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goods, without the help of money, if money
would be had? Would they invest this mo-
ney in an iron chest, where neither intcrest
sor profit could be derived, if a banking es-
tablishment by any possibility could be upheld?
Would a soeiety DF men live without a form
of government if a form were possibly pro-
rurable 2 Would it not be their desire also,
1o have that form which is most nearly allied
in their opinion to perfection? lave not the
British Colonies shown this in the two Houses
of Parliement and the Governor? striving
tn underrate that constitution which overy
Briton loves, and every nation honors. Do
not the banking establishments rising in every
town and hnﬁﬁet throughout our land, give
proof of the zeel with which commercial men
perfect their commercial machinexy? Amid
all this, where is that religious zeal fox the ec-
clesiastical machinery and government which
we love? Do we not see the same men whose
real for waorldly matters, and whose knowledges
of husineas, ought to tell them that without a
right government no society can thiive, and
without right commercial laws, no commerce
ean prosper; do we not see these same men,
if not opposed to the perfecting of our ecclesi-
astical government, at least with cold shoulder
and eye uskance, give some paltry reason for
not letting their voiee be heard ! And with
all this, they would feel insnited if you were
to hint that they did not love the Church of
Scotland, Let us, then, in this paper, calmly
review the subject of a General Assembly for
British North Ameriea, and see what advan~
tages may be derived to the Church, particu-
larly in Nova Scotia.

. And let it be observed, in reference to this
matter, we in Nova Scotia have shown a great
amount of selfish apathy. While the Canadian
Synod has again and again pushed the matter
with vigor, the Nova Seotian Synod haes in the
coldest manner * appointed a committee;” and
this committee has too often, in a colder man-
ner still, acted in this matter as if Canada
were intending to hurt Nova Seotia by its pro-
posals; while not a single layman of the
Church in Nova Scotia has lifted up his voice
in favor of the move. I shall lay before my
readers the advantages that I conceive will re-
sult from having a General Assembly of North
America.

I It will give a greater influence to our
Church, and her enactments and laws will
come with more weight on her people and her
ministers. Who amongst us, more especially.
in the Lower Proviuces, does not feel that our
courts are small in influence, and that by
many our anthority is sneered at, True, there
is ant appeal to the Church at Home, but her
influence is confined to those congregations
she still ssists; and at best, although the
physical influence may be great, the moral in-
fluence of a court which knows so little about
a matter as the Church at homedaes about us,
can be but small. Let us have that mechan-
ism which our ministers, by their ordination

vaws, ate bound to uphold, and which our
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people show they dearly love by elinginld
the Church through many a struggle, and
influence aud usefulness of our body will
itself known throughout the British-Ame
dominions.

1L It is .an advantage to every sociey
bave its miechanism as complete as possi
the more work reguired, the greater and a
influential must be the powor applied.
this it may be objected: *“ We are weak,
a Jurge, expensive machinery would only &
dead weight on us; we might be better if
had not sa many church courts, and if wel
waited till we were stronger before forny
either presbyteries or synods.” If we
weak, this argument is powerful, and
tell heavily against my proposition. In
does the strength or weakness of &, ch
consist >—in her ministers, or in her peg
We shall for once adopt the Scotch mads
answering a question by asking another. ¥
is the church? Undoubtedly it is the peg
—those who profess to be followers of
standard and her Saviour. Her ministers
but her servants, for building her up, fory
ing her, and for leading her people to gi
therc, then, is weakness ?  What means
cry raised by thousands for more paston
an additional supply of laborers? Is
the farmer or the merchant is weak thy
calls more hands to his farm or to his siy
Da we not find a sure proof that we are it
in the fact that so many people and som
congregations have stood under the ban
of our mother church, while others have
to lead them away, and while they have b
devoid of a spiritual shepherd of their ¢
True, we are weak, as far as.the numbe
our clergymen shows weakness. Buting
by a General Assembly, we strengthen ¢
seves. The reason that our fyourxg licent
and our ministers are more fond of Sco
and the Church as it is in Heotland. is,
here they find not the same laws, the sam
spect, nor the same powerful acting cccles
tical machinery. As far as the country
climate are cancerned, the North Amer
Provinces may vie with Britain, Aund int
love for the Church of Scotland, the pegi
here equal, if not surpass, the Scottish pey
But the clergyman from Scotland, amid
that is good, finds the Church here not a
Church at home. Let a General Assembly
once attained, and this feature dies, and n
attractions to the field ave presented:
Church here might soon equal the Churd
home in stremgth, in vigor, and in numbd
*Tis in the strength of our Church here, a
ready referred to, that we bave a founds
for the hope that at to distant period wey
become a powerful body. For the suppl
ministerial labors do the Church Courts e
&one other court is surely advaatageou
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IH. Union is strength. As we arcatp
seut, we are three different bodies, Lachu
ing its own course, framing its own laws, #
foﬁowing its own objects; which are inu4



