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Lesson Word-Pictures,
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We see the mob pressing e arly up to the
strong walls, There are the staivs on which Paul is
standing as he anxiously beckons to the mob and be-
geeches an andience. Between him and his haffed
irawn o grim line of Reman
somebody is saying. ** He speaks to us in
Away out to the edge of that as-

lw sides like a wave dying

When he speaks, his listeners

soldi

onr own

semblase

asit rolls up the shore.
bend forward, str
They listen more sym} \hetically
Lie is going hack over his previous life. e
a persecutor on hig way to Damns-
uditors that strange
in the

jsadew.
js a higot, a zealot
cus. He now paints before hi
highway scene. A band of pilgrims, they see
hot, dusty voad, and then comes that sharp glare of
light saddenly bursting upon the travelers,  They
we the prostiate persecator and his tervified com-
snions. Kho7 bear the conveveation with that strange
One—with whom ? The hated Jesus of Nazareth !
There is an ominous mutter down in the mob. But
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o7
The once proud
eyes

Paul goes on and paints his picture.
persecutor is NOW abjectly. stumbling  on, bis
blinded, his hands stre (ehed out for anothes's guiding
He i in Damascus at last, standing betore one who
gives him sight, and he is baptized. At Jerusalem
nest, in the stiliness of the hour of prayer, he hears a
sending him away from the holy vity.

mysterious voice
el ¥ He that

He, the persecutor, g0 forth with the Gosy
consented to the blood of Stephien—but whit is the mat
ter ¥ Why does one mun clineh his fist, another shake
his bend, & third mutter, and many threaten with angry
looks and gestures, And when he repeats those words,
+ Depart, for T will send thee far hence unto the G

God's people,

tiles,” what stiv there is then ! They,
uaworthy, and God's message Lo be taken to the un-
clean Gentiles! The insolent rvenegade! They will

not listen. Like n breaker zathering v iolence as it rolls
in from the sea, like the thunder crashing louder and
louder as it sweeps through the clouds, rises and swells
and roars the wrath of the people. way with such
a fellow from the th 1 they are madly shouting,
The whirlwind is again let loose in Jerusulem,

LESSON VIII. PAVL B

1-11. [Commit to memory verses 1.]
"—“ 1 And Paul, earnestly beholding

the couneil, said, Men and brethren,
I have lived in all good conscience
before God until this day.

2 And the high-priest An‘a-n
commanded them that stood by hi
to smite him on mouth,

3Tk 1 Panl unto him, €
thou whited v

mit

thee,

shall »
for =i

1 commande

jn aft
ne to be smitten contrary to

b Mo

the law

the law

4 And they

t Y

«aid Panl, T wist not, brethren. th

the high-priest : for it is written, Thon shait not
evil of the ruler of thy people

6 But when Panl perceive d that the one part were

Sadnin-cees and the ot he cried out in

the council, Men and brethren,

that stood by suid, Revilest thou God's

avement of the temple conrt list-
ing from the stair
entiles,” Then thei
They screamed ont en
\in attempt to reach at the
cer in command had not und
word of his prisoner’s speceh, for it was in the Hebrew
tongue, but he concluded that onc whom they all so de-
termined to slay must have been guilty of some
i 1Te ordered him to be taken into the
d until he should confess hi< evime
were stripping off' Lis_clothe
them that he v
tors with alarm, for
, or even to biud, a fre

The throng on the
ened quietly to Paul sp
used the hated we {
burst forth anew.
up dust in the
The Roman o

and seon
» sold

quietly informed
Thiz news filled his
trary to law to strik

= con-

citizen

Verse §. Barnestly beholding, Tt was the first time

Sanhedrin, compo d
the hereditary chief
lenders
ing body
son to de:
Panl we ot
for an inquiry,

f the el or f

1t was the sup

<. hut conld not o
Le Roman

r the seri
the Jew
jont consent of' t
it hefore it not

and perhaps * the chief captain ™" Lysia

FOVErnOT

w o a formal trial, but

EFORE THE COUNCIL. [Feh, 22
son of u Phari-see : of the hope and resurrection of the
dead I am ealled in question.

7 And when he had so said, there

between the Phat’i-sees and the Sad’duscees

multitude was divided.

8 [lor the Sad’du-rees say that there is no resurre
tion. neither angel, nor spiric @ but the Phur’i-sees con-
fess both.

9 And there arose o

arose u dissension
1 and the

aveat cry : and the scribes that
of the Ph’i-sees’ part arose, and strove
We find no evil in this man : but if pirit o
hath spoken to him, let us not fight againgt God.
there arose a great dissension, the chief
»aul shonld have been pulled in
wled the soldiers to go down,
1to bring

vieces of them,
and to take him by force from among them, anc
hira into the ¢ e.

11 And the night following the Lord stood by him,
and said, Be of good cheer, Panl ¢ for as thou hast tes-
tified of me in Je-ru’sa-lem, so must thou bear witness
also at Rome,

General Statement.

a eell for safe-keeping
3 commanding sum-
sws to meet and in-

without trial, Te was placed in
until the morning, Then the colong
moned the supreme couneil of the «
form him what the charges wer weainst this man, at
once a hated Jew and a free-horn citizen of the empire,
What a meeting that must have been when Paul found
himself standing where twenty vears before he had be-
1d Stephien with the shining fee, in presence of the
Sanhedrit lesson relates the events
of the da iifieds opening, the insultinz in-
terruption of the high-pr 'the taet of the apostie,
which perhaps saved Jife until the Roman soldiery
conld again come 10 T d his precions com-
munion with his Master in his lonely prison, \\‘hi‘h
doubly repaid him for the trinls of the day.

Explanntory and Practical Notes.

said,
1 himself a member of the

As Panl was not

the meeting.
D

presided over

that Panl had met with the comneli sinee that eventful | on trinl. ¢ ¥ havi
v when he had listened to Stephen’s address and | body, he did not wait for accusation, hut at once hegan
1in his slanghter, Standing in their presen L he | his addy Men and brethren, This was the cus-
looked carnestly inon the semicivele of face:, of which | fomury form of opening an address amon: 1
not a fow w imitine,  The couneil. The Jewish | | have lived Literally. * T have been o citi
o the liends of thep 1y order. referring to social life in gene il
i 5t}

ression

fally
commonwe
conseien
s | among them a persecy

them that the
| conscience,

pointing to his i in
1th, having God

1Te remembers the time when
nd he would impress upon
he was striving to follow his

I
od. (1) We should obey con-

tizenship

n and
Betore Go




