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perforated bottom covered with straw, through wvhich the liquid

filtered. The carbonate wvas dissolved and the clear liquor wvas
then evaporated to dryness in iron pans. As it approached dry-
ness it wvas stirred with iron rods, which broke it up into round
lumpy masses of a pearly w~hite color. This %vas the pearl-ash of
commerce. It was used in pharnîiacy and for various purposes
where the potasli %vas too impure.

The saleratus required a more ca-,reful and ttudious preparation.
The manufacture of it -%as; carried on in a separate building from.
the 'Iaslîery. " One apartment of tbis building wvas made air-tight,
and wvas fittedt up %vith shelves. The pearlash ivas crushied with
iron beeties until very fine, and then put into litIle boxes, wvhiclh
were placed on the shelves. Carbonic acid was lîeated in the oven

ofa fursiace, usually outside of the main building, and the only
exil. for the carbonic acid gdis from the oven waàs through pipes
which led int the air-tiffht chamber. This gas acted upon the
pearlash. Alter about a xveck's exposure to the action of the gas,
the substance in the boxes was again exposed to the effects of the
gas. This operation wvas repeuted several tiames, and then the
material, now teri-ed saleratus, wvas packed in snîall a*irtg-ht
boxes for local use, or for shipmnent. lis principal use ivas for
rnaking bread., wvhere il took the place or baking soda, which was
not then known.

he 1'ashery " of early days iwas a profitable and interesting
establishment, boilh b the settier ini the country and to the village
inhabitant. To the former it afforded a market for an otherwvise
useless product, and to many villagers il grave employmient ; to al
it wvas a place of special inîerest, being in those primitive times the
only manufacturing, establishment outside of the city. Thus we
see that an industry, wvhich is non, alniost forgotten, wvas at one
lime a nieans ofgiving our ancestors great aid, at a time, t00,
when they most needed aid, Ilhat is, in the days of the openin- up
thi.s country. -
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