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by a mnan, and John tells us that it çmnade by several persons. Peter (Mattli26, 72) dcniod stili more empliatical
Finalli' a man who, as John tellswas biotlier to liin wliosecear Peter hadioff, askoed himi if lie had flot been with Je.cin the garden; Peter again denied w'iti ontiaud imprecations, and immediately the cocrew the second tirne. The cock usuaily cro,twice-once at miduiglit, aud &gain lu tmorning, and the terni 1'cock crowlug" la eslcîaiiy ap)plied to the latter. This wil i expiethiediference betwecn Matt. 26, 34, aiMark 14, 30.

8rd. Let us look at the heinousness of Peteýsin, ;both lu itself and in its aggravations.was a direct lie, thlrice uttered, and ln the ciaccompanied by an appeal to God to WitnEthc truth of that whiclî he himiseif kneiw tofalse. It M'as committed against a Mýastwho loved lin, and whom lie loved-who wtheunoblest Mester that any mnu ever had, w]bad dlstinguishcd 1dm a bove his fellows 1peculiar marks of Bis regard, and whio h!recentiy wvarned i against thîs very suiLastly4' it ivas committed in the vcry proseinof Jeus, and miust bave iuflîcted au additionîpang on lus sufltbring hunian heart.4thiy. Let uis consider the cause which leto, it. <a) &Itf-coafldeice. Trusting in hie 0Wrtrength, lie ceaseci to as k for sud Obtain hiMaster's aid. (b) Fear. He flot only dreadethat lie niight be involved in the fiate of hMlaster; but lie had reason on his own accounto fcar the vengeance of the brother of Malchus. (c) Shaine. He shrank from tic contempt and scorn of the haughty Pricats an<Pharisees, as iwell as frai Uhc coarsor insuitof thoir followers.
The sin of Judas was followed by remorsewhich hardens the heart; but Peterýs sin waifoliowed bv repentance, by whicli the heartiLmelted. F'irst, it was true rep)entance. Hlis sorrow was sîncore, and proportioned to the aw.fui offence thut he had comrittd. He wep1bWgerty. 2ndiy. Itdiduot oertýnateink:imsdf"Lukesilone mentions the touchingcircumstance

that the Lord turned aud iooked upon Peter.That lunk of mingled sorrow, love, and com-
passion, picrced Peter's heart; and rcmindcdbin of his Master's predictions and lis owupromises. Thon, as now, it was Uic promiseof Jesus to give repecitance to Israel.

Uet us ie. careful not to fali into Petcr's.sin.The boy wbo, îs asbamcd to prsy when hoe le8down at ni ghlt or riscs ini the înoruing, in thepresence o f othors,- thieyoutli who le dcterr-cd b y ridicule from attending churcli, or keep.ing holy tlie Sabbath,-thc man who is keptfrom doing wliat hoe knows to ho riglit frointhe fear of losiug his trado-deny Jesus as se-tually, thougli not as grossly, as Peter.
DOCTRiINES.

To trust in our own strengt is dangerons.E-xalted privileges wili flot secuire us from sin.The way of sin le ever downward, lcadingdooper sud deepori4nto guiit. God pormitsbis people sonîctîrns to fali. Trucrepentance
la deep auid bitter. A look from Jesus incita
the beart.

ras SECOND SABBATIX.
eW
IY. SUSJECT:-,ike Ciruci/Îi;ua, Mark 15: 22us, 59. Par. pasa.: àfatt. 2ï., 33-54; Luke 23tcut 32-47; John 19: 17-30.

-h v. 22.-Golgotka, go called, citlior bocause
k it ias the place for exocutious, or more pro-

bbi romi its resembiance to a skîii.lie Vv 23.-lt was cus(omary to gîve to cri-leminais before oxecution wine> medicated with)e- myrrli, for the purpose of cleadening thoiri sensibility to pain. As this wine was acheapid sour wine, and as the termiînyrrhiî esoie-
rstumes used for the 'whle class'of bitter sub-Itstances; there ie no discrepancy betiveen this
idpassage, and Matt 27, 34, wliere the drink2doffered la caliod vinegar iugled wilh gail.asS Christ recoivod it not, because lie ivould flotberondor filinself insensible te pain, but wvouidor suifer the fuil penalty.

as Vv. 24.-As custoýmarv, lis garînents were10 regaded as belongiug to; the exoctitinrs. A'Y fiftlinieut of the neropliecy iin Ps. '22: 18.Ld Vv. 2 .- The Jewb counted the heurs (romI.sunrise t'O sunset. Three o'clock iih tFemle iould correspond witli our 9 o'ciock in theRimorniug.
d . 2 6.-According te Roman custom, then charge laid against t1e person crucified a

iswritten lu throe languages. The Jews wish-
ed ibt an so that it miglit ho more expli-ci ut tic governor wouid flot consent.

- 7v. 27.-Those two rolibers wcre probably- associates of Barabbas, and the fact that thevw iere crucîfied at tlîis tune does not nocessarf.ly imply that it was donc to liesp indignitvupon Christ, as it was rustoîuary to execute anunîber at once.
Vv. 28.- Sec Is. 53: 12. This was a par-

tial fulfilment of the prediction.7v. 29, 30.-Not only thoso icho hsppeuedto bc pa&4ing, but thosè who were prosont atthe crucifixion, sud wlio walked to and frobefore hîm, heaped conteîpt upon liii.Christ had said, ' Destroy thuis temple," &c.,sud lusd licou understood lEterally. Ibetaunt is, If thou hast sucli great power, exert
it noi."

Vv. 31.-Ail parties assisted ini insultingChrit-not only the popunlace but the chieZ'pricats, scribes aud eiders. See Matt. 27: 41.Vv. 32.--Luke ays that one of thue tluievesreviled Christ, ivhile Wattiuew and Mlark rep-rosent thein botht as doing so. This apparentdiscrepsncv mav be expiained by tlie suppo-.sition that Mratthew sud Mlark speak gonorai-ly-even the t/dore8 reviled Him; or by Uicsupposition that atflrit boLli revilcd, but af-terwards one was couvertcd.
7v. 33.-The sixth, hour,-our 12 o'clock,te.niîti,-our 3 o'clock, P. M. This durk-ncss could flot' have been causcd by an c-lipso of the stin, for the full moon prccdedUic passover. It was miraculously produced.Vv. 34 -El, &c. Aramaic or S-vro-Chai-

daic 'words. Sýe Ps. 225.Vv. 35.-These couid flot have been Ro-mmns, for they kucw nothing of Elijali. Thîeymuet [bave hoon Jews. But did they mies-


