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in f*Id licu pence, flicliappilîss, file lives anîd fIbtuîies 0( our
citieus, the very cliaracter aîîd hoîtor of Jurisprudence, are lost flbr

The suprenie legislative authority was, originally, vested ini tite
assemblies of flie Chamup de ïMars, (2), aîid, by thiein, it iva s exercisi
tintil tlie year 921, wlîen flie last of tlic capitulars wvas enactcd, Iuider
Charlies tlie simiple. (3)

During the disordersw~hich folloiwed, flic Sovereigyn and flic grcat
VTssals %vere influenccd by motitives, w'lîichi, though extremely difilércnt
1produced tlie saie ellýct iii the conduct oif both, and equally prcvented
ail acts of general Legislation. 'The Weatkness: of tlic crown coin-
pelled tlic King careffully to abstaiiî froîn every attcmpt to render a
lav gencrai tlroughiout the Kingdloni ; suchi a step would llave alarmod
tlie Seignieurs-have hiet considered as an encronchutont upon flic
independence of their Jurisdictions, and have led to coiîsequeîîces
wvhich might have proved fatal to file littie romains of poNver whiciî
lie yct retained. On the other band, flic Seigîuqurs as careftilly avoid-
ed tlie enacting of geîîeral Lawvs, becaise tlic execîttion oif ttern nmust
have vested ini the King, and nîîîst have enlarged, that paramountpow-
er which wvas tlic ob ject oalal tîteir fears. The aenerai assemciblies:, or
States General of tlie nationi, fiais lost or volutiarily rclin<juished thîcir
legisttîfve authority, wlîicit, abanduiied 1) thein, wvas assuîned by the
Croivn. (4)

Thte first of the royal ordinances, wlîicli caîî be takecn for an act of
Leýgiýslation, extendiîîg to tlic ii-lile Kiîigdoîii, wvas ptiblishcd in tlic
vear 1190, by Philip Auguistuis, andi is entiîtled "1Edit touichant la molu-
vance des Fiefs, entre divers Héritiers."l (5) Previous to tItis period.
they contained regulations, wvhose authîority tlid not extend beyond file
iiis of the royal domain, so tli no addition wvlatever ivas miade to
the statute law of France, during the long period of 279 years, whic.hi
eiapsed betwveen the date of the last capitular, in ftie year 921, and the
publication of thlis edict.(6)

The first aets of general legisiation %'ere pubhislied by the Kings of
France wvith great reserve and precatitioli. They asseînhled a Coun-
cil, composed of' the great olicers oftfli Crown, andi of certain oftlhe
Bislmnps anti Seigneurs, wliich is generaIly supposed to have been no
other than the Kin.g's Council of that day, tlic Court of the Palace,
which was aftervards made sedentary anti called the Parliament of
Paris. (7) With thein they deliberated-witlî their advice and con-
,zent they iegslated, and by ttent diîe ordinances were signed, as well
as by the Sovereign hiniseif. (8) But, in a later period, andby suic-
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