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ordinary fur or hair, covered with defensive spines. It as blamed
for being injursous to dors, which are sud to get its quilis into thein
feet ; and for approacbing farm buildings in order to, suck the.
eggs of bens ; and 1 arn sorry to say in various places ini the.
country 1 bave (oued these inoffensive creaturas wantouly slaugh-
tered. On exarning the stornach of one which had been shot in
the. Gatineau district, 1 (oued it to be literally packed with spruce
leaves.

The first day's joureey took us ta the bead of Snioke Lake.
where we put up for the night ini au empty hut. Next morning a
merganser with ber brood of ducklings vas seen in the distance,
near the margin ol the lake on the opposite side. The. mnegasers
differ coespicuious1y from other ducks in having the bill cyliodrical
and serrated, înstead. of being flatteeed and laminate. The sexe
are unlike. In this species, the Red-breasted Mergacser (Mer-
gwmor sermior), the male has the. head and eeck dark groom, «md
there is a white ring around the neck ; the. back is black, turning
grayish lover dove, the breast is tinted salmon colomar on a white
ground, the feet are red, and the bill and iris carunine; whilst the
female has the head of a chestnut colour, the back grayish, the
breast wbite, and tbe feet and bill duller coloured than ini the maie.'
Both sexes in this species have crests ; whereas in the. Sheidrake
or Goosander (MerWnser amerswsus) only the femnale is properly
crested. The merganser coestructs a downy nest conceaisd upon
the ground, in wbich are dcposîted ber bug, or yellovish drab,
colour2d Mgs, which may var- ini number froni six to tvelve.

ln the. sanie direction wbere the merganser was mae, a heron
kept hoverieg about, and judging (romn its actions it is possble
that it haît a nest in the vicieity, for tis bird although usually
gregarious je its breeding habits, having extensive beronries,
sometimes builds singly.

The Great Blue Heron (Anlea hervdiu) is our typical repre-
sentative of the. Ar*ioe and is often erroneously cadled the.
cran. This bird bas its ow e specis.I vay of attracting notice;
noisdessly and suddenly it la seen on the. wvng, flying somnewbat
clumsily, vitb its eeck folded ini, and its long legs sttack out b.-

l Tiheeos ame the truc allies of the. bitteras stor*s and iuges, Raai-
son«s; the cram of the rails, gainules an coots, ALUCTOBImm
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