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THE PAUPER'S DEATH-BED.

Yread softly—bow the head—
In reverent silence bow—
No passing bell doth toll,—
Yet an immortal soul
1s passing now.

Stranger! howover gréat, .

.. With lowly revereiice bow$

There’s onc in that poor shed,

One by that paltry bed—
Greater than thou,

Bencath that beggar’s roof,

Lo? death doth keep his state;
Enter—no crowds attend—
Euter—no guards defend

This palace gate.

That pavement damp and cold,

_ No smiling coiirtiers tread

One silent Wonian stands

Lifting, with meagre hands,
A dying head,

No mingling voices sound—

. An infant wail alone

A sob suppress’d—again

That short, deep grasp, and then
The parting groan.

i)h, change '—oh, wondraus change —
. Burst dre the prison bars—
This momenl there, so low,
So agonised, and now
Beyond the stars!

-Oh, change t—stupendous chamge!

, There lies the sotlless clod.

The sun eternal breaks—

The newv immortal wakes—
Wakes with liis God.

Hockine any Buy.

ON SERMONS.

IFOR THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.)

Preaching, in its general sense of pro-
claimi.g or orally advocating any cause is
hedrly coeval with human society and hu-
aan language. Before the invention of the
press, it was almost the only means of in-

flnencing the public mind.  Its use in the
dissemination of divine truth is truced back

historically to the autideluvian ages. Moses . .
have said, the word used significs to pub-

und his successors were preachers, publish-
ing thé law, anu declaring the will of God

Tin the heaving of all the people.  So, like-

wise, the sucegssion of prophets and public
teachers, down to the days when John the
Baptist “came preaching in the wilderness
of Juden.” Our Lord was a preacher. In
the outset of his ministry, he went into the
synagdgue at Naqarclh, and read the pro-
pheey of Isniah: ¢ The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he hath anointed me to
preach the grospel to the poor;” and begun
by saying #This day is this scripture ful-
filled in your ears®  Of the sermon he then
preached, we learn that the congregation
“wondered at the gracious words that pro-
ceeded out of his mouth.”” At his depar-
ture from carth, he left it as a standing or-

dinance to his followers, that “ repentance’
and remission of sins should be preached i’
{ s name among all nalions.”

Preaching, as thus practised and en-
juined, however, had nothing more in com-
mon with modern sermonizing, than that
both imply an oral address on a religivus
subject. "The Greck word, rendered to
preach, signifies to heraid, or proclaim as a
public crier.  Our own word preach seems
to be derived from praco, a crier. And
the maoner jn which the first disciples
preached the gospel, issufliciently shewnin
their addresses which dre left on record.

| They simply prociaimed to Jews and Gen-

tiles the glad tidings of salvation—announc-

{ing the Savieur~-publishing the offer—and

urging its aceeptance.  Tleir preaching
was not a part of stated worship, nor con-
fincd to stated meetings of a chirch; but
wheréver dnd whenever they found an op-
portunitv and an audience, there these bold
and zealobs heralds protlaimed Jesus the

. Christ.

In the stated exercises and devotions of
Christian assemblies in the first ages; there
was_cvidently great simplicily and, as we
would say, informality. It was not the ex-
clusive duty or privilege of one Yoan or one
class to teach and .exhort; ,yel there were
atcasions when the mutual exhortations of
the brethren, and theé general addresses of
those who had the gift of teaching gave
way to a prolonged discourse. As when

Paul preached to the disciples at Troas.

Though our translators use the word

preach, in this case also, it is not {he samé
in the original scriptures, as, that used in
{he cases mentivned above., There, 18 wo

lishas by a herald; Zere, the word used
signities to discuss a subjett, to make o dis
course, or to lecture as a_ teacher of philo-
sophy might to his students. The former
was the mode of making known the gespel
to those who +ere without; the latter was
the mode of teaching and enforcing the
yruth to disciples. .
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In process of time, as the clders acquired
increasing influence in the affiirs of the
church, they gradunlly monopolized the
right of preaching in both senses. The
altered circumstances, also, in which the
churches were soon placed, when heathen-
isnd was generally abandoned, and a certain

Jamount of knowledge of, the gospel wns

generally diffused, gradually obliterated ths
distinction we have noticed between two
modes of discourse—the one proclaiming
the gespel to strangers, and the olber in.
culeating duties and doctrines to disciples.
The usual assemblies consisted of believers
and unbelicvers indiscriminately; rbd dis-
courses addressed to such assemblies be-
came naturally of a mixed charucter; so
that to preach in the modern acceptation of
it, is generally to pronounce a public dis-
course on i religious subject. From the
practice of using a passage of scripturc ag
an authoritative statement of the truth td
be discussed, the term preaching has still
further been defined as pronouncing a pub-
lic discourse, formed from a text of scrip-
ture, which discourse is styled & sermon:
It is evident, however, that to preach inthe
modern sense, does not. necessarily imply
to preach in the evangelical sense. ~ A mén
may deliver a thousand discgurses on reli-
gious subjects, formed from texts of scrip-
ture, without onoe preaching the gospel,
according to the ordinance of the Lord.

At ahat time the practice of scmoii’m'ng .
as it. i3 now follewed, was first introduced;
we have no definite information: Doubt-
less there was a gradual chdnge from the
simple and informal addresses in which the
first Christians endeavoured to edify one
another. Specimens, ave éxtant of dis-
courses delivered within the firmt four cen-
turies, which, in general form.and design
closely resemble modern sermons. Nean-
der, in his History of the Church in the
first three conturics, suys, “After the reading




