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aistered within seven days, or, it made more than one
vaar before insoheney, unless registered one yerr
Pefore the insolveney takes place.  This wounld check

i« practice by whick it is well known that dishonest
rien bave enriched their wives out of their ereditor
money.  Property derived from the wife s exempt
from llns clavse,  Creditors holding  current seeur-
ties are enabled 1o treat them as maturad, Marnield
women are to be entirely subject to the insolvena
taw, and the estates of deceased debtors whe dic when
insolvent are to be sequestrated s though they were
fiving.  Our acknowledgments are due, and civen, to
eur Melbourne and Sydnes contemporary for en-
abling the above synopsis of a valuable Act to be Tand

before the Canadian public.  We trust with the
Record that it will assist in raising the standard of
commercial morality.”  We  commend  this  well-

designed Act to the study of the Federal Goyernment.
of our legislators, and our bankers and merchant ..
who, we believe, will have to consider a Canadian
Insolvency Act next Session of Parlizment.
———————
PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURES AND MUNICIPAL
LEGISLATION.

One of the most responsible duties of the Provin-
cial Legislatures of the Dominion is, the regulation
of those conditions under which municipal bodies are
empowered to contract debts, represented by Jdeben-
tures. To wisely fix the borrowing power ob any
municipality  requires  a knowledge  of its circum-
stances, of its prospects, and of municipal finances.
which is not universally possessed by members ot
our legislative bodies.  This causes the responsi-
bility for this class of legislation to rest all the more
heavily upon the members of the several Provineial
Governments, who should study most carefully  the
position of municipalities before giving any sanction
to legislation affecting the fnancial interests of those
bodies. It is onc of the rarest of events in Canada
for a municipality to become embarrassed by ats debt
obligations. When, however, suchan incident arises,
il is quite just to enquire how the Legislature came
to give such borrowing powers as hanve led to the
difficulty.  There must have been either negligence
te acquire information, or lamentable mdiffcrence o
the public interests, on the part of the Legislature
whicht gave such wide borrowing powers to a nnun-
cipality as have led to its embarrassment. 1t is one
of the very prime duties of a Legislature to restram
municipal corporations which show a disposition to
expend lavishly and borrow excessivels. The dis-
credit of a local corporation tends to the discredit of
other municipalities; it is also an injury to the gen-
cral credit of the country. The troubles which have
overtaken the Town Counal of Toronto Junetion
1eflect blame upon that body, but we are dispused to
regard the local Legislature as also reprehensible,
Toronto Junction was started in its career by per-
sons anxious to escape Toronto taxation.  They
beomed the place just as land in the adjoining city
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was being boomed. Bemg anxious 1o make  the
lunction a great manufactucing centre, thes stacted
to manufacture a town off hand.  But towns  are
ke fruit-trees, they can be planted, but they cannot
be made frtiul by foremyg, as maturty s needed
Lefore trut will grow, and fav-
oring ttade conditions befure they are so prosperous
as to adinut of kuge ‘expenditures that involve a
hemvy debte Outsiders of experience <aw the Junc-
von's efforts 1o assume a townlike look and respon-
sihilies with dear, and the Legislture should have
restrained its anpetaous career m the interest of the
nen district, and of municipal eredit generally.  The
Ontario Legistature has been applied to for assist-
ance to reheve the town of Toronto Junction from
its difficultics, It is to be hoped that the Provineial
Govermment will weigh the situation most careiully,
and suggest a settlement between the town and the
bond holders on a fair and reasonable basis,  While
we have no desire to have the rate-payers of Torono
Junction dealt with harshly, vet it is to their own in-
terest that they make every possible effort to redeem
the credit of the town, and save themselves, and pro-
teet our municipalities in general  from reproach.
The Toronto Junction alfair should serve as a beacon
ght warning against the dangers of excessive debt,

o tow s need time

——————— -~ ——

THE MURDER EPIDEMIC AND 1TS PROBABLE
CAUSES.

At this moment there are nine prisoners ecither
vider sentence of death, or awaiting sentence, for
marder on this continent, and several at liberty who
Lave on their souls the stain of human blood.  Be-
stdes these there are a number who have been con-
victed of. or are anaiting trial {or crimes of violence
only distinguished  from murder by a legal techni-
cality . An ¢pudemice of violence seems 1o have spread
ver the continent. Such a condition the
question as to what influences are at work to gener-
ate such an outbreak.,  In the vear 1849 the atten-
tion of the British Howe Scerctary was called to the
alarmag increase of burglary in some of the large
ttwns of Dogland  An enguiry was instituted which
soon ended by the cause bring discovered for this
wave of house-breaking. A clever actress had an
dertahen to play the laading character in the melo
drama “Jack Sheppard,” the famous burglar. She
shone m this part by the agility of her exploits repre
senting those of the criminal heroo 1t was found that
ber performances drew to the thatre a crowd of
minor cramnals, toughs and dissipated youths, who
viewed her representation of a canning, 1|.|r.ng thiet
with intense delight. Their admiration of a burglar’s
craft naturallv inspired emulation, hence the house
breaking epidemic which seemed o msterious A<
soon as the performance of “Jack Sheppard™  was
interdicted the wave of crime subsided, leaving, how -
ever, terrible results on a number of vouths and
voung men whom it had swept from a life of loose
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