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cumbersome as %vell as being dishanest and absurd. It daes nat
fully represent aur spoken language and is getting farther and fai-ther
aivay from it ail the timie and therefore ta keep up such a farce is not
becoming ta a sensible peaple.

Apart from its relation ta the foreigner aur intricate and dis-
ardered spelling alsa places a direct burden upan every native user-
of English. It %vastes a large part of the lime and effort given ta
the instruction af aur cbildren, keeping them for example froim anc
ta two years behiind the schoal-chitdren ai Germanv and candcmning
many ai [hemn ta alleged illiteracy ail their days. Moi-caver the priai.
in-, typeivriting and hiandwvriting' af useless letters wh'lich aurspelling
perscribes and upan whichi ils dificulty chiefly rcsts, %vastes every
Vear millions of dallais an-d tii-e an-d effort 'vorth millions mare. If
ilien, as is cei tain, the reasonable and gradual simiplification ci aur
cpelling wvill aid the spread ai English, ivith the attendant adv'ance-
ment ai commerce and af intellectual freedam ; will ecanamize the
the time of aur schaol-childrei -ana make their wvork more efficient;
an-d wvill aid izreatly in the cheapcning af printing, is it flot a rnatter
ivbhicli appeals ta comman sense, ta patriatisnl, and ta philanthrophy?

The slight chan-es iii the words propased represent nathing but
that uncansciaus mnovemient -which lias made students as wvell as

mechanics wrùite plawv for plaugh, that which makes niast people
%vrite hanor wvithout the some%,vh;t absurd &'t. " just as ail %wha speak
Evglishi now %v'rite bat. set, dim. sum, fishi, while in forme. 1rraes tbey
%vraie batte, sette, dimme, summe and fysch, that same unconsciaus
ruovement whichi makes us wvrite "public, almianac, fantasy and
wvagon " instead ai ilie ancient publick, almanack, phantasy and

ago.In tie sanie direction as this uîîcanscious movement, have
President Raseveit and his assaciates very c;arefully proceeded and
have concluded that ihere :tre general analogies upan iwhich rules ai
a certain kind miav be founded and it is within the range ai passi-
bili .ty ta e-stend these miles by the eliniiination ai the exception. No
sweeping chnge is necessary nnd there îvi;l be nio ground for- the
charge ai radicalismi The President 'in advocatin- ibis movenient
hias nor the slightest intention ai daing- anythino, revolutionary
towvards the ;Moilier lang uage, but as an cathiusiasticladmirer ai the
Anglo-Saxon tangrue he secs nîo reasaîî why it should not'become as
widely dcminant as the race. 1le bclicvcs that thc straiglitening ai
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