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kernly that they are encouraged 1o pour
oil into his wounds by proceeding v <ay
that ~that’s not the worst of it that
there is trouble in such a ~ection—that <o
and <0 thiuks the minister gets wo much
pay- -that no one knows what is done
with all the money that is colloeted, and
so on in this amiable fashion battering
the minister with veolley after volley of
irrezpon<ible folly -o that unle~3 he were
somewhat stout of heart and patient of
spirit, he would <oon feel himself more
hart and wounded than the man who
felt among thieves journeying between
Jeru~alem and Jericho.

Ayain, there i< a elass of men who gn
1o chureh out of compliment to the miniz-
ter—if they are not in their pews, thir
absence i to be understood as an awe
wepiring token that the preacher has in-
curred their displeasure. It will be a
warning (0 him in future not to tritle with
Behemoth, Az we  contemplate
thi~ ¢lass we feel that it vould be a poor
werld without them.  Where wounld the
chureh e Pwithout these people? In
amazement we pasz on to the next elass
which consists of those wha practise
creat self-denial in accupying a pew at
all. beeau~e in listening to the sermon
they are deeply impressed with the feel-
ing that they could do it so mueh Letter
themselves, it only they had tie oppor-
tunity.  For this class we have protosnd
sympathy.

Instead however of enumerating the
varions and mixed motives which induce
men to assemble in church it may be
more profitable to direct atten.on to the
object. we have in view in  assembling
together.

Onr object and aim <hould be to en-
gage reverently and devoutly in the
worship of the great name of God. We
shoulid feel that we are as~embled not e
listen o sweet music or to hear an elo-
quent sermon only. but to hear what
message from God may be delivered to

ns, and toengage in a solemn act of
sorship—we <hould <evk to have our
conseione < awakened, our under-tand-
s intravteds and our spiritual natures
revived. And o this end we should
make due preparation for the worship of
the sanctvary. It the minister should
com: unp epared. ponle woubl notice it
and condemn it: but which of us con-
demms himeelfas he ought for appearing
in the pre-cnee of the Most High in
<olenp arts of worship— in inveking His
preserre and imploring Ilis aid  while
sur thoughts are {rivilons and vain, and
our hearts unprepared for drawing near
to Him with reverence. We <hould re-
member that in meeting together, we
~hould =eck to be spiritually impressed,
and strive to aveid everything that
might interfere with, or be repugnant to
the saend associution of the House of
Prayer. The greatness of the themes
te which our thoughts are there directed
should duly npres< us. The subjects of
ineuiry are the greatest, the most glorions
who ¢an oceapy the human mind— the
Supreme Beinz. the consumrmationof &

Goaod,  Jesus Christ the Redecmer, the
Holy Spirit the Comtorter : sin. redemp

tion. death, the tuture retribution, suchk
are the questions to which vour minds
hall be direeted when you aszemble to-
gether. Who that  approaches them
rudely and unpreparedly can expect to
protit. Divine Fuith can rarely find an
entrance into such soul<. It is true there
sucha putency in truth that sometimes
it strihes the careless and indifferent so
as toarrest the attention,and even change
the whele conrse of their lives, but such
cases are rare in comparison with the
multitude of in~tances in which to dull
eavs upintelligent or pre-occapied minds.
Wisdom litt~ up her voice in vain. He
then that would with profit engage in

the worship of the sanctusry must needs
purge hi- vi<ion with «enphrasy and
rur” in order that the divine light may
shine into his soul. Preparation then is



