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Uroad basis of justice and merey, by the very man whom the task nat
only of alleviating the present ills of the provinee, but of collecting
materials on which to frame a new system of government, had been
confilddy.conld not be properly said to be an infringement of that
which ivas virtually dead from the moment martial Jaw had been
proclaimed. The violation of the constitution, by Lord Durham,
was, with his enemies, both public and private, a mero pretence.
They well knew that circumstances had fully warranted the inea-
surc of expediency he had adopted, and that in_fact there had been
no such violation of the constitution as they affectedito believe had
taken place, But what though they did not so understand it? It
afforded them an irresistible opportunity to indulge in vitupera-
tive censure, and, in the eyes of the world, then directing its atten~
tion to the distutbed state of Canada with "an intetest proportioned
to the magnitude of the cbjects at stake, to stamp the political con-
duct of the man they at once envied and hated, with the seal of a
disapprobation as injudicious as it was undeserved. The jealousy
of Lord Brougham was especially remarkable in the course of the
debates which took place on the subject in the House of Lords,

Meanwhile, after the passing of what he conceived to be, and
what certainly was his equitable act of amnesty, and little anfici-
pating the storm which had commenced in England in the shape of pri-
vate and purcly personal attacks on his character, and which was so
soon to rage into a tornado uxon his public life, Lord Dutham pro-
ceeded with the great objects he had in view. The outrage com-
mitted by the celebrated Bill Johnson on the Sir Robert Peel
steamer, afforded His Lordship an opportunity for carrying into ex~
ecution his second leading design—namely, the attainment of a full
and satisfactory understanding with the American Government.
His brother-in-law, Colonel Grey, was despatched on an especial
mission to Washington, and in reply to the warm remonstrances of
which he was the bearer, received every assurance from Mr, Van
Buten not only that the strictest neutrality should be preserved, but
that competent and expesiencd officers should be despatched to the
frontier with a view to its enforcement. R

These_two essential objects gaincd—namely the disposal of the
State prisonets,and a satisfactory pledge of cxertion and activity
from the Government of the United States, Lord Durham next turn-
ed his attention to the abuses and deficiencies of the existing laws of
the country. A number of most uscful bills werc in the course of crea~
tion, among the principal of which were the Education Bifly the Re-

istry Bill, a Bankrupt Bill, and, what was of paramountimportance
tn the Lower Province, a Fendal Tenure Bill. The preparation of
the latter required some tact and judgment, for it was necessary so
to mould the act as to reconcile prejudice and strong addiction to an-
cient usages on the one hand, and a desite of undue inncvation on
the other, This Bill had been submitted to the Seminary at Mont-
real, and had been by them favorably received. At the pesiod of Lord
Dutham’s subsequent most unexpected departure, when his public
acts had been declared nugatory and invalid by the timid Minist
whos~ duty it was boldly and generously to have supported him, 1t
was rapidly advancing to completion. The Registry Bill, more-
over, was actually in type, and drafts of the same were cven then
on their way to England. .

In addition to these projected benefits, his Lordship had carried
inta effect one which was of the highest value to the conntry.  The
necessity of the introduction for a system of police, modelled after
that of Sir Robert Peel, in a country where every facility was, in
the abscnee of all immediate controlling power, afforded to the com-
mission of crime, had impressed itself at an early period upon hissa-

acious mind.  The brothels and other infamous places of resort in
the city of Quebec were the theatres of unblushing guilt, to which
people of all classes, and cspecially the numerous seamen frequent-
ing the port, were in the habit of repairing. Great injury was,
c3eover, shstained in a commercial point of view in consequence
f the latter deserting their ships and engagements.  Appeals to the
agistracy were vain, for cither the magistmcy would not redress
he wrong, o, if they felt the inclination, knowing not the secret
haunts o? the offenders, they could not succcssﬁ{fly interfere. A
igilant police could alone destroy the evil at its source. and purge
the city of the gross stain upon its character.  This was forthwith
instituted 3 and within tiwo months from its formation, the moral con-
dition of all classes of the people had undergone a striking change
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It was not likely that the French Canadians would regard, with
out mistrust, the after policy of a Governor-who, although profes
scdly 2 messenger of peace, and a reconciler of national diffe
exces, should have commenced his career by adopting a course of
soverity tewards their favorite leaders, which preceding adminis-
trators of the Government had lacked energy 1o pursue, during
period of 01}>en anarchy and actual warfare,

Lord Durham saw this, but he, at the same time, perceived the
necessity, not only for appeasing the wounded spirit of the British
portion of the Canadian family, by the infliction of punishment o
some kind on the authors of the violence which had occurred, but
for placing the offending parties in a position which should disable]

em from future attempts to disturb the colony. Hence the Act
of Amnesty which, however, party may rail at, or personal enmity
malign it, posterity will admit to have been one of the most effici
ent measures for restoring peace to the distracted Canadas that
could, at that partienlar moment, have been devised.

Had the rebel chiefs who were exempted from a participation in
this amnesty, been misled in vegard to the alternative that was sub-
mitted to them, there might have appeared reason for complaint that
the British Government had compromised its dignity and acted un-|
worthily, but what was done 1vas without disguise, They pleaded
guilty 1o the charge of treason—vehemently even as they subse
ﬂlenﬂy denied this—and threw themselves wholly on the mercy of]

¢ High Commissiorier. Nor was that mercy withheld from them.
Although exiled from a country where their presence would have
presented an insurmountable obstucle to the restoration of order, they,
were simply removed to a sister province,” the near proximity of
which to their own afforded every facility for communication with
their friends, whom 2 few ycars of good conduct on their own
parts would have enabled them to join, under circumstances of ad.
vantage ccsual to any thcy had previously enjoyed. No objection
was offered, no remonstrance made by themselves at the time, and
the only complaint of the British population was, that Lord Durham
hed manifested too much Ienity and fotbearance.  Little was it the.
imagined that this act of amnesty, which was undeniably the mea-
sure most likely to soothe the rankling spirit of party in the Cana-,
dian provinces, was to bc made matter of serious accusation against
his Lovdship at home. And wherefore?  Because, asit was assert-
cd, the proceeding he 1 ad adopted was not in accordance with the
strict letter of the conslitution, And where was that constitution ?,
Inabeyance. It existed not in practice. Circumstances had oc
curred which had deprived (and justly deprived) the people of it.
Lord Datham had accepted his office with the express object in
view of creating a new constitulion, suitable to the emergencics o
the country, therefore the passing of an act founded at once upon the,

elf m? leaitimate nround of complaint oxiited, it could only have bheen with the
Betmuda, fut hasinz been in somo degree placed on an cquivocal fooling. But
peopleof Cazaa i 1vos, and the expatriated in patticular, bad none whatever,




