
THE IRISH. CHURCH.

that Henry the VIII. became Pope instead of Leo,--a, very doubtful
huprovement! ThMe lieformed faithi was declared by Act of Parliament
to, be the religion of tlie land, and the serzi-Protestant Churcli of Eng-
land steppcd into the silver slippers of the Cliurcli of R~ome, and from
thiat hiour to thie present lias conitinued to ivear tiern.

Three centuries, hioweverý, have totaly clianged the aspect of the ciase.
Vie Church of England is 1n0 longer ivitliout a rival. Dissenters and
chiurclimen are nov about equally divided, and the question naturally
forces itself upon public attention, if religion is to be endowed at all, to
ivhichi of these rival bodies shiallfthe patronage of the State ho extended ?

Thie Irish Establisliment occupies a position more anoinalous stiil. It
lias not, and îîever lias hiad, even the fluxnsy plea of its sister estabhishi-
ments in Eiiîgland and Sco,,«,tnd for Goverument support, viz., that of
being the cliurch of the mnajority. But little more tlhan oîie-tenitt of flthe
people of Ireland inake any pretence of connection with it, while of thiat
tentb, probably one-hiaîf neyer enter the doors of lier sanctuaries. A
receut contributor to flhe ATw.t& Britishi Reviewv declares, upon the authior-
ity of Parliaînentary returns, that thiere are over 780 pansles in Ireland
whiose incunubents enjoy an incoxne of £300 sterling (about $1,500)
eachi, whiere the iîunber of adherents of the Establishied Chiurcli, all told
- -men, woiren and chiildren-zeill nol average 20 person.s. We -ioný1er
Iiow long Canadians wvould patiently endure taxation for the support of
an cecclesiastical establishuinent at sucli a rate, especially of one as odious
to, them ini its character as the Churcli of England is to the great mass
of thue people of Ireland!

Tliese, hiowever, are only incidental circunistances iii thue case; thue
l)rillciple iuvolved would be the saine wvere the proportions reversed,

adthe minonity taxed for thie maintenance of the religion of the mna-
j ority, alhougli ini the latter instance the injustice nuiglit not be equally
apparent. It is rnanifestly wirong and utterly at variance with the
cardinal principle of Protestanltisn-thie riglit of pnivate judgment in the
iiiterpretation of Holy Scripture-to compel any manu to subscribe, either
witlu lis.- pen or with lus purse, Vo the support and propagation of wiat
lie does flot believe.

Into thie discussion~ of the general question of dlurcli establishments,
froin a scriptural point of view, or of thieir influence upon spiritual'reli-
gion, we hiave not space to enter. We are willing to, admit, or at least
we do flot care tu deny, that it is possible to, conceive of circuinstances,
in whichi tliey miglit work to advantage in thie furtheranc.e of the cause


