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LAw IlEFowx ACT OU 1868-TUIE Naw DowEr ACT.

to deteriorete rather than Io improve, as bas
been found f0 be the case even iu VEngland.-,

If the special business of thc Siperior Courts
is increased by Cbis Act, the special business
of flie Colity Courts o iii be propertionafelv
dlecreased. Wihatever other effect tha'. maY
hav e, it w Il, w e fear, tend te che graduql dote-
rioratien in the learning of the Counitý Judges,
they wviIl lu tact get "resty ;" they are likeix
te, aud lotibtless ieany cviii becorne more and
more careless auJ pay less regard te loge1

principles ;decisions wvhee- any ffhing special
does coîne before Ilem xviii b'c given mrore auJ
mocre et haphazard -,practitioners o iiJb ho at
sea ;" the laws o 111 be adminisfered c -ithou1i
uniformity, auJ the generai legal business oe'
[ho country w iii sufltr. Th1e grow'th ef' the
eP il inay ln sonie cournties, ewving; te [ho
strengtb of character et the judge, lie slow,
but ce fear the secds of cvil have been sown.

It is proposed vie 1heijoe te give to the
Counfy Judges jurisdietion le, thosc inieor
criminel eces whieb maegistrates have bither-
te dispesed ofto te decided by theml on Ilheir
D)ivision Court circuit. WVhatever mnigbt be
the advantages or élisadvantages et sucb 1
provision ii' ould net compensilte for vebaf
the j dges will ios l the way vve have point-
ed eut.

Attrition et eue mind w îtb another et equaI,
or better if et grcafer calibre is eue secret et
judicial success. _%Vbat tbe county judgcs
bave of [bis advantage wiile in i measure be
taken away by [bis A ct. Boeter fer te try if
somec sebeme could net ho dcovised te -roui)
flic judges together se as te bave an appeal
froi- eue judge te soyeral and se increase the
attrition.

As fer as the profession are concerucd, any-
thing [bati. 1 injurious te the statua et the
Judges by a reflex process eperates injuri-
eusiy on the profession.

The probable effeets, as fer as the public
are cencerned, bave already incidentally been
considered.

We do net propose et prescrit te discuss
other Acts efth[is Session wbich. cifeet flic
tenure et office and clismnissai et Ccunty
Judges, they may possibly be disailowed
by the Dominion Government as uneonsti-
tutienal. But cie must iii conclusion protest
againsf the absurdity et saying "the ceunty

*Sue Il allacy of Local Tribunals," ante vol. IV. p, 276.

judges are a bcd lot, but vie will remedy [bat
by niaking Llcm eorsc, tbougbi in the process
,vve may do mucbi harn te tbe, country. The
Superier Court judges have pileilty te do0, but
vie will reuiedy that b)y giviug dicin inore,
thoug)bc helect 'ïîey bc tu injure i publie,
and in the end bring tbings te r soirewbat
similer buin ndniîely o-orse positLion ihan they
are at present."

ýVIisf feelin- bolund te meke these, observ-
ations on some et the provisions et 'chs ect,
w e are, on the other Pend, giadl Io tink that
sSur, of' ùile provisions wiii Pc beneficial Ie tPe
public. The decrease in the nom 0cr et Crii--
nel C'ourts (viealinde particularly le cities,)
xvill be a grec t boon te that mest long suifer-
ing class ot men ebho bave, as jurers. te sacri-
fice tbcmnselvcs for the supposed geed et their
neighbours, and the expenses of criminel jus-
fiee will be largely dJecreased. By sec. 1,Q et
the Af esuiters wvill have the priviiege (wlicther
this is an advantege or uci, is tee leng, a oh-
ieet for discussion et presen f,)e having eheir
cases decided by a Judge vio cao decidie botb
the lavr eud the tacts together, aed thîs o 11h-
out tbe public being deprived ot the sateguard.
et v trial by jury, viben such i .safcguard 15
'-equired.

T11E NEW DOWEll ACT.

We publisli bn enother place the "~Dovier
Acf et Onfario." If eny subjeef required the
manipulatien et an cxperienced and careful
levi framer, this did. Whether if bas ceci
receivcd tbe ueeessery treafment w e are net
et prescrit lu e position te say; e cursory
glence weuld seern te show soine greet im-
prevements.

P/c presume that sections 19 and 43, xvhicb
a' first glence migbt semr te confliet wifb
eacb other, meen that the Cemmon Lawi Pro-
cedure Acf and Rules et Court are te regulate
the prectice as fer es possible, but vihen tbese
makle ne edlequete provision, prectitioners
must feul back on the old prectice in dovier
suifs befere 1tht August, 1850.

Mr. Blake introduced an ct te amend this
Acf, wbichbPc aileges wiii desfrey vesfed
rîgbts. If is centeinedilua tewlines:

1. The provisienfin the third section et the
said Acf eentained shall uot affect tPe -igbIt of
any widow who sbah bhave been) ,arjied beore
flic flrst day ef Febroary, A. D. J 869, te recover
Doyer ouf of eny estete te wideliber husband


