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*Ye I vorGur Tier, O JERUSALEM ! LUT MY RIGHT LAND FORGEL ITS CUMNINO. —Ds. 137, 5. &..

SERMON, course, I remark, in the first place, that they
. " indicate the Scriptures to be a valuable book 3
S 5. I y 4 ). D. . .

Ly q‘fs f‘?j" 12,(' b‘é}&["sm 12502, Dw D, Minister in the seeond place,.the comparison they conw
o ants, tidsyow. tain indientes the high measure of its value ;.
*“More te be desired are they than gold, yea, | and, in the third place, the strong desire they

than much fine gold.”—DPsa1M X1x. 10, i express. for it on the- part of the Psalmist

. . - . . . ' . »}3 vy e . ' o
Iz is impossible to determine the origin of | Shows the feelimgs with which we alsa shuld

this sacred poem, as there is neither any no- | regard-it.
tice of it to be found in the history of David, |  According to the method proposed, then,
nor does it contain any internal allusion to | Iremark, in the first place, that the words be-
circumstances which might afford direct evi- | foie us indicate the Scripture to be a valuable:
dence, o, at least, some ground of cunfecture, , busk. A buok is prized as valuable, chiefly
u3 to the time and place of jts composition. [ on accouut of iis conents, and accordingly,.
But there is no reason to regret the want of | juagud by this commonly. approved standard,
such data, as a huonledge of its imnport may | the Scriptures surpass all books that ever
be easily and satisfactorily arrived at, inde- | hase been published.in the world,~not only
pendenty of all infuimation as tw the wher jin having Gud for their author, but in the
and the wheie it was written.  Its chavacter | purity of their character, in the sublimity of”
is purely didactic, being a general record or | their object, and in the certainty of the know-
expression of thuse feeliugs of piety which | ledge they connnunicate.  Qther books were
the Psulmist delighted so 1much and sv habit- , written by men, conaining ouly the effusions
ually to induige.  Lhe greater portion of it is | of their mind, aud evnsequently bear the
ageupied in celebrating the praises of Serip- . stamp of the frailiics and imperfections that
ture, which he speaks of under a variety of.| chiaracterize their human authors. Some of
terms, as, the law—the testimony —the stat- ; them were the productions of ignorant men,
utes—the commandments—the judgments of | who possessed but a limited, and very imper-
the Lord.  In a strain of admining reflection, | fect acquaintance with the subject they wi Jer-
us he contemplates i1 in the various aspects ; took to treat, and who, therefore, being blind
presented by each of these espressions, he | leaders of the bliud, could.not but mislead.
breaks out into a Lrief passing culogy on the | Somehave enmnated from bad men, who pub-
characterand properties of that Divine Word; ; lished frum the selfish purpose of .pushing
and the high estimate Le set upon it, from | themselves into noturiety by the ngvelty or
his long familiarity and experience of itapure | the boldness of their speculations, or with the .
and exalted delighis, is expressed in the lan- | wiched. irtention of sowing the seeds of mis-
guage of the text, “ More to he desired than , chief; of unsettling. the principles, or corrupt~
gold, yea, thar: much fiue goig.” i ing the morals of their readers. While other.
Iu waking these words as a guide to the ; books, again have been written by men who,
sentiments to be brought furnard inthis dis- ' however eminently qualified by knowledge os-
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