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from the fraud. It --s di ffleuit to, see how those decisions came
about, for, at the time when they were given, liabilities generally
could nait 'be proved in bankruptcy as they eau now. Only
debts could then be proved. But there is no0 decision whieh
says that this kînd of liability is a legai debt. 1 use the words
'legal debt' advisedly; of course, there can be no0 other debt
than a legal debt, but the inaccurate expression 'equitable debt'
lias crcpt into the books. B-ut tbis liability is flot; really a debt at
ail; it is only a liability in equity to pay a sum of money, and,
wýhenever a debt is required by law in order to found any pro-
ccedings, this equitable liability will flot bie enough.''

Whiat, then, slîould be the fate of one who cornes with sueh
a dlaim 'before a judge and jury or a judge alone in the King's

lech DivisionI Should he flot mneet with the saine fatý as
one whio should corne before a simniIar tribunal with a dlaim
agains! a trustee under a will? And wouid flot that fate be
pronoiinced in the words "judgmiient for the dlefendanlt.'' lu
a proper proceeding before the Chanco-ry Division the contracts
in Stocks v. Wilson and R. Leslie Limited v. Sh-ici rnight, in
certain circunîstances, have been sct aside, and the defendants
iigh0t iii that procecding have becît ordered to rcfund the nioncy

thcy liad got under the conitracîs, if the faets and circuinstances
justified sucli an order. But to corne before a judge aLd *llry in
ilie King's Bench Division and claimi the value of the goods
s'old is sinmply 10 suc an infant for frand in the proccss of mak-
ing a, cortract. For such an act an infant is not Iial by the
voinrnon ïaw, whieh as Lord Justice Cliitty once said. ''is stili
thle law of ftic ]and."' The future history of Stocks v. Wvil-
son and R. LeslicL iinuited v. Shiell (uhi sup.) will interest esthers
liesides those aectualî-y conccrncd. If oute mnay hazard a prophiey
it is tiiis, that in tine 'Court of Anpeal the case of Lcvcei. v.
BroiiJiani, 25 Tintes U. Rep. 265, will exact of the respoiudcnts
a iiore attentive consideration tai thcy have up to the present
beeii ealied uipon to accord if.- -Laie Tiics.


