able
editor, gives a full account of Wumen's Foreign
Mission Boards and Work, (rom which we have
gatheted by careful addition the following

gures. . )
- The Societies of various Churches in America
number in all 20, the Auxiliaries 11,695, and the
Miwsion Bands 2,905, of ‘which-225 and 46
respectively are Canadizn, The total income
is $969,137, of which $14,180 was raised in
Canada; $11,68¢ of this' was raised by the
women .of .the Presbyterian Chuich, East and
West. With these funds. 16 missionaries and
650 -Bible readers and teachers are supported,’
besides a large amount of help given o the
general mission work in which- no special work
fer women has yét been undertaken, -Pupils in
mission schools, 11,996

Theseresults are the more marvellous when
it is remembered that only one of these socie.
ties is.over fifteen years of age, and many of
them only ten, while a few are’less. - Our. own
W, F. M. S (Westetn Section) is a fair illustza-
tion'of how this wotk grows when it is rightly.
laid hold of and efficiently organized. ~ Its first’
monthly meeting was held in Toronto on April
4th, 1876, when so members were entoiled. At'
the end of the- first- year 18 auxilianes and 3
mission bands had becn organized, and the sum
of $1,005.37 contributed. N i

The following statement shows the annval
progress which has been made by this important
tociety in auxiliaries, mission bands, Presby-
terian socicties, and in contributions from its
commencement to toe-present ime :—
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The large sum of $45.187.22, tused in nine
years is afinc showing, but when it is observed.

be far less popular than funds for such schemes |-

that nearly one-founthi of this-was raised in the
I 5 year, sumething of what s possible to the
faith and works of women who *labourmuchin
the Lord,” will be realiz¢d.

We look fur * greater things than these” now
that the cause of the Indian women and chil.
dren in Manitoba and the North-West has been
espoused by our Woman's Foreign Missionary
Soclety,

Pttt G im—

UNOALLED MINISTERS.

OMPARATIVELY few even of our nuni-
sters are aware of the large nuinber of
probationers who, like hoises in a tread-mill, go
the ceaseless round of preaching in vacancies,
but are never called bf any congregatlon, and
never will be called  Many of them good men ;
all of them men-against whose Christlan char.
acter no charge can be laid, some of them
scholars, and some even fair preachers, but yel
not men whom congregations caretocall ‘These
men believed themselves to be called of God to
the work of the minlsiry, the presbyterics in cer-
tifying them to the colleges confirmed them in
their bellef, and when their course was duly
completed, In-licensing them, committed them
for life to work which no Chuwch -will ever give
them the opportumity to do. They have spent
their resources in fitting themsclves for work-
they are not fitted for, and lost for ever the
opportunity of learning to do anything else.  In
middle life they discover, pethaps—somie never
do—that they were mistaken as to their e/, but
it 15 too late (o go back, ard vain to go forward,
What are they to do? Go the grand round of
all the vacancics over and over, to the end of the
chapter, to their own diseredit and the genesal
discredit and disadvantage of the Church. What
can they do?

It ix casy to say, “It is their own. concern,
why should the Church be asked to answer the
question?”  Is it altogether their own concern?
Arc presbyteries and professors wise and fuithful
in their dealings with candidates for the ministzy?
Ate no tests necessary or pussible but the very
gencral ones of schotarship and Christan char-
acter? Should nout presbytery sausfy atself
of the apphicant’s powers of expression, “aptness
to teach,” knowledge of human nature, success in
personal Christian work, standing in circle of
Chtistian-acquaintance, ctc., before recommend-
ing him to cnter a course of. study ** with a view
to the ministry”? And should not both pres.
bytery and professors interpose at an catly stage
of his course, if from anything that might come
to their knowledge it should be evident that the
candidate was little likely to succeed in his
chosen calling, and kindly, but strongly, urge, 1n
view of what their riper experience had detected,
that he should reconsider his conclusion before
going farther on to fare worse ?

Young mcn need sometinies to be saved from
themselves, and on presbylenes and professors
surely rests much of the responsibility of so
many uncalled ministers,

THE CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN ON ‘*MODIFY.
ING THE ‘CONFESSION OF FAITH.' "

lh_r Ruv. IA_HIS MibbLEMIsS, ELORA.

Tue Christian Guardian bas been recently dicecting
the attention of §ts teaders to the action of the London
Presbytery of the Euglish Presbyterian Church in relation
to the **Wesiminster Confesslon.” In.an editorial,
headed **Modifying the * Confession of Faith,’" it is
stated that certain modifications, or ‘ameniments,”
were proposid In the preabylery and, after discussion,
**casried " by & very large majority.  Such a statement,
we feel sure, cannot be vegatded as & correct tepresests.
tion of the action of the presbytery, a3 tepotied ia the
CAristian Wirld, whose report appeass in the Revizw
of January 2131, and Is teferred to by the Guardian,
And the writer s certainly vezy greatly mistaken, If he
flatters himself, as be'seems to do, that the preibytery’s
sction, of siwilar acuon clsewhere=such, for example,
as was taken five of six years ago Ly 1the Synod of the
Unlted: Presbyterian Charch in-Seotland—is Indicative
of & dispoaiuon on the part of the Presbyterian Churchies
to fall away from the distinetive principles of Calvinlim

The writer {n the Guardian i3 doubiless well aware of

1be doctrine of the ** Westrainates Confeasion ™ in refer

cace 1o the supreeeacy of Scripture s & rule of faith.
In view of iti affiemation that ““the Supreme Judge, by
which £l controvensdes of religion ate to be determined,”
**¢an be no other but- the “Holy Gbost speaking in-the
Scriptare,” and that “all synods or counclls since the
spostles’ ticaes raay €ir (and many have ctred), 3od are
therefore not to be made the 1ule of faith and practice,
but to be weed as an help in-both,” the ready admbsalon
by Calvicists that every creed of butzan eomposinon may
be expected to bear, toa greater or tew extent, the marks
ol human Imperfection, will Bot be regaided as siznSéant
of Jenbt ot hesitancy in telation to eay portion of their
éreed.  Bendes this, it should be borne in mind, though
perhaps gevennlly overlocked, that, if we-sightly appre-
hend the distinctive character of a creed, we shall, how:
ever sticng our perscasion tasy be 1hat its statements
arc To full accordance with Scripture, be Always prepared
to ind that [t s mote or less defectite a1 ap exhibition of
Seripture trith, A czeed 15 to be regarded not as'a sys.
tematic exhibition of Scripture teaching, but rather ot an
accrelion of articles o docttival propositions expressed In
terms readered necessary by the ertontous interpretation
of Scripture.  As oue heresy has arisen after another, the
Church bas foond it necessary to state the tzoth fn terms
othey than thote of Scriplure, and directly ‘contradictory
of those in which error was being tizght.  The Church's
cteed {s thus nertber more not less than fts views of Scrip-
tore troth §n opposltion 10 1he varlous errors that have
sprang op in the courte of her history. Tt may be sald,

therefore, to prestnt, fo n mote or less systematic form,
the ataimments that the Charch hag made in the deter

{ rination of the Joctrinal coatroversies thiough ‘which she

has passed.  To Tyesbyteriats and other **evangelical
Calvinlsts,” the Armunian controversy has been deter:
wined, o5 well as othet contraversies Io whick Calvinists
and Arminlans mre found on the s:ame £1d¢ 5 and, so for
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