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are several others, among thenm <Feast
of Lights," in rnemory of the bravery
of the Maccabees.

The enigin of some curions customTs
was explained, though the Reforined
Jews have abandoned many, regarding
themn as unessential forn-s which have
outgrown their usefulness.

Their reverence for the fifth com-
mandment is shown by the fact that
every year they commernerate the
death of their parents by burning a
candie frein sunset te, sunset.

SKEZTCHES FROM THE LIFE 0F
ELIZABETH FRY.

Paper rend by Ethel Zavitz nt the Young Friends'
ASSOCiation nt C:oldstrennm, 2nd MfO. 23, 1898.

Elizabeth Fry was born in Norwich
on the 2tst cf Sth month, 1780. She
vas the third danghter of John and
Catharine Gurney, cf Earlham. John
Gurney, who was a very rich banker,
was by birthright a niember cf the So-
ciety of Friends, and entertained a
preference fer their religions principles,
but did flot observe the habits cf a
Friend in dress, address, and style cf
living. His children niingled much
,with fashionable society ; their familiar
associations being the gay, the gifted,
and the learned ; but they generally
attended Friends' meetings fer worship.
Their earlier years 'vere distinguished
by much which they afterwards felt te
have partaken cf the vanity of yeuth,
but which was yet singularly i-ingled
with net a little of an opposite charac-
ter The evening dance with its whirl
of rnirth and rnerriment, the excitemnent
of the youthful day-dieam, gave place
in their t'îrns te days cf industry and
stuGy, te concern for the poor, and at
times te religious seriousness.

Elizabeth Gurney appears ta have
been in her yotyth less studious than
her sisters, but decided and original in
ber views, fond of music, gay, graceful
and attractive. lIn her eighteenth year,
through the heart-searching mînistry of
William Savery, cf Philadeiphia, then
on a religious mission in England, she

was awakened te, a conscicusness that
she was treading in the path cf folly,
and was deeply impressed with the
momnentons truths cf Christianity.
During the meeting she wept and was
much agitated ; at its cloýie shie vent
with him te, dine at the residence cf
her uncle, îvho vas a valued minister.
In he.- diary she descnibed her feelings
on this occasion thus : "To-day I have
feit that there is a God ; 1 have been
devotional, and my mind has been led
away from the follies that it is mostly
wrapped up in. We had much senicus
conversation ; in short, what he said
and what 1 feit, vas like a refrrshing
shower falling upon earth that had been
dried Up for ages. It has net made
nie unhappy. 1 have feit ever since
humble, I have longed for virtue.»

Strange as it may seem, after this
awakening she vent te London, with
her father's consent, te mingyle with the
gay society there. She attended the-
atres, operas, and baîls, and teok a
lesson in dancing ; but the zest for
fashionable amusements was gene, and
in the secret depths cf her seul there
vas an earnest longing to lead a hap-
pier and holier life.

Many years afterwards, referrîng te,
this peniod cf her life, she wrete, 111
wholly gave up on my own ground,
attending al places cf amusements. I
saw they tended te promete evil ;
therefore, even if 1 could attend themn
without being hurt myself, 1 feit that
in entening theni I lent iny aid te pro-
mote that which I was sure, frem what
1 saw, hurt others, and brought them
inte much sin (led many from, the
paths of rectitude and chastity). I felt
the vanity cf what are called the
pleasures of this if e, of which the ten-
dency is net te, satisfy, but eventually
te enervate and injure the heart and
mmnd; those are only real pleas-
uires which are cf an innocent nature
and are used as recreations, subjected
te the cross of Christ.

On ber return te Eanlham, being
again breught inte contact with the
gayeties cf fashionable life, found that


