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tion of tho chargo of Strabane, Thecongregation isto
be clted to appear for its interests on the 24th. The
repons on the Augmentation Scheme were recelved.
More than halt of the congregations have been visited
with, in many instances, good results. It was resolved
to apply for six students during the summer ; also to
apply for leave to take Mr: Walter Laidlaw, of Prince-
ton Seminary, on trial for license, Rev. C. Campbell
was transferred to the Presbytery of Toronto. The
reports on Sabbath schools and on the State of Re-
ligion were submitted, and the clerk was instructed to
send them on for the Synod’s Committee,—J. LAING,
Pres, Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF BARRIE.—This Presbytery met
atBarrie on Tuesday, 18th Maich. Present, seventeen
ministers and seven elders. Dr. McLaren was nom-
inated as Moderator of the next General Assembly.
An application from Mr. Hutcheson lately minister of
Guthrle Church, Oro, for Ieave to retire from the
active duties of the ministry was favourably received.
The papers in regard to Mr. Hutcheson's resignation
and application were'to be seat to the Committee on
the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund., Thefollowing
were ¢lected as commissioners to the General Assem-
bly : rainisters, by rotation, Messrs. Rodgers, McCon-
nell, Geddes and Henry ; by ballot, Messrs. Burnett,
and Carswell. Elders : Messrs, J. Gray, M.A, R.
Lirls, of 2ud lonisfil congregation, Andrew Melville,
George Dufl, W. 1. Forbes, and P, Cockburn, M.P.
Unusual interest in the appointment of elders was
manifest, the election being by nomination and ballot,
except in respect to Mr. Gray who was elected by ac-
clamation. The conveners on the State of Religion,
Sabbath Schools, and Temperance were instructed to
forward thelr respective reports without delay to the
Synod's conveners. The reports of the committees
on Augmentation of Stipends and Home Missions
engaged the attention of Presbytery for a consider-
ahle time, In the former it was stated that with two
exceptions all the congregations in the bounds were
visited, and those were specially dealt with which
were reported last year as giving stipend less than
$750 and manse.  Of this class, thirteen in number,
seven had agreed to come up to that amount,
one increased $5c, ode $75, and another S100
while three made no increase. The total sum
of supplement to be asked was $462.50. In receiv-
ing the repert the Presbytery thanked the com-
mittee and agreed to “ express gratitude for the suc-
cess attained in the efforts to carry out the scheme,
inasmuch as so many cangregations have come up to
the minimum and the scheme has met with soliberal
a response,” Mr. Fairbaim of Esson, Willis and
Mitchell Square churches asked for counsel and aid
in view of the increasing labour invelved in the work-
ing of his charge. He was advised to secure the ser-
vices of a student missionary for tbe summer, in the
expectation that the income of the coogregations
would be sufficient to provide for the expease incurred.
The work of the mission fislds was arranged for sum-
mer. The Student’s Missionary Society are to oc-
cupy six groups . new stations at Sterling Falls, Foley
and Coager, and Longford and Black River ans to be
wrought. Thirteen student nussionaries and cate-
chists will be asked from the Home Mission commit-
tee for the stations under the immediate care of the
Presbyiery. The Presbytery agreed to recommend
the committes to appoint one of its own members as
ordained missionary to the Nipissing and Commanda
stations.—RoBI. MOODIE, Pres, Clerk,

HOME MISSIONS AND AUGMENTATION.

MR. EDITOR,—~Will you all>» me through your
columns to urge upon all the cc . cegations that have
not yet sent in their contributions tothe Homs Mis-
sion Fand, to do so at latest, by the 25th of April.
The Committee on the Augmentation of Stipcnds,
will meet on the 20th April, to make apportionment
of the Augmentation part cf the Home Mission funds,
and in order that the minimum of $750 and manse
may be reached, and a good balance left in-the
treasurer’s hands (accordicg to instructions of last
Assembly), it is absolutely necessary that {oll retur~s
be made by the above mentioned date. The com-
mittes find, on looking over the returns already made,
that many of our largest and wealthiest congregations
have as yet cent aothiog, cither for Home Missions
or Augmentation, while others bava-sent sums alte-
gether disproportioned to their estimated ability, and
the urgent demands of the fund.  The sum of $43,000

has been recelved in all, but $60,000 or $65,000 can
casily be reached, if a united effort is put forth dusiong
the next three weeks,
WM. COCHRANE, Convener Home Mission Cont.
Brantford, March 29, 1882

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—Rev. Dr. Reld bas received
the following anonymous contributions for the Schemes
of the Church, viz: A Friend, Simcoe, for Foreign Mis-.
sions, Formosa, $5; A Little Girl, Vernonville, for
Foreign Missiop, Formosa, $1; A Friend, Dorchester
Station, for Forelgn Mission, Formosa, §4 ; Anony-
mous, for Church and Manse Fund in the North-West,
$1; A Presbyteriar Fricud, Maxville, for Home Mis-
sion, $1 ; Foreiga Mission, $1; Knox College, $1.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

PAUL AT EPHESUS.

——

Acts 19.
8 22,

Apil 13,
T}
GoLpex Text.~* And many that believed came,
and confessed, and showed their deeds."—Aects
19 18.

Tie.—A.D. 54.57, threo years,

Prace—Ernesvs.—Tho capital of the Roman Provinco
of Asin. Situated in tho middlo of the Asiatio coast of the
Egean Sos, nud at the conserging point of tho great roads
from the East, 1t was a place of conmiderable importance
and oxtensive commerce. It was called ono of the oyes of
Asia, Smyma, lorly miles to the north, bewng tho other,
1t stood i a flat, marshy plain about five milo long from
east to weat, surrounded by mountains exoept on the
west, whore the nver Cayster flowed into the sea. The
glory of Ephesus was the Templo of Diang, one of the
seven wouders of the world, and whose magmficenco was
truly a marvel. It was the sscond building for the par-
pose, tho first having been bumt down tho night that
Alexander the Great was born.  This temple far excseded
tho first in grandeur. Thoimsago of Diana, the object of
60 much superslitious roverence was a rude wooden figure,
nearly the shape of a mummy, such a figure as savages
might have worshipped, but far removed from the ideal
God of cultured refined Greoks; such, however, 18 tho
folly of idolatry wherever it 18 found. To day o few
wretched buts alone mark the site of this formerly wondeor-
ful oity, while up to a fow ycars ngo avery trace of the exact
position of the temple of Diann had been lost for many
centuries. After long research, somo fragments of pavo-
ments, pillars, eto. havo been dugup. The story of Epho-
susis a very improssivo ono, read in the light of Rev, 3:
1.7

Notes and Comments —Ver. 8. ‘ Synagoguo: ** he
had been invited by the Jews on his previons visit.
Chap. 18. 20. **Boldly.” with froedom and fear.
lessness.  ‘ Three months * so long as there was no op-
position, offieial or individual. **Disputing, " Rrv. “reason.
ing: " the first wonld bo by appeals to the Scriptures
of tho Old Testament; tho second by appeals to their
understanding and heart. '* Kingdom of God: ” 1ts
nature and tho way to it.

Ver 9 ‘‘Divors ™ varions, men amongst his hearcrs,
Rev. *‘hardened and disobodiont, ™ **spake ovil " took
opportunitits to rovile tho truth before tho crowds that
gathered to hear Panl, endeasounug to stir up a tumalt
s at Thessalonies, Corinth, ete.  Tyrannus. = probably
a professor of philosophy, converted by Paul's teachings,
who gladly allowed his ** School ”” to bo used es a place
of mstruction in the traths of tho gospel.

YVet. 10, “ Twe years,” aclivo labour without parsecu-
tion apparently , threo months in t. o synagogue, and an
ndditionnl nino months or so, delails of which aro not
mentioned, mako tho threo years of chap. 20+ 81, “ All
--As1a .” pruccnsular Aswa ; the word *‘sounded out”
from Ephosus, proLably Paal mado journeys to the
ucighbouring citics. there were siz other 1mportant
churches in this distriet. Rev. 2:8.

Vors. 11, 12. Wo find here how God adanls mesns to
the ond , a¢ Ephosus thero were ** special miracles.” The
oity was o groat seat ol magical and carious arts, in
opposition to these was shown tho * groat power of God,”
in fact their vory soperstition was used *o .sdvance the
trath. They would como to rogard ns saerod tho clothes
moistened with sweat from Paui's body (he worked with
his hands for tho support of himself and those with um,
chsp. 20: 84): and tho aprons ho wore in tho wership,
ard zo thoy took thaso garmerts to the sick. ovidently
theie own idea, not Padl's, and this faitk, mixed with
crror as iy was, God honoured as ho had done mn a
rimilar instanco boloro Ch:g. 5-16.  **Disoases—aovil
spirits - ** plainly distinguishod. wo must not suppose, as
aomo woald havo, that the Iatter is only a phaso of the
;c;rmo:. no mirsclos wore worked at Cormnth so far as wo

ow.

Vers. 18, 14, **Vagabond,” Rsr. *¢ Strolling Jows: -
mon who went about from placo to place, protending to
curo domoniacs. ** Adjurc—by Jesus: " these mes vsod a
formaula of incantation and ficaning: that Paunl preached
Josus thoy thonght that tho magical power .wss in tho
uso of that mame. * Scova, chicl of the priosts. * an'in-
definito texm, mesning Lere, probably, the losding, pricst
in ond of tho synagogues of tho city. It hns boon sug-
gested, however, that ho was an apostate Jow acting as
pricst in tho ido] {omple, o that tho titlo was past of tho
imposture. “Didso-" 18, woro doing 8o, this was ono
{nstanco.

Vera., 15, 16. **Tho ovil spirit—tho man: " noto how
they aro carciully distinguished. ¢ Jesus—Paul:" yos,
tLoy did ¢ know " tho master and all His servants ; the
domoniacal tribo had felt their power, ho idea really is
I acknowlodgo theirauthority.” * Whoare yo?'* an uttor-
anco of scorn and contempt.** Leaped upon thom ;" with tho
strength of (ronr.f. demoninenl possessions gave pretorna-
tural strongth ; it was 8o with tho Uadarcne demoniao.
¢ Overcame : *' Rev. * mastered both of them .’ 1t would ap-
anr as §f in this special instance two of tho soven sons

ad undertaken tho task, tho *‘vagabonds,” of ver. 13,
roforring to the seven, tho** certain ” to the two, ¢ Naked :"
tiio outer garments torn off does not necessarily imply
wore than that.

Ver. 17. Two results are noted ns following the dis-
comfilturo of thio oxorcist impostors : ** fear,** an assuranco
of tho power of Him who was preached by Paul; *name
of - Jesus—magnified,” while punishment felt upon thoso
who profaned it, yot by itx right use wonders were
daily wrought.

Vors, 18, 19. Heroistho action of the converts resulting,
— ¢t confessed,” thowr former folly and s in tho practice of
magical arts: tho * curious arts,” next noted ¢ books™
which contained their * mysteries,” magical sigus, for.
mulas of incantation, receipts for philtres, written amulots
and the notorious ** Ephesian lotters,” mysterious words
engraved upon the imago of Diana and used for magical

urposes, ** burned,” the only thing to do with bad
books. * Fifty thousand pieces of silver." about $10,000,
the books were doubtless rare, and 8o costly.

Ver. 20. * Grow:" inextent. ‘‘Provailed,” in power ;
the overt just narrated was at onco a result and a causo;
produced by the action of tho gospel on the hearts of
thoee who received it, further triumphs were assured by
the exhibition of such a self-sacrificing spirit.

Vers. 21, 22. Tho vory success of the gospel in Ephe.
sus, led Paul to desim fresh ficlds in which to work and
conquer for Christ ¢ Purposed in spirit. ** not a super-
nataral revelation, such has ho had rece‘ved on previous
occasions, but probably, his own judgment and desirea,
guided by the Bpirit of God. **3acedonia and Achaia."
ho had already laboured there. ' Jerusalem :” Paul always
felt tendorly toward the mother church althrugh never
cordially welcomed by it, even now he had s plans to
reliovo their temporal pecessities. ‘' Rome :” yes bo
went there, but in a very different manner to that he
had purposed, ho wont as a priscner. His ** I must,”
wes confirmed by God's ** thou must ™ of chap, 23 ( 11.

HINTS TO TEACHYES.

Prefatory.—Our subjeot is another illustration of
all-conquering power of gospal truth. Each place that
Paul visited, Corinth, Athens, Thessalonica, Berca,
Philippi, Ephesus, bore witness to the same, but with
different manifestations. Each hes its traths and lessons
{or us, lot us endeavour to find ‘hem :n this account of
spostolic 1abonrs in Ephesus andé to press them homo 1n
our ¢lasses.

Topical Analysis.—(1) Paul presching and work-
ing miracles (vors. 8-12.;; (2) A bouse divided. Satan
against Satan (13-16) , (3) Proof of the power of the gospel,
(17-20); {4) Paul's purposes (21-22).

On the jirst topic we may show how, still * as
his custom was,” he went into the synagogue, and
for 2 spaco of threo months carned on his struggle
with the Jews, *disputing and persnading.”  Paul
was emphutically o preacher of one themo and that
themo was Christ: ko had a messagze to deliver and
ho dchivered 12. The messago was Chnist Jesus and Him
crucified : this we shall more fully see 1n our noxt leason
wag the" beginning and completion of the ™ King-
dom of God.” The lovo of Christ constrained him, his
conviotions of the grandeur of redemption gave elo-
qaence to lus tungue, and persuasivoness to ius tones:
he bolieved, and thereforo ho spake. ‘wounld that some
touch of that fervour could bo in all our teachung. Then
God owned his teaching by miracles, *“special miracles.”
Nono had been wrought 1o cultured Athens or in busy
Corinth, but here, andez tho shiadow of that ocolossal supes-
stition, the temple of the Ephcsian Diana, God will mam-
{est His power. Note that it is said ** God wrought,* almast
as i Paul wero tho passivo instrament. Even tho vaga-
bond cxorcists adjared by Jesus * whom Panl proachath,”
vnt worketh miracles. Panl overywhere was pro-eminently
a preacher, o witness for Christ. Thie was his work.

On tho second Lopic. Wo may point out how &l at-
tompts to overcomo oval by ovil must fal. So likewise
all presmmptacvns prefontiuns to bo tho servants of Jesus ;
we may take the name of Jesas on our Lps and et give
Him no placo in our hoearts, but bo children of our father
tho Devil. Toach that true, acreptable working for Christ
must bo precedad by fellowship with Christ, Nor must
wo speak for Christ to obtain umportanco or make for
ourselves & pame , such must over come to scorn and
shamo,

On tho 2ird topic, show that whero tho gospal is
voceived in trath it becomes tho rubg power of tholifo:
theso men could not bo bolicvers and jot follow tharr
former sinfa) praclices, eo, if Christ is recoived Ho mast
bo master of tho daily life, improper persuits must be
?‘gcn up, and auny hartful businoss must be sbandoned.
Tho stops in the Christian lifa aro beliof, confossion, saen.
fico, tho last is tho hardest; but it will never be less
§0 to your scholars than to day ; habits are hrrdening,
tho gossamer web may becomo s cablo 40 bind band and
fool to Satsn. Urgo sacnfico for Josus xow, press thia,
Whatover you ave found keeps sou from Chrnist, has led
you into ovil ngeociations, or may bo harminl tc others,
givo it up st onco and for ever,

On tho feurth topic, ot Paunl ba a model to you of
Christian caracstness and unwearied labour. If we can-
not do His work wo can yot havae His gpirit, aud do tho
work of Christ where God has placed o  Hold ap this
“Xingly 1oan,” groator than Crsar or Alexander, to the
sdmiration of your olass, who if ho songht {resh conquosis,
sought thomall for Chriat, -
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