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THE TELL EL ANlfRNA TABLETS.

SBOUT three hundred miles froîn the miouth of the Nile, and
niiidway between Menphis and Thebes, on the east bank

of the river, is a large plain twelve miles longr #-,d 'ýve miles
broad. Ruins coverilig an area of ton ýsquare miles -.ccupy the
south-west part of the plain, In 1891 Peti-ie coinenced explor-
ations wvhich have resulted iii the exposure of a considerable
portion of hseruins, and have furnished an important con-
tribution to Egryptolog,,y. flere are the remains of a large City
buit in the ifteenth centurýy before the cliriý;tian era. Near the
river stood the royal palace, with its painteci pavements. Hard
bi' lived wealthy eitizenis, for thie remnains of fresqcoes and Nwall
paintings are found in the houses. Iii the central part of the
City are the ruins of the Sun Temple; and the southern part
gives evidence of having been the quarters of the worknien.
Crossing the plain in varjous directions a--re the remains of broad
roadways which er kept scrupulously dlean. Concerning bthis
City twvo things are remarkable if not unique. Lt was built in
about eighit years, an exceeùirgiy short time for the erection of an
Egyptian City; and ail around the foreign element is visible.
Egyptolog ists assert that Amenophis Ill., a great king of thie


