
280. STEWART'9S LITERAUY

in iis 0f' a certaini Stamll)-tlle miore C0fnllriicV and î)Ili'0SOp)li
iis. Wc 'hiave always recogulize(l a degrce of' coldi îess :Iaracf ci'-

îzixîg M Hif oîî's poetry-evel Ille love!; of' l>araldisc' ; buit '%ve do0 not tIîilîk
tlîis is owing o flie Classie spirit reviveci, Ille spirit of' Ille Gr-cck bards
tranisf*tsedl iîîto bis own poetry. We hiave already notieed iii blînse
carlier poeins iii whiclî lie paî'tikcs of' flic niziiiier of' Speiiiscr, and
niay bc said to belon- Io hlis sehiool, tiiere is a coldiicss coînparcd witl
the eider bard. 1-e lias îîot fleicmt or viitliiusiasîn of' Speniser or,
Shakspeare.* Th1le chissie allusion iii Miltoîî does difiltise a certain air
of colducss over, lus pocbry :it is nlot l Ille naft ive woodulotcs wild"'
-%vhiehl lic lijuiiseli' speakIs of' ii coliuietiou il Lascr ; but is
the ' ]aradisc Lost ' and tlie ' 1>îîî'adise caîe, iii flicir inotil(l anid
structure and style, to bc accotunted for 0on aîiy stich tlîeory as tliat of'
the renaissance of fliceclassie ag'es, flie revival of' bbc spjirit of flic,
Grcek poetry? *Witli Seeley the fialleun aid mifaleîînel-s are plit in
flie sainle catergry as file niytloloigy of flie rC-ekls: it, is a miytlîolog"yy it
sceins : -%ere tliere no rebel angels ?-wa.-s blîcre no revoit in lîcaven ?-
and Iiow could these angels be bettex' uanied tlîan after flie fiase gYods
of flie ancients-not flic Grccks, liowevcr, but flie Orientais? Are
the yet unfallen spirits miybliologica-.l beiiigs? Sceley lias no quarrcl
with Ille niedi-Aval, mlylology-bhie saints anid angels of' Ilic Chlîi-clî
of' Rloine :there is a warith breablied over tlie nyths of' tliat chureluh.
Milton's angels, it -would seem, are cold inipersoniations. TIliey have
ilot blie life, andi w'armitl, and glow of' lîeaveîî uipon tlîcir -%Viug-sl or
atinosphere of' awe around tîjein, whicli Dante's or Spcnlseî"s have-
blie angel introduceed, foir exaniple, ýat tile begiîîîîiîîg of' flie 'Purga-torlio,'
or tlie ang"el tlîat mneets Gilioli wvlen lie issues froin tlic cave of Mai-
nion ! Mien, Adaîn is on tee faîniiiliatr teris ivithlic h lic,,vcily visi-
taiits: it is flot said i'itlî God hîinself. liJe does not tlîîill or quiver
at their approacli. IlMilton docs îlot feei any awvc of tlie spiritual
wevrid. Eveni in llorer -lien a deity lias stood by a warrioi', and
exlîortcd. hMi to bc brave, flic warrîioi' is of'ten deseî'ibcd as receiving
a kind of spiritual intoxication fron tlle cnat" As in blic case of
the two Ajaxes, we suppose, after being addrcssed by Neptune. But
*whlat is tlie expianat ion of ail thîls? Tuie fh'st part of the indictiineut
has its explanation, we arce persuadeci, just iriftie dif1erenice of tinie
~vhichi is eii-bracedl in Milton's andi Dante's, or Spenlser's, pocins Te-
spectively. Tiiere is not tlic tenderîîess and pathos, of course, in blic
one case as ncecessarily there is in flic other:- it is tlie paradisaical
state that is describeci, and Adamn is yet uinflîllen, in flie one case ; there
is the awe and tî'cpidation and fcar cliaî'acteristic of' nian's sinful con-
dition in blic othex. M1an was once on mnore farniliar ternis wvith those,
celestial beings than iew. In bis stabe of' innocence lic wvas offly
Ia littie lower tItan the angeis," anti lie could have converse even wvua

God without that; intoxication to -%vlichl Proflessor Seeley refers. Tfle

*Buît 18 it flot rather the grenier innjesty lu the structure of' Miiton's uiird that icives this
imreson oi us titan reaiiy any coliter teîup raînent or lesa; enthusiastie dis ostion ?

Rendthepasageat the commnccemenut of the 8t0t book, of the 'Para lise Los ,' =cr Evo
retires from the converse of Adarn aud the angel respcctlng tho wvork of cîention, titat site
niay rather enjoy thc narrative frousndm' own liis-and eay if there was no warinth or
tendcrncss i Milton's constitution ?


