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YOUNG MENM ANDCIU IIM BESI.

It is to be feared, (Says onie,) that the duty of'joining thie fiellowsbip or
thxe clîurchi is dchxycd and ncgulccted to a greater extent on thc P)art of our
young mn, thaxi aiong the youngY Of' flh otixer sex. If' thiis be a faîet)it
is imiportant to inquire inito the causes of it. Wlhat ostensýible excuse can
be plcaded in thec case ?

Youth is pleadcd. Il WTe tire young, aîîd require grenter kn oivcd.c,
atid more experience ore wc txkc this steop." Thxis is specious, and lias tUic
aspect of huxnîility and diffideixce. Soxae young persoas ire diffident, in
evcrything, and icquire encouragrement, ; whilc oflîers are florward in cvery-
thing, but the tlxing of whiich %ve xîow spTi.'1le -arts of life, 4lie kxoiv-
ledge and conversation of' maxn, tlic relations of 11fo, the offices or mica, arc
scverally objeets of' pursuit, whilc dluty to the chiurchi is ne,-,cctcd. Thie
excuse is uasound iii princîple. Arc youthi ecused froin othierobia
tions, such as rcading the word of God, prayer, aîid obodicace to the coin-
inandments of' Chirist ? Is grace not, proinised to the young ? Is t'ae easy
yokc of Clhrist too lîeavy for flhc yonng ? W'ill dcatli spare thc y0ung ?
WTill heaiven shutt out thc young ? Will helu not open to re(eive thie young?-'.

arn not speaking of' very youang eildren, but of those whio approaeh), or
have rcachcd, înialihood iu othe4)r tiugps. Arc they to Putt awaîy elxildishi
tliings in evcry coaeerxî but religion, alid pushing fo rward to the eiiloy-
nment relations, and lionours of tbis world, sliall they nc'glcet tixeir duty to.
Christ, to thieir own souls, and to the chiurei, as if ixesitatin)i in this natter
werc a virtue, and accSisioxi to the cixuieli an cvii to be delixyed to the
latest possible liour, or negleced aloeie? This excuse lias no sound
foundaUtoii, and cannot apply to youngnion niore thian to yoting woicn.

The dlainis of business aïû souxctixaces opposcd to Uiecelais of' Clirist.'
Weare îiueh occupied ; ive ia'vc not lcisure for tie serious tlîoultful-

ncs,,s rcquired iii takzing a step so solexuni, but nxust, attend to it at thie fir-st
favorable opportuniity." Tils is spcious aiso, but hioilovw. Tixe ivorld
lias its dlaiims, but thcy -are sccondary, and comec afterthUic aims oi*God and
of Christ. Upon the priaciple o? this objection, iuîdividuals il "lit excuse
tîxexuscives fromi rcadiaigthe Býible, or pcrforiagaxniy otîxer i iigiou~ dtities,;.
and business is plcadcd as an excuse for not saxîetifying the Sabbath, and
boing absent frorn religious ordinanccs. Only refleet on tlîc Icnaýt]s to
which this objection -%ill lcad. Lot young mîxen Hs,"1-as God requircd.
this at our lîand ? and can tliat business bc lawful, or lztwftilly pui-'ýucd,
which inteiferes with our obligations to, Min ?" Il No nian can ser've tivo
ilasters; ye caxînot serve God and iiatuxînon)." Thli dutiv's of religioxi in
their tiie and place int2rfere Nvith no jnst cla*nis of bisine,,s. So far frorn
tlxis, religion enjoixns diligenîce, and rebukes slothfulniess. Religioa will
give a place, and a proportion to aIl tîxe duties of life, and a spirit fbr the
perfornianc of' thexîx, and a pleasure l inch cnJoyxîîent Of fixe gifts of
God, which cannot bc exp)cricnecd Nvhcere tho mind, in the guilt and senso of.
a constant omission ofdcuty to God, is occupied in tlîe exclusive pursuit of~


